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WORLD-FAMOUS for its 
blue-and-white patterned 
earthenware, Burleigh pottery 
was established in 1851.  
More than 150 years later,  
it’s still made the traditional 
way, with each piece passing 
through 25 pairs of hands on 
its manufacturing journey.

When a group of House 
Beautiful readers spent the day at Middleport Pottery in 
Stoke-on-Trent, seeing first-hand how the delicate cups, 
saucers, plates, jugs, teapots and sugar bowls are created, 
they gained unique insight into the craft. Alison and Laura 
Chapman enjoyed a mum and daughter outing and took 
part in a hands-on session (below). ‘It was wonderful to 
see how the special pieces were made,’ said Alison. 

Middleport continues to function as a working pottery 
thanks to help from The Prince’s Regeneration Trust, 
which is providing prizes, including the chance to win 
Burleighware pottery, for our 2016 Renovation of the 
Year competition. Please turn to p64 for inspiration then 
visit housebeautiful.co.uk to enter by 16 June. Large or 
small, your renovation project could mean you’re in with 
a chance to win furniture, pottery and even afternoon tea 
at Highgrove! Don’t delay – send us your entry asap.

In HB Project we celebrate summer with a guide to 
outdoor furniture, planters, barbecues and storage to 
create the perfect chill-out zone. Oh… and for sizzling  
hot days kit yourself out with a stylish ice-cream capsule 
collection – see p84 – or try our deliciously simple 
summer recipes on p162.

Whether Wimbledon, Euro football or simply 
savouring the outdoor life is your passion, make time 
this month to indulge it with a little help from us! 

Julia Goodwin, Editor
Follow me on Twitter  
@JuliaHouseBEd 

1 Get ready for some 

alfresco dining. Panama 

table and chair set, £400; 

plastic tableware from  

the Ben de Lisi range, from 

£3.50; all Debenhams  

2 Add some cheerful shade 

with the Peru parasol, 

£129, Marks & Spencer 

3 This colourful range of 

Faversham towels, from 

4

1

FFAAAAAVVVVVVVVVOOOOOUUUUURRRRIITTTTTEEEE BUUUUYSS  
TTHHHHHHHHIIISSSS MMMMMMOOOOONNNNNTTTTHH
Update your outside 
space and freshen 
up for summer

2

£14, Margo Selby, has 

gorgeous patterns 4 Light 

your garden when the  

sun goes down with solar 

sticks, £1 each, Primark 

5 Outdoor cooking’s easy 

with the Bodum Fyrkat 

picnic grill, £46, John Lewis

3

4

5

Readers Laura and Alison 

Chapman had a great day  

out. See more on page 10

PS Vote for your dream room and win vouchers  
worth £100. See p90 for details.
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M A I L  F R O M  Y O U

When we bought our old stone farmhouse 13 years ago, 
renovating and extending it was such a huge project we 
stuck to shades of cream for the decor. Now we’re starting 
again on the hallway and I’ve been uncertain about choosing 
a paint colour for the walls. Then I saw yellow used on your 
recent covers and I knew that was the right choice for us. I’m 
buying tester pots to get the perfect shade, but thank you so 
much for the inspiration!

Linda Bond, Wellington, Somerset

POTTERY CLASS
House Beautiful readers and 
their guests had a fantastic 
experience at our recent event 
at the historic Middleport 
factory in Stoke-on-Trent. They 
went behind the scenes to see 
Burleighware being made, had 
a talk from Antiques Roadshow 
ceramics expert, Steven Moore, 
and then had the chance to 
create their own pieces. 

LIGHT BULB MOMENT

This month’s prize
Our star letter writer wins a  
£100 bundle of Pyrex products 
including a 1L and 3L 
Vitroceramic casserole  
@PyrexUKOicial; pyrexuk.com

I’d like to thank Jamie 
Powell at the Stratford 
branch of Bathstore for  
all his help, patience and 
friendliness throughout 
the process of designing 
my new bathroom. From 
his very first visit through 
to my various tweaks and 
changes, he was always 
very reassuring and calm!
Mairi 
Macdonald, 
Stratford-
upon-Avon

If you’d like to 
thank someone  
for help or brilliant 
customer service, 
email or write to Say 
a Special Thank You 
at the address below.  
If your letter is printed, 
we’ll send them a bouquet 
from the House Beautiful 
range at Flowers Direct 
(0333 003 0501; 
flowersdirect.co.uk).

SAY A SPECIAL 
THANK YOU

Share with us
We love to hear from you via Facebook, Twitter, email or letter

Sign up for House Beautiful’s free weekly e-newsletter by simply texting HB followed by your email address to 84499  
Texts to this number are charged at your standard network rate, never more. Standard network rates vary depending on your phone provider. By texting into this service you are opting 

 in to receive messages from us by email and SMS. You can opt out from SMS by texting STOP to 84499 and from email by clicking ‘unsubscribe’

Sunny shades 

of yellow 

provided 

inspiration

I’ve been off work 
recovering from illness 
and browsing through 
my issues of House 
Beautiful has been  
great therapy. The  
Soft Pastels feature  
in the April issue 
inspired me to repaint 
an old pine chest of 
drawers. It now sits  
in my sun room and  
has made it look so 
much lighter. 
Fi Greaves, Par, Cornwall

SET 
WORTH 
£100

 facebook.com/HouseBeautifulUK     @HB          pinterest.com/house_beautiful 

 @housebeautifuluk      house.beautiful@hearst.co.uk      House Beautiful, Hearst Magazines House, 72 Broadwick Street, London W1F 9EP
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J U L Y  T R E N D

WHAT’S HOT

IMPRESSIONS OF SUMMER
Bring an artistic palette home with painterly floral prints and pretty pastels

‘For a harmonious  
look, choose 

accessories in colours 
picked out from the 

flowers in the prints.’

KIERA BUCKLEY-JONES, 
INTERIORS EDITOR

BLURRED LINES
With a beautiful two-tone  

effect, these Swing bowls, 

£54.20 each from clippings.com, 

will look fresh and summery on 

your dining table. This striking 

Water wallpaper, £89 for a  

10 metre roll from feathr.com, 

was inspired by Japanese lakes. 

Like gazing into a reflection,  

it’s Monet-esque but with a 

contemporary twist.
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FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

1 Brighten a neutral sofa with a cushion featuring an impressionistic scene, £8, George Home 2 Simple yet stylish lighting such as this  

Muuto Ambit Rose pendant adds a modern feel, £209, Rume 3 Choose clashing colours with this fun cappuccino cup and saucer in pink  

and blue, £14.50, haykinshop.com 4 Finished with a reactive glaze, the pooling colour of this Almada dinner plate has an earthy quality, £10 

each, Habitat 5 Fill this Magnolia Pink Top vase, £75 from Amara, with seasonal blooms 6 Tonal green and blue table tops on the black bases  

of these three nesting tables, £195 from Oliver Bonas, create brilliant focal points 7 Mix and match these glasses in summer shades, £9.99 for 

six from Homesense – they’re great for alfresco dining 8 This traditional Grove armchair has been given an eyecatching update in Betsy print 

fabric, £699 from Marks & Spencer 9 Serve up summer cocktails in this handblown glass carafe in Rose and Green, £32, Oggetto

1

6

7 8 9

5

2 3

4
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Hampstead Ditsy  

two-person hamper,  

£85, Cath Kidston

Joules Floral four-person 

hamper, £89.95, John Lewis

Spring Bloom Heart 

two-person hamper, £45, 

Marks & Spencer

3 of the best… 

Whether you want to add colour inside or out, there’s a great selection here

DESIGN NEWS

NEW LOOKS

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

HOT PICKS

this Tango chair in Estelle Teal, 

£1,132. It’s one of several new 

designs by Matthew Williamson 

for his first furniture collection  

in collaboration with Duresta. 

Available exclusively at Harrods. 

3 NORTHERN LINES

Add retro-contemporary flair  

with Lohko, a Scandi-inspired 

range from Scion featuring  

bold colours and graphic lines. 

It includes lovely fabrics and 

these wallpapers: Priya (left), 

£39 a roll, and Tocca, £37 a roll.

4 SNUGGLE UP

Keep summer chills at bay with 

this reversible Mustard/Light 

Yellow waffle linen throw, £145 

from Oggetto. It also comes in  

a Blue/Taupe colourway.

1 SUMMER DINING

Brighten up alfresco lunches 

with gorgeous, vibrant crockery. 

This yellow glazed French 

stoneware jug is £36, and  

the Portuguese blue-glazed 

terracotta Sintra bowl is £45, 

both from Holloways of Ludlow.

2 BEAUTIFULLY FASHIONED

Sit back in sumptuous style in 

1

4

3

2

WICKER PICNIC 
HAMPERS

INTO THE FOLD 
Bring an elegant, oriental 
touch to your home with 
an origami-style pleated 
paper shade from Wild  
& Wolf’s new Wild Wood 
home range. Choose 
from (left to right) Alena 
in English Mustard, 
£34.95; Zodiac in 
Goldfish Orange, £44.95; 
Cumulus in Concrete 
Grey, £47.95; or Nuvola  
in French Blue, £39.95.
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BARGAIN NEWS

NEW IN

UNDER THE SEA
Wake up to images of 
seahorses and jellyfish  
in this underwater print 
bedlinen (left) from 
George at Home’s Caspian 
collection in collaboration 
with the Prince’s Trust. 
The limited edition range 
also includes a drum 
lampshade (above), £15, 
and matching ceramics.

ACCENT PIECES

1 ADDING STYLE

Layer up beds or keep cosy with 

a lightweight cover-up such as 

the Coastal stripe acrylic throw, 

£30, Sainsbury’s.

2 SKY BLUE 

Memories of windswept 

seascapes come to mind with 

an ombre blue, teal and white 

LIMITED EDITION
Swedish glass and ceramic 

designer Ingegerd 
Raman has linked with 
Ikea to produce Viktigt, 
a limited edition range 
featuring furniture in 

natural fibres and stylish 
glassware including this 
carafe with glass, £9.75.

coastal-print tea towel, £8.50 

from Talking Tables.

3 CLEAN LINES

Give living room storage a  

new minimalist look with  

this Scandi-style Kleur pine 

sideboard (H75cm x W180cm), 

£379. Part of the new Smart 

Design capsule furniture 

Treat yourself…
...to Royal Albert’s new  

100 Years of Royal Albert 1970 

Poppy three-piece tea set 

including a plate, teacup and 

saucer, £50. Celebrating more 

than a century of design, this 

charming crockery is a delight 

for fans of vintage style.

A round-up of the hottest homeware – all at great prices

collection at Made, its modern 

design features a grey base and 

recessed handles.

4 TIDY UP

In pretty red florals and pale 

linen, these lightweight Flora 

print baskets (H20cm and 

H17cm) are £20 for two  

from Dickins & Jones.

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

1

2

4

3
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1 This Muuto wooden table lamp, £119 from nest.co.uk, will make a smart addition to your desktop 2 The overlapping waves of 

plywood make this Beau light by David Trubridge a real showstopper, £390 from Amara 3 Fill this handy glass jar, £6 from Matalan, 

with seeds, nuts or dried fruit 4 Modern wicker makes for stylish storage. Find this woven basket from £16 at Design Vintage  

5 This Segments candleholder, £65 from Skandium, will stand proud on shelving or take centre stage on your dining table 6 Admire 

the woodgrain rings of the maple wood used to create this simple Okro bowl, £75, Another Country 7 Light up summer evenings in 

the garden with beautiful wood and glass hurricanes, £32.50, Nordic House 8 Raised graphic numbers with black painted edges 

make timekeeping easy. Umbra Shadow wall clock, £60, Red Candy 9 Moulded plywood and a matt lacquered beech finish give  

this Copenhague chair all the panache we expect of modern Danish design, £189, clippings.com

BLONDE WOOD

Introduce pale wood sculptural pieces for a contemporary, crafted look

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

ON TREND

5

6

7

3
1

8
9

2
3

4





C H O O S E  T H E  B E S T

House Beautiful JULY 2016 21

S
T
Y

L
IN

G
 J

E
N

N
IF

E
R

 H
A

S
L
A

M
. 
P
H

O
T
O

G
R

A
P
H

 A
G

A
T
A

 P
E
C

 A
T
 H

E
A

R
S
T
 S

T
U

D
IO

S

DECO UPDATE

BE MINE MELAMINE
Choose practical plates for outdoor dining in an array of fabulous patterns 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

1 Lakeland’s Toscana plate, £3.49, is a terracotta trick 2 Bring a tribal print to your picnic with the Aperta canape plate, £4 from 

Anthropologie 3 With its ridges, Sainsbury’s Boat plate, £3, looks like real porcelain 4 For a tropical look try the Joelle, £3, Habitat 5 Caramel’s 

Bobo Choses banana plate, £8, is a fruity choice 6 This Regatta print, £5 from House of Fraser, is a fun fishy dish 7 Continue a nature theme 

at a garden party with the berried Wiltshire print plate, £9.95 from Liberty 8 Amara’s Kate Spades Raise a Glass Tidpit plates, £26 for four, 

are just right for tiny nibbles 9 Take the Talking Tables’ Coastal plate, £5.50, for alfresco treats on the beach 10 Marks & Spencer’s Nautical 

side plates come with illustrations of the deep sea, £15 for four 11 MissPrint’s Little Trees, £6 from John Lewis, has a retro look 12 BHS’s 

Valencia range, £24 for four dinner plates, is inspired by Mediterranean travels Point Sunshine fabric (background), £43 a metre, Kirkby 

Design. Wooden knife and fork, £9 for a 24-piece set, Meri Meri. Salt and pepper pinch pots, £11 each, Mud Australia 

12
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1
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5

7

3
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8
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Shape shifters
Group vases of various 
heights and designs in 
light and dark tones for 
an eyecatching display

Escape the summer heat with a 
scheme featuring this season’s 
gorgeous blue shades, from 
deep indigo to zingy aqua

S T Y L E  I N S P I R A T I O N



Dark layers COMBINE DRAMATIC DEEP BLUE 
WALLS WITH FURNITURE IN PALER SHADES. TIE 
THE SCHEME TOGETHER BY ADDING CUSHIONS IN 
PLAIN, TONING HUES AND MODERN GEOMETRICS

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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Plate up 
Set an efortlessly chic 
table with crockery in 
deep, mid-tone and 
duck egg blues



Bold move MAKE A 
STUNNING FOCAL POINT WITH 
AQUA AND COBALT FURNITURE 
AGAINST A SOPHISTICATED 
GREY PAINTED BACKDROP

S T Y L E  I N S P I R A T I O N

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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Tranquil tones
Tactile finishes such as  
glazed earthenware teamed 
with woven wool add depth  
to the scheme



Sharp lines USE A STANDOUT PATTERN 
TO CREATE A STRIKING FEATURE AND ADD 
BEDLINEN IN COORDINATING TONES

S T Y L E  I N S P I R A T I O N

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E



28  housebeautiful.co.uk

S T Y L E  I N S P I R A T I O N

Where to buy everything

Plate up
Dinner plates by Mervyn Gers, £19 each; medium bowl 
by Mervyn Gers, £25; all Heal’s. Bitossi platter, £78, SCP. 
Capella tumblers, £12 for 12; Brighton pewter cutlery, 
£100 for 24 pieces; all Habitat. Similar grey and white 
bowl, £12.95, MiaFleur. Salt and pepper pinch bowls, 
stylist’s own. Similar carafe (with tumbler), £17, LSA 
International. Garment-washed linen tablecloth, £59; 
linen napkins, £20 for four; all Also Home

Bold move
Copenhague round table, £700; Copenhague chairs, 
£215 each; all Future and Found. Walker chair, £169, 
Holly’s House. Etano Home Modu S pendant light,  
£91, A Splash of Colour. Clock, £69, Future and Found. 
Matisse handmade tufted rug, £275 Oliver Bonas. 
Merchant Archive Cornflower Blue mug, £18; plate,  
£20; both Unique & Unity. Tia vase, £30; Atkinson side 
plates,  £5 each; Brighton pewter cutlery, £100 for  
24 pieces; Capella tumblers, £12 for 12; all Habitat. 
Garment washed linen napkins, £20 for four, Also Home

Shape shifters
Stanford sideboard, from £999, Content by Conran. Sera 
ridged vase, £35; Esterban glass vase, £25; both Habitat. 
Superliving curve blue candlestick, £22, Northlight. Pine 
cone-shaped pot by Kahler, £25, Heal’s. Newlyn Harbour 1 
framed print by Justin Knowles, find similar at tate.org.uk 

Dark layers
Walls painted in Alpine View matt emulsion, £24.49  
for 2.5L, Dulux. The Bread Collective Fill your boots A1 
limited edition print, £30 (unframed), A Splash of 
Colour. Monro frame, £40, Habitat. Curtain made up  
in Mera, £75 a metre, Imogen Heath. Lulu rug by Linie 
Designs, £265, Heal’s. Holly sofa in Anna Glover’s 
Raindance, £1,340, sofa.com. Cushions (l-r): Gant Emmy 
linen, £40, Houseology. Escher by Niki Jones, £100; Hay 
Surface Dot, £59; both Amara. Hay tray table, £119, 
Nest. Bowler table lamp, £130, Heal’s. Fine stripe mug, 
£9, Also Home. E15 That chair by Stefan Diez, £310, 
Viaduct. Geo throw, £65, Oliver Bonas. Bradshaw coffee 
table, £79, Marks & Spencer. Wide stripe bowl, £10, 
Also Home. Blue vase, stylist’s own

Tranquil tones
Washed double duvet cover, £40; Washed pillowcases, 
£10 each; all Habitat. Quilted throw in Navy, £150, 
Clarissa Hulse. Klippan Domino lambswool throw in 
Petrol, £69, Northlight. Indigo cushion, £30, The Raj Tent 
Club. Mera tray, £45, Imogen Heath. Vase from Aqua 
vase set, £95 for five, Pad Lifestyle. Mug by Mervyn Gers, 
£14 Heal’s. Plate, £19, Branksome China. Spoon from 
Brighton pewter cutlery, £100 for 24 pieces, Habitat.  
Mia glass, £18, Heal’s 

Sharp lines
Axis wallpaper 110833, £49 a roll, Scion. Bed, Jonah, 
£545, Made. Lily side table, £195; Signal desk light, 
£220; both SCP. Majorelle Blue passport cover, £15; 
Octaevo travel notes, £14 for three; both Unique & Unity. 
Evora mug, £6; washed double duvet cover, £40; washed 
pillowcases, £10 each; all Habitat. Moustier pillowcases 
in Duck Egg, £30 each, The Linen Works. Big LeWitt 
cushion, £100, Niki Jones at Amara. Quilted throw in 
Navy, £150, Clarissa Hulse. Klippan Domino lambswool 
throw in Petrol, £69, Northlight  HB
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I N S I D E  G U I D E

Secrets of the  
KITCHEN  

DESIGNERS
If you’re planning a room revamp, take advice on  

trends, design and planning from the experts

Each elegant kitchen  

by Roundhouse is made 

bespoke with top-

quality materials for  

a functional and 

aesthetic result 
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SLEEK OPTION

LINDA BARKER, 54, has worked in interior 

design for 25 years and for the past three 

has been creative director for Wren Kitchens.

Why are kitchens so important? They are 

the heart of the home and we increasingly 

need more from them. A modern kitchen 

should be a media hub for all devices as well  

as a vibrant, sociable gathering space. 

The big new trend Colour is the key. Our 

modern kitchens are deep navy blue paired 

with soft grey, slate green or aubergine, with 

variety in surfaces and finishes. We combine 

matt with glossy surfaces for a more modern 

look, or a simpler design might be partnered 

with hand-made geometric tiles or stone.

Personal favourite Our handleless kitchens 

(above) are popular with customers who love 

sleek lines with the option of colour.

My kitchen at home In our London house 

we have a lot of recycled timber, Welsh slate 

and aged smoked-mirror splashbacks, whereas 

in our Yorkshire farm cottage we have a large, 

open space decorated in grey and deep 

aubergine with geometric pattern tiles. 

The kitchen I grew up with We had a 

farmhouse kitchen with a solid-fuel Aga, 

which required ‘riddling’ out to clear the ashes 

and re-fuelling every day; heaven forbid if it 

ever went out! My siblings and I all shared an 

interest in baking and cooking.

Linda’s top tips

1 Wide drawers in the base units are infinitely 

more practical than cupboards.

2 Install power points in cupboards and along 

splashbacks for a USB port and phone charger.

3 Seats, benches and places to perch are 

essential. 

SAM HART, 38, has been a key 

member of the design team at 

Roundhouse for seven years.

Why are kitchens so important? 

Gone are the days when the cook got 

stuck in the kitchen – people want  

it to be part of a bigger social space. 

Walls are coming down as families 

need proper working kitchens and 

open zoned spaces where children can 

do their homework, which can also 

easily be transformed for entertaining. 

The big new trend Metallics! This 

luxury finish can have a huge visual 

impact when used on high-level wall 

cabinets to offset plain white units. 

Another popular look is natural 

stone, which can turn a large island 

into a tactile worksurface.

Personal favourite I really love  

our book-matched high-gloss 

walnut-veneer Lough finish, where 

the wood grain is mirrored in each 

adjacent leaf. It makes kitchen units 

look more like furniture.  

My kitchen at home I live in a 

converted church in Hertfordshire. It’s 

a contemporary space in a traditional 

building and has an open-plan layout 

with a kitchen I designed in book-

matched Macassar Ebony. 

The kitchen I grew up with It was 

bright orange and white Formica. 

There was a slot-in cooker with an 

overhead grill and the tiles were 

white with orange circles. My parents 

regularly held big dinner parties.  

Sam’s top tips

1 Make your kitchen ergonomic  

as well as beautiful.

2 Consider the whole room, 

particularly if it’s part of a bigger 

social space, choosing materials  

that will work in every area.

3 Take into account the stage of life 

you’re at and plan ahead. Looking at 

what you’ll need in the future, and 

choosing robust materials, will give 

your kitchen longevity.

PATTERNED FINISH

Linda Barker’s 

handleless kitchen 

for Wren has a 

streamlined look  

and a neutral palette, 

which would suit 

most homes
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give a nod to the Scandi-inspired off-whites with 

a wash of colour – and are easy to integrate into 

homes. You can then be bolder with paint, tiling 

and flooring choices.

Personal favourite I love our recently launched 

Sherwood range, a stunning over-painted  

timber-effect Shaker style. It’s so realistic – the 

material has a deep pore texture that follows  

the woodgrain exactly. We know our customers 

love natural timber but often real-wood kitchens 

are at the very top end of their budgets.  

My kitchen at home My husband and I split  

our time between Ilkley and a first-floor flat in a 

Victorian conversion in Ealing. It has a tiny kitchen 

with light cream gloss units from Benchmarx 

called Holborn, solid-oak worktops and 

stainless-steel appliances. The best feature  

is the built-in bin and recycling containers.

The kitchen I grew up with I’m from Yorkshire 

and one of four children. My mother loved to 

cook and taught all of us from an early age to 

make simple, hearty, home-cooked dishes such 

as stews, hot pots and toad in the hole.

Tori’s top tips

1 Write a list of what bugs you about your 

existing kitchen and make sure your designer  

has included solutions in the new plan.  

2 Be realistic about your budget – as we only 

update our kitchens every seven years on average, 

it’s easy to lose touch with what things cost. 

3 Take advantage of free expert advice. 

TORI SUMMERS, 40, worked for Magnet 

Kitchens and Sharp Electronics before joining 

Benchmarx, part of Travis Perkins, in 2015. 

Why are kitchens so important? They can be 

our favourite room if we get it right and so much 

more than just a place to cook. It’s where we 

entertain, do homework, ‘impress the neighbours’ 

or relax with a glass of wine after a long day, so 

it’s vital to make it work for our lifestyle.

The big new trend Grey is a huge colour trend 

right now; we have lots of shades from high-

gloss light to super-rich dark Anthracite.  

The very latest grey tones are barely there – they 

WOOD EFFECTS

Simply stylish: the 

Scandinavian Woodland 

Inspired design by 

Sustainable Kitchens

RECLAIMED  
TREASURES

JANE DENTON, 24, joined Sustainable 

Kitchens as a designer 18 months ago.

Why are kitchens so important? They 

are the focal point of our homes and it’s 

one of the only rooms that has multiple 

purposes. Whether preparing that quick 

meal to get the kids fed, sitting down  

to a cosy meal for two or feeding friends 

and family at Christmas, we expect our 

kitchens to be flexible and functional, but 

also beautiful to look at. That’s what makes 

them the most interesting rooms to design.  

The big new trend Lots of people want 

their walls and cabinetry painted in the 

The Sherwood kitchen  

by Benchmarx combines 

practical synthetic 

materials with the look 

and feel of wood
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same colours. Light shades create a feeling 

of space that opens up a room. Darker 

colours can add a moodiness and intensity, 

which is great in a cosy little snug. Taller 

cabinetry is much less imposing when it 

blends into the walls.

Personal favourite It was for a client in 

an old converted chapel in the Cotswolds. 

The kitchen wasn’t very wide but it had 

mile-high ceilings, so we built very tall 

cabinets, which meant the client was able 

to use all the ceiling height for storage. 

My kitchen at home I live in a Victorian 

terraced house in Bristol with my partner 

Jack. I’m a fan of traditional Shaker kitchens 

but we decided to go for a more industrial 

look with flat-panel doors, exposed iroko 

drawer fronts, dark colours on the walls 

and base units, and white metro tiles with 

reclaimed pallet wood panels to break it up. 

The kitchen I grew up with It was  

a farmhouse style with a lovely Aga, a 

flagstone floor and church pews around 

the dining table. I spent many Saturdays  

in reclamation yards looking for treasures.   

Jane’s top tips

1 Invest in materials and appliances to get 

something that will last a lifetime.

2 Be careful with white cabinets or marble 

worktops as they can scratch and stain.

3 Choose energy-efficient appliances and 

materials that are sustainably sourced. 

Sebastian Cox’s 

range for Devol 

includes the rustic 

Cotes Mill kitchen

TIMELESS QUALITY

SEBASTIAN COX, 29, set up his own 

furniture workshop in 2010 and has  

now designed kitchens for Devol.

Why are kitchens so important? They 

are where the food is and that brings 

people together. There’s nothing quite like 

the smell of bread baking to lure you into 

the kitchen for a cup of tea and a chat as 

you wait for it to come out of the oven. 

The big new trend There’s a growing 

appetite for design that reflects nature, 

and people like the fact that our kitchen is 

made from sustainable British hardwoods.

Personal favourite The kitchen I’ve 

created in close collaboration with Devol 

is simple and refined, with surprising 

details. The backs of the cupboards are 

woven, the cupboard fronts retain their 

band-sawn texture and the hints of 

copper complement this beautifully. 

My kitchen at home I live in a one-bed 

flat with my girlfriend Brogan in south- 

east London. I’m most comfortable when 

surrounded by nature, so our modern 

kitchen is decorated with paintings from 

family and friends, prints Brogan has made, 

cookery books and, as you might expect, 

lots of hand-carved wooden spoons. 

The kitchen I grew up with My  

parents restored timber-framed houses, 

including our own, so I grew up in 

country kitchens. My mum’s furniture  

is wooden and well-loved with a timeless 

design, which means there’s no need  

to replace anything. At the centre is  

a beautiful, worn butcher’s block.

Sebastian’s top tips

1 Get a practical layout and professional 

design to make the best use of your space.

2 Look for classic cabinet design. 

3 If you go for a kitchen that’s handmade 

in the UK, it will be easier to get bespoke 

cabinets made to fit unusual spaces. HB

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE
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FINELY 
BALANCED
An ambitious design has given one adventurous  

couple a remarkable ‘floating’ home

H O M E  L I F E

HALLWAY

Daedalus, a sculpture by 

Wendy Ross, dominates the 

hallway. It was inherited 

from Alastair’s grandmother, 

a former president of the 

Glasgow Society of Women 

Artists. The sideboard is 

from BoConcept

WORDS CAROLINE EDNIE  PHOTOGRAPHY DAVID BARBOUR



ON THE EDGE

When the river’s in full 

flow, it runs below the 

cantilevered end of the 

house, giving an incredible 

view of the waterfall  

from the living room

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E



‘The house feels much bigger with 
the double-height spaces and the 

light coming into the building from 
so many angles,’ SAYS NICOLA

KITCHEN/DINING AREA 
On three levels, the house is 

almost entirely open plan. The 

table and grey sofa are from 

BoConcept, the stools are from 

atlanticshopping.co.uk and  

the granite worktops are from 

Glasgow Granite Masters
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H O M E  L I F E

w hen Alastair and Nicola Pickard  

saw a photo of Fallingwater, the 

amazing Frank Lloyd Wright-

designed home that cantilevers 

over a waterfall in Pennsylvania woodland, they saw 

an opportunity to build their dream home.

Alastair’s family owned a swathe of sheep-grazing 

land with a little waterfall in Strathblane, Stirlingshire, 

and the couple had long thought they’d like to have 

their family home there. They were living in London 

at the time, but high property costs prompted them 

to look beyond the capital. 

‘I was excited by the cantilever idea,’ says Alastair, 

who owns an event production company. ‘The 

thought of sitting in a lounge looking out over the 

waterfall appealed. It was an exciting opportunity to 

make the most of the site. I have a civil engineering 

degree and loved the idea of building this ambitious 

design, so we decided to go for it.’

With a limited budget the couple initially looked at 

a kit house, but this changed when Glasgow-based 

architect Graeme Andrew floated the Fallingwater 

idea, with the waterfall intrinsic to the design. ‘We 

went into Battersea Park with pins and pegs and 

worked out how the house would look, which is the 

biggest error you can make! The footprint looks too 

small,’ says Nicola, a social worker. 

Eventually, a design for The Watershed emerged 

as a long barn, perpendicular to the cliff edge with 

an even cantilever overlooking the waterfall, which 

flows beneath the building. The floorplan, split over 

three levels, allows the building to nestle into the 

site, and culminates in a living space in the cantilever.

Planners – and importantly neighbours too – 

embraced the idea of this unique home. And  

as the foundations and steel framework for  

the cantilever went up, the Pickards moved to 

Stirlingshire with their daughter Isla, then a year  

old. ‘Alastair’s parents live five minutes away from 

the site, so moving in with them gave us a good 

opportunity to be involved with the build,’ says 

Nicola. ‘We took the view that we would help  

out wherever we could to keep the costs down.’

The house is modular and built of structural 

insulated panels, which are lighter on the cantilever 

than traditional construction, and have great thermal 

properties. The surrounding trees meant that solar 

panels weren’t 

KITCHEN 

The kitchen units are  

from Howdens, while the 

brushed, oiled engineered 

oak flooring throughout 

the house is from 

Hardwood Flooring 

Imports

LIVING ROOM 

Nicola, Alastair and Isla 

spend time in the living 

room, where turquoise  

and red blocks of colour 

add impact to the mainly 

white interiors. The sofa  

is the Barbican from John 

Lewis and the table came 

from Made

House Beautiful JULY 2016 37
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DOWNSTAIRS VIEW 

The open-sided glass 

balustrade on the left was 

a challenge to install but 

adds to the airy feel of the 

building. Bertoia diamond 

chairs on loan from the 

family are positioned to 

enjoy the outstanding 

views. The button rug is 

from Ikea

MAIN BEDROOM

Alastair built the floating 

bed. The pendant is called 

Light Attack Elegance by 

David Village Lighting

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

practical, but there’s an efficient gas boiler and 

underfloor heating beneath the engineered oak 

floors on the ground floor. Upstairs, radiators are 

rarely used as the heat circulates so well through  

the super-insulated open-plan house. 

The zinc roof has been turned and tilted to follow 

the step in the roofline, while cedar cladding is angled 

on the main facades to be square with the roof. ‘We 

often see people walk past and stop to look, working 

out what’s going on with the building,’ says Nicola.

To keep costs low, the couple sourced the cedar 

cladding themselves, and then took on the Herculean 

task of staining it. ‘We stained around 2.5km of 

timber,’ says Nicola. ‘It took about a month, but it  

felt as though it was neverending! However, it’s led  

to a beautiful finished appearance, with no uneven 

weathering. And now, when you see the house from 

a distance, the bluey grey colour really blends in with 

the surrounding landscape.’

The Pickards also mucked in with many of the 

interior finishes. ‘I built the desk and the shelves in  

the recess as well as the ‘floating’ bed in the main 

bedroom,’ says Alastair. ‘I also installed a lot of 

cabling. It means I know how everything works now, 

which is something you don’t get a sense of  

if you just move into a completed house.’ 

Considering the unusual site, the build went well, 

although there was the odd heartstopping moment, 

particularly with the installation of the dramatic 

open-sided glass staircase balustrade, which had  

to be craned in through the large patio doors. 

In all, the build took 40 weeks and the cost of 

£270,778 was within £500 of the couple’s original 

budget. The house is now worth about £500,000.

With Isla now aged five, and nine-month-old Max  

a recent addition to the family, Nicola and Alastair 

know they made the right decision in embarking  

on this unique design in such a beautiful place.

‘Although none of the spaces is particularly large, 

the house feels bigger with the double-height ceilings 

and the light coming in from so many angles,’ explains 

Nicola. ‘We especially like sitting in the lounge in the 

cantilever looking out onto the waterfall. It’s a lovely 

house to be in – it’s so airy and flows beautifully.’  HB
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‘The thought of sitting  

in a lounge looking 
out over the waterfall 

really appealed,’ 
SAYS ALASTAIR

INCREDIBLE VIEWS 

Enormous windows in 

the cantilever look across 

the valley, creating a 

wonderful backdrop  

to the living room
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WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY BARBARA EGAN

SET IN STONE
Imaginative thinking has turned two tumbledown ancient  

barns into an innovative and charming modern home

T
oday Mijke Bassett looks proudly 

around her beautiful barn 

conversion in County Kilkenny 

and declares, ‘This is my dream 

home!’ She discovered it 10 years ago on  

one of her very first visits to Ireland with  

her partner, Irishman John Bassett, from  

their home in the Netherlands. 

‘We drove from Kilkenny, hugging the 

Nore valley, through the village of Inistioge 

and I immediately fell in love with the 

amazing countryside,’ says Mijke, who’s 

Dutch. ‘I think Inistioge must be one of  

the prettiest villages in Ireland. Our stone 

barn was part of a traditional cluster of 

farmhouses, barns and old dairies called  

the Ballilogue Estate. They date from the 

1700s and have stone walls and Bangor 

blue slates – the estate is almost like an 

abandoned village in the countryside.’

The farmyard had been empty and 

unused for years, and the barn was 

tumbledown and only partially roofed.  

It had originally been two buildings on two 

different levels – a cow barn on the lower 

level and a hayshed on the upper – that 

were separated by a wall. ‘We loved the 

silence and the unspoilt beauty of rural 

south Kilkenny,’ says Mijke. ‘We very  

much wanted to preserve the character  

of the building and keep the Irish rural 

architecture, while enhancing the interior 

and making a beautiful home.’

Visiting friends in Dublin, Mijke and  

John had been impressed by a house  

EXTERIOR

From the outside, the 

property looks much as it 

did hundreds of years ago 

DINING AREA  

AND KITCHEN

The roof windows and 

high ceilings bring a 

sense of spaciousness  

to the interior 

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E
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HOME PROFILE

WHO LIVES HERE

Dutch chef Mijke Bassett,  

42, and her husband  

John Bassett, 42

THE PROPERTY

A converted two-bedroom 

stone barn, near the  

village of Inistioge in  

County Kilkenny

PRICE £120,000

MONEY SPENT £80,000

WHAT IT’S WORTH  

NOW £250,000
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KITCHEN 

Designed by architect 

Mark Guard, the simple 

kitchen was constructed 

in MDF. A small area of 

open shelving provides 

extra storage 

DINING AREA

Mijke bought the  

dining table and  

chairs at auction.  

The glazed door opens 

onto a small courtyard

renovation designed by London-based  

Irish architect Mark Guard of Guard Tillman 

Pollock Architects. ‘It was a small period 

house in the city that felt much larger than  

it actually was,’ says Mijke, ‘so we spoke  

to Mark about our property. We asked  

him to re-imagine the stone barn for us, 

creating light, space and privacy even with 

the proximity to the other stone buildings 

across the courtyard or gardens.’

The plan he came back with was  

dramatic and contemporary. He wanted  

to remove the wall separating the cow and 

hay barns to make one big space on two 

levels. He also planned to remove another 

wall – where the original had collapsed  

years ago and had been patched up – and  

in the space insert a cube containing all the 

services, a small kitchen, bathroom and a 

block of storage. ‘His ideas appealed to us 

very much,’ says Mijke.

The work on the barns started in March 

2007 and took seven months. ‘We found a 

local builder, Andy Barcoe, who is excellent 

at restoration projects and working on stone 

buildings,’ continues Mijke. ‘It was our aim 

that the exterior of the building should  

blend seamlessly into the farmyard setting, 

and we took great care to replace the roof 

with old Bangor Blue slates and disturb the 

appearance of the stonework as little as 

possible. The barn today looks much the 

same from the outside as it would have 

 done hundreds of years ago.’

Now the bathroom and kitchen are lit by 

sky tunnels – long, widening shafts bringing 

daylight streaming down from the roof to 

light the interiors. The living area is on the 

upper mezzanine level with big windows that 

make the most of the light. The mezzanine 

also overlooks a double-height dining area. 

‘The vaulted ceiling gives an impression of 

space, which is extraordinary in a building  

of only 75 square metres,’ says Mijke. 

Two bedrooms are stacked one over the 

other, the lower one lit by a wash of daylight 

down its external wall from a glass floor 

inset in the bedroom above. ‘This is a 

particularly lovely feature,’ says Mijke.  

‘The first light of dawn comes into the 

bedrooms on both floors.’

Since the project was completed, the 

farmhouse and the old dairy in Ballilogue 

have also been restored. In fact, Mijke’s 

house is so attractive that the owner of  

 C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E
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‘I love our barn – the stone walls give a 
feeling of protection and are really cosy 

and warm in winter,’ SAYS MIJKE
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C O N V E R T E D  B A R N

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

MEZZANINE  

LIVING AREA 

Flooded with light from 

the large roof window, 

the living area (left and 

right) overlooks the 

double-height dining 

area. A Welsh tapestry 

rug and cushions add 

interest to the sofa

UPSTAIRS BEDROOM

Tucked in under the 

roof, the upper-level 

bedroom looks out  

over the tops of trees
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C O N V E R T E D  B A R N

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

DOWNSTAIRS 

BEDROOM

The wooden flooring 

has been stained a 

striking dark colour to 

contrast with the pale 

walls and furniture

BATHROOM 

A built-in well above the 

bath brings in daylight 

from the roof level – the 

plumbing has all been 

carefully built into the 

walls and the stonework 

refinished. All taps and 

mixers are Arne Jacobsen 

Vola, while the shower 

curtain is from Habitat

the stone farmhouse consulted the same 

architect after seeing it! Now the farmyard 

resembles a tiny village of stone dwellings. 

‘We feel part of a community here in 

Ballilogue. We love the place itself but,  

more importantly, it’s the welcome and  

the friendliness of the people that makes  

us feel so at home,’ says Mijke. 

The couple now divide their time between  

the Netherlands and Ireland, and Mijke,  

who’s a chef, often caters for other people 

staying in the Ballilogue estate: ‘Like us, 

some of our neighbours use their homes  

for holidays or rent them out for certain 

periods of the year,’ she says, ‘so we get  

to enjoy the countryside and, from time  

to time, meet wonderful people from all  

over the world too!

‘I love our barn, the stone walls give a 

feeling of protection, and are so cosy and 

warm in winter. It’s a small home but has 

everything we need. In summer, we enjoy 

the lovely light and the outside space.  

The dining area opens into a little stone 

courtyard, which becomes our external 

dining room, and is a great space for 

barbecues and dinner parties. Ballilogue  

is a magical place.’  HB

The barn is available to rent as a 

holiday let at ballilogue.com
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LIVING ROOM

The original fireplace with  

its pale blue bricks is a 

lovely focal point. Above  

it is a framed piece of 

wallpaper handpainted  

by Mary’s mother. The 

Berlin sofa is from Loaf  

while an inherited Parker  

Knoll armchair has been 

upholstered in Ian 

Sanderson’s Umi fabric

R E A D E R  H O M E
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Inspiration from her late husband helped one woman turn this 

neglected 1920s house into a cosy, comfortable home

Artistic influence
WORDS JANET MCMEEKIN  PHOTOGRAPHY RICHARD GADSBY

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

HOME PROFILE

WHO LIVES HERE

Mary Orhan, 65,  

who’s retired

THE PROPERTY 

A three-bedroom detached 

house in Chichester, West 

Sussex. It was built in the 

1920s and then extended 

during the 1970s

PRICE £375,000

MONEY SPENT  

About £75,000

WHAT IT’S WORTH NOW 

About £560,000



KITCHEN

Sleek two-tone Leicht 

units and quartz 

worktops from 

Controlled Interiors 

have replaced the 

dated kitchen

‘It was extremely exciting to see 
my house take shape,’ SAYS MARY
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I
t was only as she began tackling her first home renovation that 

Mary Orhan realised she had an invaluable head start. ‘My late 

husband, Bil, was an architect and often we’d find ourselves 

chatting about his residential and commercial projects,’ she  

says. ‘Years later, when I set foot in this house and quickly started 

visualising how I could rejig the layout, it dawned on me how much 

knowledge I must have subconsciously gleaned along the way.’ 

A year after Bil’s unexpected death in 2001, Mary and her children 

Ben, now 28, and Melisa, now 24, moved from their four-storey 

Georgian home in Greenwich, south London, to a smaller 1970s-style 

property in Chislehurst, near Bromley in Kent.

‘Although that house didn’t need any structural work, I updated  

it with a new kitchen and bathroom and redecorated throughout,’ 

she says. ‘I thoroughly enjoyed the whole process.’

When Ben and Melisa left home, Mary began re-evaluating her  

life and, in 2012, decided the time was right to follow her dream  

of relocating to somewhere close to the sea.

‘My sister, Bea Veness, who’s a printmaker, lives a stone’s throw 

from the water’s edge at Emsworth in Hampshire, while my nephew 

owns a house near Chichester, just over the border in West Sussex,’ 

says Mary. ‘These family links, plus the proximity to the south coast 

and the South Downs National Park, made me feel this would be the 

ideal spot to put down new roots.’

Having sold the Chislehurst house in September 2012, Mary 

decided to rent in West Sussex for a few months so she could check 

out the area properly before buying her next home. ‘Just two weeks 

later, having viewed only three properties, that initial plan of not 

rushing into anything went completely out of the window when  

I found this house,’ says Mary. ‘I could see that it was in an excellent 

location, within easy walking distance of Chichester city centre and, 

despite being rather tired and dark, it had a lovely feel.’

With many ideas formulating in Mary’s mind about how she  

could inject more light into the property, she swiftly snapped it  

up. After the sale had gone through, Mary invited a family friend  

who’s a retired architect, to visit and give his expert opinion on  

her proposed renovation plans. 

His suggestions included removing a downstairs wall to create  

an open-plan space that would incorporate a kitchen, dining area  

and living room; blocking up a window in the existing kitchen and 

enlarging another; replacing French doors at the rear with aluminium 

bifold doors; and installing new aluminium windows throughout. 

Mary was also keen to replace the old-fashioned kitchen, bathroom 

and ensuite, and lay new carpets, tiles and wooden floors to create 

separate zoned areas. ‘Thankfully my friend agreed that all of my 

suggestions were feasible, so I hired a builder and work started  

that December,’ she says.

Renting close by meant she could pop into her new home regularly 

to keep an eye on progress over the next four months. ‘It was exciting 

to see my house take shape and, I’m glad to say, there were no nasty 

discoveries or major obstacles along the way,’ Mary says. ‘As the work 

continued, I was very busy behind the scenes, sourcing everything 

from smart new kitchen units to tiles and fabrics.’

Her plan for a new kitchen involved knocking through a wall that 

separated the old kitchen from the C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

KITCHEN

A woodburning 

Morso stove was  

an indulgence. The 

vibrant print is by 

Nicholas Hely 

Hutchinson

LIVING ROOM/KITCHEN

Painting the open-plan kitchen 

and living room in Dulux’s 

Almond White has pulled the area 

together while the mixed flooring 

defines the separate areas
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‘I’m now surrounded by  
cherished artworks – my sister’s 

screenprints, my daughter’s fabric 
designs and even wallpaper 

painted by my mother,’ SAYS MARY

LIVING ROOM

Mary has created a 

delightful sitting room  

in what was previously  

a dining room. The 

curtains are in Seedheads 

fabric from John Lewis
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living room, but rather than remove all of it, she retained a little  

part. This small section of original wall adds interest to the shape  

of the room and, in this open-plan space, creates a clear division 

between the dining and kitchen areas.

When it came to the interior decor, Mary decided that the striking 

fireplace in the living room would be a fabulous starting point. ‘From 

the moment I walked in, I adored the delicate pale blue bricks of the 

original fireplace and, having seen Loaf’s retro-inspired Berlin sofa,  

I realised that this house really lent itself to the mid-century look  

that I naturally gravitate towards,’ she says.

Gradually, Mary, who grew up in an artistic family, began to  

weave her flair for colour and design into every room of her home. 

She’s cleverly teamed treasured objects and inherited pieces of 

upholstered furniture with a collection of new finds, charity shop 

bargains and lovingly upcycled purchases.

The result is a very welcoming home that’s bursting with  

interest and personality. ‘I’ve loved the whole process,’ she says.  

‘I’m now surrounded by cherished artworks, ranging from my sister’s 

eyecatching screenprints to my daughter’s fabric designs and even  

a beautiful framed piece of wallpaper that was handpainted by  

my mother back in the 1930s.

‘I definitely believe that all those conversations with Bil have 

influenced the way my home has evolved,’ says Mary. ‘I feel that he 

would have been very proud of what I’ve achieved – and I reckon 

he’d have loved the house just as much as I do.’  HB

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

EXTERIOR

Mary’s home  

by the sea

GUEST BEDROOM

A cushion featuring 

daughter Melisa’s Abacus 

design takes pride of 

place on the John Lewis 

bed. Screenprints are by 

Mary’s sister, Bea Veness

BATHROOM

Bold Orla Kiely towels  

and a Tango roller blind 

from Hillarys pack a punch 

in the new bathroom
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R E A D E R  H O M E

Seeing beyond the outdated decor of an 

unloved apartment has enabled the owner 

to create a glamorous home 

VISION
Modern

WORDS KAREN WILSON  PHOTOGRAPHY KATIE LEE

DINING ROOM

A grand bay window 

provides a great spot 

for Elizabeth to relax 

in. The simple curtains 

are from TK Maxx
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C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

HOME PROFILE

WHO LIVES HERE

Elizabeth Wiggins, 32, 

a knitwear lecturer and 

freelance designer

THE PROPERTY A Victorian 

two-bedroom ground-floor 

apartment in Jesmond, 

Newcastle, Tyne & Wear 

PRICE £185,000

MONEY SPENT £35,000

WHAT IT’S WORTH NOW 

£250,000

LIVING ROOM

When Elizabeth moved into the 

flat the cornicing, dado and 

picture rails were in immaculate 

condition. Her interior designer 

Cathy found the lamps in a 

vintage shop. The Snow White 

print by Christian Jackson from 

Monoqi ties in with the colour 

of the Getty sofa from sofa.com 
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TABLE SETTING

Elizabeth’s favourite 

Betty vase by Brissi 

takes pride of place  

on the Yardbird table 

from Cult Furniture

ISLAND

The slender Neff hob  

was a perfect fit for the 

split-level island, while  

the ex-display Elica 

extractor was reduced 

from £1,000 to £422

LIVING ROOM

Beneath the Ugly 

Duckling print by 

Christian Jackson 

from Monoqi, a club 

chair from sofa.com 

and metal finishes 

add touches of 

Gatsby glamour

UNITS 

Stone-effect slab 

doors with floating 

cream worktops give 

the kitchen wow 

factor. The clock is 

from TK Maxx



A
fter viewing more than 30 properties in  

the Newcastle suburb of Jesmond, Elizabeth 

Wiggins was starting to think she’d never 

find the perfect home. As she was already 

renting in the area, she knew it well, loved the bars, 

restaurants and shops on her doorstep and the fact that 

she could walk to her job teaching fashion students at 

Northumbria University. However none of the flats 

she’d viewed felt right to her.

Needing a fresh pair of eyes, she asked a friend, Cathy 

Dean, an interior designer, for advice. ‘She convinced me 

to pick an unloved property with good “bone structure”, 

as I was never going to find exactly what I wanted,’  

says Elizabeth. ‘So when an estate agent called to say  

a ground-floor Victorian flat had come back on the 

market, I took her along with me to the viewing.’

The flat hadn’t been touched since it was converted  

in the 1980s and had been rented out for 10 years. ‘The 

weakest part was the long, narrow kitchen in the middle 

of the flat, which had cheap units, a low false ceiling and 

a serving hatch into the living room,’ says Elizabeth.

‘It felt dismal with no window but I loved the living 

room next door for its high ceilings, intact cornicing and 

massive bay window. Cathy said it would be relatively 

easy to knock down the stud wall to make it open plan, 

and she helped me visualise how lovely it could be.’

With a new-found confidence, Elizabeth made an offer 

and Cathy drew up plans to reconfigure the space to make 

it more sociable. Eight weeks later Elizabeth got the keys 

and selected builder Stephen Brown of SB Property 

Services to undertake the renovation work. ‘His wasn’t the 

cheapest quote, but he understood what we wanted and 

was open to new ways of doing things,’ says Elizabeth, 

who moved in with her parents during the renovation. 

As the open-plan room would define the look of the 

whole flat, it was important to get that sorted first. ‘I 

wanted to raise the kitchen ceiling to the same height  

as the living room, but concealed pipework for the flats 

above meant it wasn’t feasible,’ she explains. Instead 

Cathy suggested raising it to the level of the picture rail. 

‘It was a compromise, but it actually works well to frame 

the kitchen cabinets and create two separate zones.’

Unfortunately the original fireplace had to be 

removed to make way for an island, but as it had been 

updated with 1970s floral tiles and an ugly brass fire, 

Elizabeth felt it wasn’t such a huge loss.

Choosing kitchen cupboards that would work with 

the living space was also key. ‘I considered painted 

Shaker units but didn’t want a pastiche of something 

old,’ says Elizabeth. ‘Then I thought about an ultra-

modern gloss-white kitchen but was worried it might 

feel too stark and clinical.’ Eventually Cathy suggested 

contemporary handleless units to contrast with the 

period features, but in a warm stone-effect finish.

To make it look less like a conventional kitchen, spaced 

out aluminium-effect wall units were fitted against a dark 

purple-brown feature wall and Cathy found an ex-display 

extractor hood that looks like a light fitting.

The bedrooms have also been cleverly redesigned,  

as previously the 
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KITCHEN 

A feature wall in Purple 

Brown by Little Greene 

offsets the German  

Hacker units from 

Callerton. Aluminium-

effect wall units are 

spaced out to give a 

designer feel. Bar stools 

are from Cult Furniture

V I C T O R I A N  F L A T
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SECOND BEDROOM

Once the doorway had 

been moved to create 

space for a double bed, 

recessed shelving was 

fitted in the area 

behind the bed

main bathroom could only be accessed through the 

second bedroom, and the tiny shower room next to the 

main bedroom was inadequate. By stealing some space 

from the hallway, the shower room has been turned  

into a Jack and Jill bathroom with access from both the 

hallway and main bedroom.

To make the reconfigured layout work, a new entrance 

with double doors was created for the main bedroom 

and the 1970s melamine cupboards were replaced with 

neat built-in wardrobes, one of which hides the boiler.

Another key change was blocking off the doorway  

into the second bedroom and creating a new entrance 

where an old cupboard used to be. ‘This meant it could 

now fit a double bed with recessed shelving behind,’  

says Elizabeth. ‘As space was tight for storage in the 

bedroom, we turned part of the ensuite into a dressing 

area with fitted wardrobes. I wanted it to be a nice  

glam space for guests rather than just a forgotten box 

room at the back of the flat.’

After four months of hard work, Elizabeth is delighted 

with her home. ‘I’d say it’s modern but comfortable with 

a few glamorous touches such as the silk headboards, 

and lots of different textures, rather than colours, to add 

interest,’ she says. ‘Cathy gave me the confidence to be  

a little bolder and made suggestions for changing the 

layout that I wouldn’t have thought of, but the finished 

space really reflects my personality.’  HB

 For info on Cathy, visit cathydeaninteriordesign.com

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

ENSUITE BATHROOM

Elizabeth bought the 

fittings, including a bath 

from Bathstore and shower 

from Showermania, for 

less than £1,000 at end- 

of-range clearance sales 

V I C T O R I A N  F L A T

STYLISH STORAGE

Ugly pipework has been 

hidden by an Ikea Billy 

bookcase that’s been 

adapted by Cathy with 

Harlequin fabric behind 

the glazed doors
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BRICKS + MONEY
Stay up to date with the latest property and financial advice

TWITTER TALK

Get the most from holiday 
cash with Holly Mackay, 
founder of finance advice 
website Boring Money 

@HB: How do I avoid 

commission/charges  

when buying currency? 

@boringmoney: Don’t get cash 

at the airport or rely on your 

usual debit card. Look at specialist 

credit cards or travel bureaux

@HB: Do travel insurance 

policies cover cash lost or 

stolen abroad?

@boringmoney: Most will if it 

was in a safe or with you and 

you tell the police. Max limit 

may be £300-£400 but it varies. 

Read the small print 

@HB: What’s the charge for 

using a debit card at an ATM?

@boringmoney: Lots! You’ll pay 

a penalty fee, a 3% transaction 

fee & a £1.50 ATM fee

@HB: And the charge for 

using a credit card abroad?

@boringmoney: Around 3%  

so get one that doesn’t charge  

a foreign exchange fee. For 

example Halifax Clarity has  

next to no fees if paid off 

@HB: I’ve heard it’s cheaper 

to pay in local currency.  

How do I arrange this? 

@boringmoney: Most hotels, 

shops and restaurants will ask 

you. If not, ask at the checkout 

or when they bring the bill 

@HB: What are prepaid cards? 

@boringmoney: You load them 

with cash before you go and 

use like a credit card. You can 

top up online. Good ones are 

Sainsbury’s & FairFX 

@HB: What are the benefits?

@boringmoney: There’s a ceiling 

to the amount you can load  

so the risk is limited if it’s stolen. 

Beware of monthly charges  

and ATM fees 

Taking money out of your property is known as 

equity release and, according to recent research by 

Moneyfacts, the market for financial products that 

make this possible has more than doubled in three 

years. There are at least 70 equity-release deals 

available covering options suitable for over-55s. 

‘This is the minimum age to take out equity 

release,’ says Steve Wilkie, managing director at 

equity release specialists Responsible Life. ‘Any 

younger and it’s more difficult to set a fixed 

interest rate as the potential timespan is too long.’

The equity release market, which had a 

reputation for sharp practices such as mis-selling 

to vulnerable older people, has smartened up  

its act now, according to Richard Eagling, editor 

of Investment Life & Pensions Moneyfacts: 

‘Options such as drawdown mortgages and the 

ability to service debt, combined with the Equity 

Release Council’s rigorous standards that govern 

the provision of advice and products, have 

transformed the market.’ Here’s a brief guide  

to releasing the equity in your home…

WHAT IS EQUITY?
Equity is the difference between the property 

value and any secured debts such as an existing 

mortgage. Until recently home reversion schemes 

were popular. They involve a homeowner selling 

all or part of their property to a home reversion 

provider in return for a lump sum or regular 

payments. ‘However, they are no longer sold as  

a number of innovations in lifetime mortgages 

have meant they no longer have unique 

benefits,’ explains Steve Wilkie.

REMORTGAGE VERSUS  
LIFETIME MORTGAGE
‘These are the most common ways of releasing 

equity,’ says Steve Wilkie. ‘Remortgaging is 

more traditional but the older you are, the 

harder it is to meet the lender’s criteria. Modern 

lifetime mortgages are designed for homeowners 

aged 55 and over. They offer a percentage of your 

Cashing in on 
your home

equity as a tax-free lump sum, or a lump sum and 

drawdown facility, while you retain full home 

ownership. A fixed interest rate is applied and the 

released amount plus interest is recouped from the 

house sale when the owner dies or goes into care.’

SELECTING THE RIGHT PLAN
The range of lifetime mortgages includes flexible 

repayment, interest-only, drawdown – where 

you take out money as you need it rather than 

as a lump sum – medically underwritten and 

protected equity; see below. ‘If you’re 

comfortable making repayments, choose a  

plan with repayment or interest-only options,’ 

advises Steve Wilkie. ‘If you have lifestyle or 

medical conditions, you may want to go for  

an underwritten plan to access more funds.’

PROTECT YOUR ASSETS
If leaving a specific amount of inheritance to your 

children is important, choose a ‘protected equity’ 

plan, which guarantees the lifetime mortgage will 

not affect a pre-specified percentage of your equity.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN A PLAN
With equity release from a reputable company, 

the plan should ensure you remain the homeowner 

for life; you can move the plan should you move 

house; you’ll never owe more than the value of 

your home, and you have the choice to make no 

repayments at all during your lifetime.

BE CAREFUL
Make sure your equity release provider is on the 

Financial Conduct Authority register at fca.org.uk 

– search by the company name – and is a 

member of the Equity Release Council.

For many of us, home is our 
biggest asset. So it’s no surprise 
that more owners are looking  
at ways to unlock its value

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

Use the value  
of your home  
to raise money 
when needed
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We’re coming to the end of our three-year fixed-
rate mortgage and want to fix again, but we don’t 
know how long to go for. Also, the experts keep 
saying the base rate is going to rise but then it 
doesn’t, and that’s confusing us even more.

A fixed-rate mortgage is a good idea if you’re on a tight 

budget or worried about interest rate rises. Most borrowers 

fix for two, three or five years, but you can also opt for 10 

years. The shorter the time, the cheaper the rate, but think 

about interest rate movements: if you fix for two years and 

rates rise during that time, when you remortgage you’ll have 

to pay a higher rate. But if you fix for five years, you might 

pay more but you’re protected from rises for longer. 

Don’t fix for longer than you’re sure about. If you go  

for a 10-year term and then move during that time, you may 

not be able to take your mortgage with you, and end up 

paying a hefty early repayment charge. 

One final thought – not even the experts know when interest 

rates will rise, so take what they say with a pinch of salt. Just 

act according to your circumstances and what suits you.

How long should  
we fix for?

PROPERTY FINANCE 
SPECIALIST
Melanie Bien

Money expert and founder  

of Bien Media

There’s an acre of garden 

surrounding this cottage, 

including fruit trees, a 

polytunnel, greenhouse 

and two paddocks. Inside, 

there are three bedrooms, 

two bathrooms, a lounge 

with full-height Manx 

stone fireplace, snug, 

conservatory and beamed 

kitchen with range. 

Deanwood,  

01624 825995

ISLAND life

BONCHURCH, VENTNOR, ISLE OF WIGHT 

FISHERS HILL, CASTLETOWN, ISLE OF MAN 

This detached property 

has a blue plaque 

dedicated to John Leech, 

who was an illustrator for 

Charles Dickens. There are 

four double bedrooms,  

a south-facing drawing 

room with twin French 

doors opening onto the 

garden, and a country 

kitchen with an Aga.

Hose, Rhodes, Dickson, 

01983 507922

Set in more than an acre 

of paddock, this detached 

Edwardian residence has 

commanding views of 

countryside and coastline. 

It has five/six bedrooms – 

three ensuite – and three 

receptions, plus solid 

wood floors and period 

features, and it’s near  

the beach and shops. 

Williams & Goodwin, 

01407 760500

HAFOD, CEMAES BAY, ANGLESEY

CALGARY, ARDVASAR, ISLE OF SKYE

Built to high energy-

efficient standards, this 

architect-designed four-  

bedroom home has views 

over the Sound of Sleat  

to Mallaig and beyond. 

The focal point is the 

open-plan living room/ 

dining room/kitchen. It 

comes with permission  

to build an annexe. 

CKD Galbraith,  

01463 224343

PROPERTY gossip
Jackie Collins was the queen of Hollywood glamour, and now 
the Art Deco-style mansion she had built in the 1990s is up for 
sale. The British-born novelist, who died from breast cancer in 
2015 aged 77, created a home perfect for one of her glitzy heroines, 
complete with zebra-print cushions in the breakfast room. 

The $30m property, sited on a gated lot of just under an  
acre in Beverly Hills, has eight bedrooms, 15 bathrooms  
and a 100ft-long, two-storey art gallery as an entrance hall. 
The master suite features a living room, oice, his-and-hers 
baths and walk-in closets. There’s also a guest apartment, 
gym, sauna, screening room, a large chef’s kitchen with 
three islands and, of course, an azure-blue pool, with a  
spa and a bar. It’s listed with Hilton & Hyland.

£599,000

£549,950

£585,000

Jackie Collins’ 
mansion would 
suit anyone after 
a glamorous life
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From whole house revamps to  
clever room makeovers, be  
inspired by these projects

TRANSFORMED
HOMES
CLASSIC  ● CONTEMPORARY

KITCHEN 

By knocking the original 

kitchen, living and dining 

rooms into one, Jayne 

created a spacious 

communal family area with 

a contemporary coastal look 

anchored by the driftwood-

style Belcanto Country Oak 

laminate flooring from B&Q 
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HOME PROFILE

WHO LIVES HERE

Jayne Houghton, 51, a  

music industry PR consultant, 

and her children Sam, 20,  

and Stella, 16

THE RENOVATION

An open-plan kitchen, which 

was the final stage of the 

complete renovation of a 

detached 1950s bungalow 

in Saltdean, East Sussex. 

Jayne paid £290,000 for the 

property and spent a total 

of £75,000 on all the work, 

with the kitchen area costing 

£6,690. The bungalow is now 

worth £430,000

COASTAL
SANCTUARY

A 1950s seaside bungalow has been  

transformed with a modern open-plan kitchen/living 

room on a surprisingly small budget

WORDS MANDI MILLAR  PHOTOGRAPHY FIONA WALKER-ARNOTT

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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W 
ith a milestone birthday on the horizon, PR  

consultant Jayne Houghton decided it was time for  

a change. ‘My children and I had been living in the 

centre of Brighton but I wanted more space and  

a quieter lifestyle – not to mention a fresh challenge!’ she says.

She spent hours scouring property websites until she found a 

down-at-heel, pokey 1950s bungalow. ‘It was crying out for a 

makeover and the potential was huge. It’s just two minutes from the 

beach and the light streams in from the South Downs. There was a 

private garden, huge detached brick garage and a massive loft ripe  

for conversion,’ she says. Jayne also loved the idea of turning this 

two-bedroom bungalow into an open-plan family home. ‘My plan 

was to open up the downstairs kitchen, living and dining rooms to 

create a communal living space with a contemporary coastal look.’

The family moved in during autumn 2014 and work began in 

January 2015. ‘I financed the renovation work from the sale of our 

Brighton home but the budget was tight so we had to live in the 

house throughout. I only used an architect for the building regulation 

drawings, and we employed local tradesmen. We did it all under 

permitted development, so we didn’t need planning permission.’

Despite this, transforming the downstairs area wasn’t easy. The 

original kitchen was dark and dated with the wall space interrupted 

by two doors and just a tiny window. ‘By taking down the walls 

between the kitchen, dining room and living room, and blocking  

up the doors to the garden and from the hall to the old kitchen,  

I was able to create a unified space. I replaced the window with 

French doors, making the most of the garden view,’ says Jayne.

She wanted the kitchen to be a communal space where she  

could cook while friends and family gathered and chatted around 

her, and where they would  

LIVING/DINING ROOM

To complement the room’s 

understated contemporary 

look, Jayne has reinstated the 

fireplace as just a hole in the 

wall. Organic objects, such as 

the cow hide rug and horned 

skull add texture and tone with 

the other natural materials

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

SOCIABLE SPACE

Jayne has created  

a communal area 

where friends and 

family can gather
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be able to eat. They now have one big room with the kitchen at  

one end, the living space at the other, and in between a scrubbed 

refectory table denotes the dining area. 

In order to differentiate the zones and create a welcoming mood, 

lighting was a priority. ‘If the ambience isn’t right you won’t want  

to spend time there,’ says Jayne. ‘I opted for a low pendant light 

over the dining area because it’s so cosy, and went for unobtrusive 

functional downlighters in the kitchen.’

For both the flooring and kitchen worktop, Jayne chose laminate. 

‘Natural timber’s lovely but the laminate is practical and there’s no 

upkeep,’ she says. She also took her time selecting the appliances. 

‘They take up a huge chunk of your budget so it’s important to get 

them right. I visited showrooms to see them for myself and then 

shopped around on the internet for the best bargains.

‘I wanted my ovens at eye-level as they’re more accessible, and  

a chrome hob. The rest of the appliances are integrated behind the 

flat-fronted units for a sleek finish. I also chose a 70:30 fridge-freezer 

though the kids would’ve preferred a bigger freezer,’ she continues.

Unexpected expenses were among the biggest hurdles. ‘The 

driveway had to be dug up – twice – first to install mains gas and 

then to correct a sewage issue. All very expensive!’ says Jayne. But 

she was able to offset it by making savings elsewhere, for instance, 

by installing a laminate splashback for a fifth of the price of tiles,  

and getting the kitchen direct from Howdens. 

Now it’s finished and she’s had time to enjoy her new family  

space Jayne appreciates the difference. ‘It was a huge undertaking, 

especially while running a business and being a mum. But it’s been 

incredibly rewarding. I’ve created something of a sanctuary here 

away from the stresses of work and the hectic lives of teenagers. 

When I look at the before and after pictures I’m really pleased.’

WHAT IS permitted development? 

Permitted development is general planning permission granted by 

Parliament – it means you can perform certain types of building work 

on your property without having to apply to the local authority for 

individual planning permission.

While permitted development rights apply to many common house 

projects, they don’t apply to flats, maisonettes or other buildings.  

In some parts of the country known as ‘designated areas’, they’re  

more restricted. For example, if you live in a Conservation Area, a 

National Park, an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty or the Norfolk 

or Suffolk Broads, you’d need to apply for planning permission for 

work that could be done under permitted development elsewhere. 

There are also different rules for listed buildings.

To find out more, visit The Planning Portal at planningportal.co.uk. 

Before work begins, you should also contact your local planning 

authority to discuss your proposal so that you’re clear on what you 

are and aren’t allowed to do. 

SINK AREA

Jayne took this 

photo in the 

Canaries and had 

the image made 

into a canvas print 

by Colourstream. 

The Wilsonart 

Coco Bolo range 

splashback and 

worktop from 

hcsupplies.co.uk 

echo the texture 

in the photograph

WHAT IT COST 

Units  ............................................. £4,500

Flooring  ........................................... £350

Worktop and splashback  .................. £380

Appliances  .................................... £1,250

Lighting  ........................................... £210

TOTAL  .......................................... £6,690

TABLE

The runner 

from George at 

Asda adds a 

Scandi touch

CHAIRS

Mismatched 

chairs from 

junk shops 

bring interest

 SEND US YOUR RENOVATION PROJECT AND WIN FABULOUS PRIZES. VISIT housebeautiful.co.uk FOR DETAILS
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THE RIGHT STRIPE
Give coastal style a sophisticated spin by using fabrics 

featuring different stripe widths and add touches  

of grey to the familiar blue and white palette. Mix and 

match a variety of striped fabrics for cushions and 

Roman blinds. At a wide window a single blind 

would save on cost but a pair of narrow blinds looks 

more relaxed and offers greater light control. 

Blinds made up in Anglesey Stripe, £22 a metre;  

Cloche glass ceiling pendant, £120; Dillon nest  

of two tables (one shown), £75; Salcombe Stripe 

jute rug, from £156; all John Lewis

A FABULOUS VIEW
Great ideas to give your windows a fantastic new look this summer
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1 CHANGE OF SCENE
To put your home in the holiday mood swap heavy  

curtains for unlined drapes made up in crisp natural 

fabrics. If you hang your curtains from ties, attach  

them to curtain rings and they’ll be easier to close.  

Curtains made up in Grain Stripe Indigo linen, £39.50  

a metre; trimmed with Campbell Union in Navy, £39.50  

a metre; both Ian Mankin. The Fentbury sofa, from 

£1,147, Sofas & Stuff, is similar 

2 A MEASURED APPROACH
Readymade roller blinds offer an instant update. To get a 

sleek tailored finish, contact a soft furnisher or a specialist 

company who will visit your home, measure the windows 

and make and install the blinds to a professional standard.

Padro Spring roller blinds, from £90 for a blind W61cm 

x H61cm, Hillarys. The Dante dining table and bench 

set, £499, from Made is similar 

3 BALANCING ACT
The sometimes conflicting needs for privacy and light are 

easily met with tier-on-tier shutters, which have separate 

upper and lower panels. Light can be controlled further by 

tilting the slats and each panel can be adjusted separately. 

Tier-on-tier Phoenix shutters in Dulux Luna Landscape 

5, from £230 a sq metre, The Shutter Store. White 

Wishbone chairs, £575 each, The Conran Shop. Knoll 

Saarinen tulip table, from £2,952 at nest.co.uk is similar

C O N T I N U E D  OV E R  PAGE

2

3
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4 TEAM WORK
Coordinated collections allow you to layer blinds and 

curtains to create an individual look, mixing plains with 

prints, florals with stripes and smooth weaves with 

textures. There are no hard and fast rules, but remember 

that vertical stripes make windows seem taller and subtle, 

monochrome geometrics have a cool, sophisticated look.

Roman blind in Cascade Citrine, from £148 for W65cm x 

H75cm; curtains in Origin Citrine, from £151 for W127cm 

x H137cm; cushion in Cascade Citrine, £27; all House 

Beautiful Origins collection at Hillarys. Bloomingville 

Kubu rattan chair, £230, Out There Interiors, is similar 

5 A FLASH OF BRILLIANCE
A roller blind with a bold design can bring colour and 

pattern to an understated area. For a neat finish and to 

avoid accidents, fit a cleat or tensioner at the side  

to secure the operating cord or chain.      

Foxglove roller blind in Bluebell (W913mm x H1524mm), 

£123, Apollo Blinds. Similar radiator cover, from £203, Jali  

6 COLOUR BLOCK
Blackout blinds aren’t just for the bedroom – in the living 

room they protect against the glare and heat of bright 

sunshine and will help keep the room cool.

Estella blackout roller blind in Citrus with Orient Wood 

trim, from £65 for W61cm x H61cm, The Fabric Box. The 

Abbie chaise corner sofa, £579 from Modern, is similar

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

5

6

4
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‘Coloured shutters are a perfect way 
to inject character into a scheme. 

Select a few furniture pieces in the 
same shade for a cohesive look.’  

KIERA BUCKLEY-JONES, INTERIORS EDITOR TALL ORDER
On sunny days a wall of windows lets 

the light stream in, but at night or 

when it’s raining, colourful floor-to-

ceiling shutters will create a bright 

and cheerful look. Full-length shutters 

that are fully slatted or, like these, 

with solid panels below and louvres 

above, give a cosy feel when closed 

and fold away neatly to the side, 

leaving the glass clear. 

Full-length shutters with solid 

lower panels, from £168 a sq metre, 

The Shutter Store. Herringbone 

wallpaper by Ferm Living, £65  

a roll, Naken Interiors. Xavier 

Pauchard metal chairs, £55 each, 

Cult Furniture, are similar



TAKE FLIGHT
Choose furnishing fabrics to extend the 

season and give a sense of the summer 

all year round. Curtains printed with 

beautifully drawn plants or this richly 

coloured pattern of exotic butterflies will 

be a daily reminder of warm, sunny days.

Curtain made up in Papilio viscose/

linen, £59 a metre from the Amazilia 

collection, Harlequin. The Alexander 

Rose Cornis four-seater set, £690, 

Dobbies, is similar



House Beautiful JULY 2016 75

7 FINISHING TOUCH

Shutters come in a choice of finishes, from natural timbers 

to solid colours. Most manufacturers offer a range of 

standard, neutral shades, but bright colour can look 

stunning as part of a decorating scheme – just bear in 

mind that it will also be visible from outside. 

Tier-on-tier shutters, from £168 a sq metre, The Shutter 

Store. Zeppelin sofa, from £510, sofa.com. Green and 

cream dhurrie, from £285, Mahout Lifestyle

8 LAZY DAYS
Installing motorised blinds is a useful way to make your 

home appear occupied while you’re out. Q Motion, Appeal 

and Thomas Sanderson have wireless powered blinds that 

can be operated remotely. Most can be programmed using a 

timer and some respond to changes in temperature or light.  

Ultra Smart roller blind in Tropics Verde, £371 for 

W100cm x H120cm, Appeal

9 A LIGHT FROST
When you want both light and privacy or just to screen  

an unattractive view, frosted window film is the easy 

answer. Applying it to the glass is a simple DIY job  

and when you fancy a change, you can peel it off.

Window film panels in Frostbite FB021, from £30 each, 

The Window Film Company. The Peacock rattan vintage 

armchair, £169.90, Maisons du Monde, is similar  HB
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Aland stripe rug, from £58, Design 
Vintage. Lara Salmon runner, £13.99; 
Off White napkin, £7.99; both 
LinenMe. Round breadboard, £27, 
Graham and Green. Teapot, £120; salt 
pot (holding paperclips), £11; both Mud 
Australia. Meerut scissors, £12.95, 
Rockett St George. Agna stoneware 
bowl, £12.95 for two, Graham and 
Green; filled with Green Blue estate 
emulsion, £39.50 for 2.5L, Farrow & 
Ball. Dip Glaze cereal bowl (containing 
plums), £55 for four, Cox & Cox. 
Moroccan glass, £3, Heal’s. Swatches 
(l-r): Poppy Damask, £48 a metre, 
Sanderson. Wesley Ticking Stripe in 
Strawberry, £111.40 a metre, 
Schumacher at Turnell & Gigon. Hamble 
Hamb-015, £96 a metre, Fermoie. Plain 
linen in Dove, £44 a metre, Vanessa 
Arbuthnott. Boheme linen in Blush, 
£26.50 a metre, Harlequin

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

MASTERCLASS
MOODBOARD

BE INSPIRED BY OUR COVER TO EMBRACE A BEAUTIFULLY  
BRIGHT SCHEME WITH ACCENTS OF CORAL 

Get the look A pale grey rug and walls painted soft mint are perfect  
pared-back partners for a bold accent shade. For a modern look combine 
subtle patterned prints with stripes and block colours 
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Dining room Choose streamlined elegant furniture in pale wood and 
white as the basis for a relaxed dining area. Use warm tones of coral for 
contrast and add a utility chic pendant above the table as a subtle focal point 

Walls in Green Blue estate emulsion, 
£39.50 for 2.5L, Farrow & Ball. Table, 
£1,775; bench, £910; both Another 
Country. Chair, £185; pendant, £55; 
both Cox & Cox. Bradshaw shelving, 
£199, Marks & Spencer. Lambswool 
cushion cover, £29, Northlight 
Homestore. On table (l-r): Lara Salmon 
runner, £13.99, LinenMe. Flared dinner 
plates, £35 each, Mud Australia. 
Aquarelle cutlery, £12 a piece, Holly’s 
House. Dip Glaze cereal bowls, £55 
for four, Cox & Cox. Napkins, £7.50 
each, The Linen Works. Glasses, £4.95 
each, Nkuku. Flared red bowl, £38, 
Mud Australia. Agna small bowl, £8.95; 
breadboard, £27; both Graham and 
Green. Breakfast cup, £19.50; teapot, 
£54; both Holly’s House. On upper 
shelf: Small plates, £7.95 each; Jumbo 
mugs, £8.95 each; all Graham and 

Green. Flared dinner plates, £35 each; 
blue beaker, £32; water jug, £91; all 
Mud Australia. On lower shelf: Rustic 
fruit bowl, £60, Cox & Cox. Chamba 
storage jar, £39.95, Nkuku. Clear glass 
jars, from £9.50 each, Design Vintage
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Smooth lines
With a retro look, this table is crafted 

from a solid MDF core with an oak 

veneer top, and the two benches are 

made from solid oak. Clayton 180cm 

bench set, £499, Out & Out Original

Plaster cast
Made from matt 

white plaster, this 

curvy pendant has  

a floral decorative 

relief pattern on the 

interior. Susannah 

1 light white 

pendant, £82.80, 

Dar Lighting 

Take a step 
Combining form and 

function, this natural ash 

wood and metal unit can 

be used as a bookcase or 

for storing tableware. 

Step Up bookcase, 

£400, Scandi Living

Quick fix
Update a plain 

scheme with pretty 

bowls that have a 

floral design inside. 

Delta handpainted 

bowls, £10 for four, 

Shabby Store 

Fabulous faux
Resplendent in red, white and 

blue, this silk arrangement is  

wonderfully realistic. Britannia 

centrepiece in a clear glass 

vase, £149, Bloom 

Wonderful wicker
Dine in style with this 

unusual chair, which 

has a comfy rattan seat 

and sturdy powder-

coated legs. Natural 

rattan dining chair, 

£219, Holly’s House 

Wrap up
Choose a textured throw like this 

beautiful pure cotton design, perfect 

for adding colour and depth to a 

scheme. Dickins & Jones knit 

throw, £75, House of Fraser

Chalky finish
Choose a soft aqua shade 

for the walls. It will look 

wonderfully fresh with 

white woodwork. Italian 

Ice Green Regal matte 

emulsion, £18 for 2.5L, 

Benjamin Moore

Keep it simple
This charming mug is 

finished in a grey glaze with 

an unglazed base and rim, 

and each piece is stackable 

for easy storage. Hasami 

mug, £22, Workshop

Optical efect
Handwoven in India,  

this luxurious flatweave 

kelim has a stunning 3-D 

quality and will create an 

eyecatching focal point 

on bare boards. Lubo 

rug, £424, Woven

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  PA G E
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Get the look Coral and turquoise is a contrasting colour 
pairing that’s guaranteed to add impact. Team delicate 
florals with elements of graphic pattern for a modern edge 

Blue geometric wallpaper  
Axis 110833, £49 a roll, Scion. 
Paintbrush, pot and buttons, 
stylist’s own. Floral wallpaper 
Mimi 75029, £54 a roll, 
Harlequin. Terracotta Warrior 
matt emulsion, £38 for 2.5L, 
Fired Earth. Signal textured weave 
cushion cover in Tomato, £60, 
Kirkby Design. Vermicelli 
wallpaper in Peach and Pink, 
£80 a roll, Cole & Son. Dartington 
Crystal Little Gems Ink Blue urn 
vase, £20, Amara. Gardening 
indoors knob, £8; latte bowl in 
Tangerine, £3.50; notebook, £6; 
all Anthropologie. Blue fabric 
7757/23 in Ruskin Kingfisher, £55 
a metre; Geo Diamond linen 
7752/01 in Danton Blush, £130  
a metre; both Romo. Opal 
Colour for Living wallpaper  
by Sanderson (background),  
£50 a roll, Wallpaper Direct 
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Osaka Tangerine double 
duvet cover, £89; Oxford 
pillowcases, £35 for two; 
Loops sham in Cinnamon, 
£30; lace cushion in Petrol 
Blue, £39; Horizon cushion 
in Rust, £30; all Christy

Bedroom Floral bedlinen is the starting point here. To draw attention 
to the vivid coral flower print, add a block colour cushion and rug. And  
bring the whole thing together with a sumptuous upholstered headboard
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Night night
Relax in classic 

19th-century Regency 

style with this 

luxurious button-

backed bedstead. 

Foxtail double  

bed, £825, Button  

& Sprung 

Iconic detail
Invest in pieces  

that stand the test 

of time, like this 

pendant made 

from lacquered  

and chromed steel. 

VP1 Flowerpot 

pendant light, 

£179, Rume 

Tangerine dream
Made from the finest merino wool, this 

gorgeous throw will ensure warmth and 

comfort all night. Donata Superfine 

merino wool throw, £39.99, Wool Me 

Colour pop
Zesty orange will create 

impact with this angular 

lamp with a trumpet 

shade. Truman table 

lamp, £35, Made

Modern touch
Sleek and monochromatic, 

this handy side table will  

add a contemporary edge  

to a floral scheme. Modular 

side table, £98, The French 

Bedroom Company

Natural influence
Inspired by the vibrant, round 

leaves of the smoke bush 

shrub, this dramatic 

screenprinted cushion will 

certainly catch the eye. Smoke 

Bush Ombre linen cushion, 

£69, Clarissa Hulse 

British art
This artwork is a reproduction of 

an original Barbara Hepworth 

print. Genesis framed print, 

£75, John Lewis 

Smoky efect
Inky tones work well 

with coral; this curvy 

glass vase is recycled 

and will look stunning 

with orange or red 

blooms. Blue stem 

glass vase, £12.50, 

Soak & Sleep 

Colour confident
Use tones of grey to anchor the look. This 

vintage-style piece would also work well  

with coral knobs. Camille chest of  

drawers, £349, Swoon Editions 

Honeycomb 
Crafted by hand from pure 

wool weft and cotton 

warp, this muted-toned rug 

has a soft feel underfoot 

and will add colour to a 

neutral floor. Mazan rug, 

£139, Urbanara 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE  FOR MORE INSPIRATION, SEE OUR PINTEREST BOARD AT pinterest.com/house_beautiful
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CHILL ZONE
Keep cool this summer with homemade 

ice cream, cold drinks and luscious lollies

1 Teal straws, £2.85 for 25, Pipii 2 Reuben beer 

beakers, £48 for four, Rowen & Wren 3 Granada 

goblets, £8 each, Anthropologie 4 Yellow Submarine 

reusable ice cubes, £5 for six 5 Ice crusher, £10.99, 

amazon.co.uk 6 Sundae glasses, £1.99 each, Dunelm 

7 Marble shelf with brass brackets, £65, Graham and 

Green 8 Mason Jar cocktail shaker, £34, Rowen & 

Wren, filled with edible flower ice cubes (flowers from 

Maddocks Farm) 9 Tea towel, £12, Thornback & Peel 

10 Kate Spade ice bucket, £45, Amara 11 Pineapple 

9

8

1

C A P S U L E  C O L L E C T I O N
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silicone ice cube tray, £5, Rice 12 Mini ice-cream 

maker, £19.97, Lakeland 13 Iittala Kastehelmi 

glass plate, £12.50, Cloudberry Living 14 Yellow 

ice-cream scoop, £3, Rice 15 Ice-cream cone 

holder, £19.99, Nisbets 16 Ice lolly making kit 

with homemade sticks, £9, House Envy 17 Rice 

long spoons, £8.50 for six, House of Fraser  

18 Culinary Concepts tea party cone/waffle 

maker, £35.99, Wayfair 19 Ceramic pinch pots, 

£11 each, Mud Australia 20 Ice-cream tubs, 

£3.25 for eight, Meri Meri 21 Stanford sideboard, 

£999, Content by Terence Conran  Wall painted  

in Middleton Pink, £39.50 for 2.5L, Farrow & Ball

19
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20
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CORAL CHARISMA
Inject personality with these catwalk-inspired shades

Tiger Rose low sheen 

emulsion, £42 for 2.5L,  

Konig Colours

Karma matt emulsion,  

£24 for 2.5L, Graham  

& Brown

Karma (above) is a coral hue 
within the pink spectrum, with 
soft blush tones that work well 
with natural materials such as 
raw wood, marble and slate.  
It brings elegance to a neutral 
grey palette and is strong 
enough to pair with deeper tones.
PAULA TAYLOR 
GRAHAM & BROWN

Tiger Rose is a rich, warm 
pink inspired by large blowsy 
English roses. Paint walls and 
keep the cornices, skirting and 
architraves in crisp white to 
create a wonderfully vibrant, 
modern space. It also looks 
pretty paired with lime green.
VANESSA GALLOWAY 
KONIG COLOURS

Eton Mess matt  

emulsion, £38 for  

2.5L, Fired Earth

HOT PINK 
Add heat to your scheme with deliciously deep hues

Leather 191 absolute  

matt emulsion, £38 for  

2.5L, Little Greene

The sophisticated Eton Mess 
(above) packs a punch. Use  
it with bold blocks of orange 
for an exotic Mexican-inspired 
scheme, or try it with a 
saturated green, such as Fired 
Earth’s Mad King George, for a 
warm and welcoming hallway.
ROB WHITAKER 
FIRED EARTH

Our brightest pink looks best  
as a feature wall against dark 
wood antique furniture, and 
luxurious textures such as silk, 
velvet and copper. Then team 
with a white ceiling. Alternatively, 
paint the floor of a studio in this 
colour for an inspiring space.
DAVID MOTTERSHEAD 
LITTLE GREENE

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

Industry experts reveal how to use gorgeous shades of pink
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Peignoir estate emulsion, 

£39.50 for 2.5L,  

Farrow & Ball

Peach Parfait emulsion, 

£54 for 3.87L,  

Benjamin Moore

NUDE PINKS
Introduce barely there subtle shades for easy comfort

The perfect pastel hue, Peach 
Parfait (above) brings spaces to 
life all over the home. It’s fast 
becoming the ‘new neutral’, as 
it makes rooms feel happy and 
full of personality. Pair it with 
dark colours, like the grey here, 
or go for a fresher scheme by 
teaming with other light shades.
BENJAMIN MOORE

Peignoir is soft and gentle and 
sits between pink and grey. 
Team it with Inchyra Blue and 
Vardo to create a striking study, 
layer with other soft tones to 
produce a relaxing bedroom  
or combine with Worsted for  
a clean, graphic efect.
CHARLOTTE COSBY 
FARROW & BALL

Socialite n22 alterior 

matt, £34.50 for  

2.5L, Eico

BLUSH TONES
Pastels will bring a wonderfully healthy glow

Upbeat and versatile, Pashmina 
(above – smaller pink section)  
is perfect to team with black 
accessories, but keep the flooring 
as neutral as possible to let  
the colour shine through. The 
underlying warmth of this will 
see you through the year.
JUDY SMITH 
CROWN

Socialite is a lovely pastel  
shade that looks great when 
teamed with buttery yellows, 
subtle pistachio hues and  
soft aqua blues. Use it in a room 
with lots of windows such as  
an extension or summerhouse 
for the prettiest of looks.
RISHI SUBEATHAR 
EICO 

Pashmina matt  

emulsion, £15.99  

for 2.5L, Crown

PRETTY 
OR PUNCHY?

The key is to decide whether 
to opt for a look that’s rich and 
dramatic or delicate and light. 

Colours in the pink spectrum vary 
drastically, but are ideal for creating  

a warming efect and needn’t  
be too sweet if paired with 

unfussy furniture and 
accessories.

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE FIND MORE COLOUR INSPIRATION AT housebeautiful.co.uk
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DREAM ROOM
Choose your

Select your top living room, bedroom and home  
oice and you could win a £100 voucher

Sleek, monochrome and urban, or sumptuous, colourful and  

full of artefacts – what style of living room do you aspire  

to? We want to find out the nation’s favourite living room, bedroom 

and home office looks – and we need you to take part by voting  

for your top photo. 

Simply visit housebeautiful.co.uk and search for House Beautiful 

Awards where you’ll see a selection of images under three separate 

headings: Dream Living Room, Dream Bedroom and Dream Home 

Office. Select your favourite in each category and click on your 

choice to cast your vote. 

The winners will be announced at the House Beautiful Awards  

in September, which celebrate the best quality, design and 

innovation in homewares, from fabrics to furniture, kitchens  

to bathrooms, and flooring to wallcoverings and white goods.

Once the voting closes on 30 June 2016, five lucky readers will 

each win a £100 voucher. 

While you’re online you can also decide which company should get 

the ultimate accolades of Best Home Retailer of the Year and Favourite 

Online Retailer by selecting your choice from the list of nominations. 

All the winners will be featured in a special supplement, free with 

the November issue, and online at housebeautiful.co.uk.

VOTE  
NOW!

From favourite home 

office styles…

…to gorgeous 

living rooms…

…and dream 

bedrooms
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 92 Plan to perfection
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110 Perfect paving
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REFRESH!
REVAMP!
RENEW!

BRILLIANT IDEAS FOR YOUR 
OUTDOOR SPACE
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PLAN TO

In summer we love to spend more time outside, so 

ensure your patio and garden deliver all that you need

PERFECTION
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There’s such a premium on 
space these days that any 
garden or patio is worth its 
weight in gold. When planning 
the design, think in terms of 
activities – will the space 
primarily be somewhere to 
relax and enjoy the sun, a place 
for boisterous children to let of 
steam, a plant-filled sanctuary 
or a kitchen garden – or all of 
these rolled into one? Consider 
mood and atmosphere too, as 
you would for an indoor room. 

Getting started
Whether planning a garden  
from scratch or modifying an 
established one, it helps to write 
ideas down. Draw out a scale 
plan, marking on fixtures such 
as a greenhouse, shed or tree. 
For an overview, look down  
on the plot from an upstairs 
window. Every garden needs  
a focal point to create visual 
appeal: if the main part of the 
space is to be turfed, the focal 
point could be a sculpture or 
water feature at the far end, to 
draw the eye across the space.

Positioning a patio
Opening up the back of the 
house with glazed doors and 
blurring the boundary between 
living and garden space is a 
popular way to add light and 
create a sense of space. The area 
outside is sometimes the only 
spot for a patio; make your 
outdoor sitting area part of the 
renovation design. A seamless 
join can be achieved by laying 
matching tiles inside and out, 
with frostproof versions outside. 

In a large garden, the patio 
can be positioned in the 
sunniest or shadiest spot, or 
more than one seating area  
can be included, each with its 
own purpose and look. If you 
especially want a table and 
chairs for entertaining or a  
sofa for relaxing on, err on the 
generous side for the patio; you 
need plenty of space to move 
around garden furniture. 

Position your seating so that 
you have a good view – no one 
wants to face the bins – and 
disguise any unwanted features 

with planting. Shading is a  
must, whether from a parasol, 
tall plants, or climbers growing 
over a pergola.

Surface materials
Make the most of hard surfacing 
to add architectural interest. 
Larger gardens can incorporate 
several materials for paved areas, 
paths and terraces. 

Stone and concrete slabs are 
popular but the contemporary 
favourite is porcelain tiles,  
often in a large 90cm format  
or plank-like strips. 

Decking is another option, 
bringing the warmth of wood  
to the garden, while using 
bricks, wood and gravel for 
winding paths makes them  
all the more enticing. 

Now’s the time to consider 
other landscaping needs, 
including changes in level 
needed to deal with a slope,  
raised beds for easy access,  
or new fences and walls.

Perfect planting
It’s the planting that brings a 
garden to life, adding colour  
and fragrance and encouraging 
wildlife. Bear in mind the type 
of soil and the ‘microclimate’ 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY ON PAGE 114

* Lanterns are an easy and good-looking 

choice, but to illuminate a table, choose outdoor 

adjustable spots that can be angled. Recessed 

soffit lights or buried uplighters will wash a wall 

with light to dramatic effect.

* A subtle approach can work best. ‘Be selective 

and remember that darkness can be used to 

conceal less attractive areas,’ says Sally Storey, 

design director at John Cullen Lighting.

* Spike and stake fittings will highlight individual 

plants or features and are easy to move as 

required. LED versions are low on energy use,  

or choose solar-operated versions. 

* Lighting steps and paths not only makes them 

safer but can also give them a magical effect. 

Eyelid lights can be recessed into a side wall  

and prevent glare. Fit ‘walkover’ lights to paths.

* Low-voltage outdoor lighting is safer and 

simpler to install than mains-powered versions.

* If you want to get it absolutely right, 

commission a lighting designer to put together  

a scheme that will magically transform a garden, 

with the lights on circuits to change the mood 

and atmosphere at a touch.

* Take care that external security or decorative 

lighting doesn’t disturb others. Beams must not 

point at windows of neighbouring houses.

* If fixing electrical lighting to the exterior of your 

home, you must use a competent installer and 

meet building regulations. You can find out more 

at planningportal.gov.uk.

Outdoor lighting

when choosing plants. Exposed 
sites, shady areas, free-draining 
and clay soils all suit diferent 
plants, but with the right mix 
there can be colour all year 
round. Introduce shrubs for 
structure and dramatic shape, 
and fill borders with perennials 
and annuals while allowing 
climbers to trail beautifully 
along a fence or wall.

The pale green 

summerhouse is the  

focal point of this  

garden. Gloucester  

bistro set, £360; bench (in 

front of summerhouse), 

£300; both Debenhams

An enchanting 

design by John 

Cullen Lighting 

P L A N N I N G



Coastal retreat A sheltered veranda makes a versatile outdoor dining area whatever the weather Paint the 
surrounding wood-clad walls a cool grey blue for a New England coastal feel. Try James intelligent exterior emulsion, 
£30 for 1L from Little Greene, and decorate with vintage oars, nets and lobster pots, which can be found on eBay  

A solid teak table is a great investment for the garden and will weather to a beautiful silvery finish. The Bordeaux 
six-seater table is £1,200 from Neptune. Accessorise with aromatic plants that add a beautiful summer fragrance  

Comfy all-weather willow chairs make this a place to relax and eat. Tuscany armchairs, £285 each, Neptune

NEW LOOKS FOR YOUR

OPEN SPACE
Laidback style for lazy summer days with natural 

textures and garden-inspired florals
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Swinging style A hammock strung up under a shady tree  
or pergola is the perfect place to take the weight of your feet  
and truly unwind Made from chunky woven seagrass, this 
hammock, £139 from Greige, is the ultimate in relaxation. Keep  
it natural with soft linen cushions Light up your garden with 
decorative lanterns so you can stay out as the sun goes down.  
Try the Seta rectangular windlight, £65 from Lombok

Top tiles With a table and chairs featuring decorative patterns 
in hot earthy tones, and Moroccan-style lanterns, this deck has a 
hint of the Med. Petra table and chair set, £999, Marks & Spencer 

A tasselled parasol, £129, Marks & Spencer, subtly continues the 
North African feel Dark grey paint on woodwork or masonry will 
look stylish and set of the furniture and warm-toned wood decking 

Invest in garden furniture that will also work indoors

Pretty Provence Make the most of the spot in your garden 
that enjoys the morning sun with a mini table and chairs; the 
Gloria bistro set, £103, B&Q, comes with comfortable seat  
pads A chalky natural finish perfectly suits a cottage garden, 
creating a soft, light look If you’re refreshing existing furniture 
in your garden, try Plastikote Outdoor Spray Paint in Warm  
Grey, £8.99 for 400ml, which works on most materials 

Watercolour blooms Painted floral designs add a touch of 
flower power to your garden with a beautifully patterned parasol 
and coordinated seat cushions. Country floral 2.7m wooden 
parasol, £59.99; matching floral seat cushions, from £12.99 for two; 
Peru six-seater dining set, £299.99; all Homebase Match your 
planting to your parasol by filling surrounding beds and pots 
with pale pink blooms C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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Pure decadence A canopied daybed creates a sophisticated 
oasis and provides a shaded sanctuary – the perfect spot to escape, 
recharge and relax. Westwood daybed with striped cushions,  
£649, Dobbies Go for the coordinated look and accessorise  
with cushions that match your pots and planting scheme  

Pinks and lavender blues are perfect in a cottage garden.  
Pink blush cushion, lavender cushion; both £14.99, Dobbies 

Seaside party Faded blue hues and distressed of-white 
fencing create an ambience of seaside summers. Make your own 
beach retreat by surrounding a low chunky reclaimed wood table 
with stripy floor cushions. Look at fabrics by Ian Mankin, from 
£29.50 a metre Decorate the scene with blue paper lanterns,  
£10 from Talking Tables Sand-filled jam jars make sturdy 
candleholders, while melamine plates in sea blues add colour

Colour clash Furniture in zingy colours, such as a pair of lime 
green chairs mixed in with a purple dining set, creates wow factor. 
Costa extending table, £1,278; chairs, £187 each; armchair, £227;  
all by Fermob from The Worm That Turned This arrangement 
suits a modern garden with strong architectural planting as a 
backdrop and minimal white planters filled with tropical foliage  

Continue the colour clash with the tableware

Tribal design Colourful woven designs are a key trend this 
season, inside and out. These striking chairs are made from 
fade-resistant synthetic rattan so will stay looking bright and 
beautiful for years to come. Icpalli garden armchair, £1,190, Go 
Modern Using vibrant furniture is a great way to introduce 
diferent colours to an all-green garden. Go for jade and hot 
earthy red to create a wonderful Spanish look
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Tropical paradise Give your garden a colourful makeover by painting furniture in a cocktail of delicious fruity shades such as 
hot pink, juicy orange and Caribbean blue. All of Little Greene’s colours are available as outdoor paints, £30 for 1L If you’re 
throwing a party, continue with the tropical theme. Decorate the table with pineapple lanterns, use large palm leaves as placemats 
and hang striking paper flamingoes above. Tropical outdoor dining collection, from £2, Sainsbury’s For more pattern add a couple 
of colourful flamingo-patterned cushions, £12, Sainsbury’s, to your existing furniture and fill pots with large-leaved plants
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Party perfect A square table with benches is ideal for squeezing in extra people when you need to, and if you run out of seating a 
couple of upturned apple crates and cushions is a great solution. Applaro table, £120; benches, £50 each; all Ikea For a more modern look, 
go dark with seat cushions and table linen. Navy or charcoal look great contrasted with wooden tables and benches. Similar seat pads, 
£6.99 each, from Homescapes. Black napkins, £4.99 for four, Dunelm Having a party? Make your own bunting with cut pieces of fabric 
remnants sewn along a length of string and hung above the table. Sommar 2016 fabric, £5 a metre, Ikea  Create an outdoor kitchen by 
installing a cupboard and butcher’s block either side of your barbecue and store utensils on a wall-hung branch to keep the look rustic
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Formal dining A corner sofa teamed with a matching table 
provides ample room for lounging and eating in even the 
smallest courtyard garden, Kington corner set, £1,220, B&Q  

Raised beds behind the sofa are filled with evergreen plants 
and clipped bay trees to create a chic hotel feel  Painting the  
wall behind crisp white gives it even more stand-out style

Slick grey Match furniture to the house and your interior style. 
Here, a cool modern grey and white Scandi-inspired setting starts with 
pale decking that matches the simplicity of large modern windows 

Keep it uncluttered with an angular corner sofa in textured 
charcoal with a stainless-steel frame and pure white cushions. 
Garda corner sofa and footstool set, £2,300, John Lewis Natural 
wood platters and table accessories provide the perfect accent

Stone age Concrete furniture is a big look this year and works 
just as well outdoors as in Choose functional block-style stools in 
a weatherproof powdered stone and group around a square table. 
Petra cube, £125; Petra table, £375; both Oka No time to tend to  
a lawn? Fake it with a product that will look green and lush all 
summer. Nomow artificial grass, £119.99 for four metres, Homebase

Hanging around Having a quiet place to sit and enjoy the 
garden on your own is good for the soul. Pick a shady corner  
and hang a cocooning egg chair, £449, Bloomingville Add a  
soft cushion and cosy blanket to snuggle under on cooler days  

Woven textures in natural colours create a modern rustic look, 
especially when set against a black exterior wall, so accessorise 
your space with rattan planters and lanterns
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ULTIMATE GUIDE TO 

GARDEN
FURNITURE

These chairs are made using  

a unique marine-grade UV 

resistant rope. Chichester 

four-seater dining set with 

cushions, £1,999, Wyevale 

Garden Centres
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Select the perfect buys for stylish `

summer entertaining



7 Bistro style A good solution for small spaces, this set is made from powder-coated steel in Dorset Blue and can be easily  
folded away when not in use. Garden Trading Rive Droite bistro table and four chairs, £260, Houseology 8 Country casual  
Make a cosy seating arrangement that’s perfect for breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea. Kempton wooden lounge set, £499,  
Very 9 Easy storage Made from PVC-coated woven polyester, this set includes stackable chairs for easy storage and a  
glass-topped table. It won’t blow the budget either. Stacking Textilene six-seater set, £150, Wilko

1 All in one A classic picnic-style table and bench made from recyclable plastic can be left outside all year round. BrackenStyle medium 
picnic table, £609, Cleverboxes 2 Tea for two The synthetic bistro set, £165 from Tesco Direct, is ideal for patios, decking areas and  
smaller gardens and comes with cushions and a tempered glass tabletop 3 Contemporary comfort Featuring smooth curved edges  
and stackable chairs with rounded arms, the Ala Mesh four-seater set is light and weatherproof. It costs £499 at John Lewis 4 Classic  

charm Handcrafted for long life and comfort, Gaze Burvill’s oak furniture is made at the company’s Hampshire workshop using traditional 
techniques. Bailey table, from £2,880; May Throne chairs, £1,530 each 5 Mediterranean feel Recreate that holiday on the Med with the 
Katerini table and chair set, £599, Marks & Spencer. Water-repellent navy seat pads are included 6 Round table Teak is a good choice  
for outdoor use, as its high oil content makes it more resistant to rain, rot and insects. Roscana teak four-seater dining set, £396, B&Q

TABLES AND 
CHAIRS

Measure up the space before you buy, making sure there�s enough 
room to sit comfortably without being crammed in

* Wooden furniture such as oak 

brings character and a traditional 

look into the garden. It can be 

susceptible to moisture and 

sunlight, so treat it with protective 

oil or varnish and cover it up or 

put away during winter * More 

expensive teak is naturally 

resistant to the elements so 

won’t require added protection 

* Plastic is cheaper and won’t 

be affected by rot, mould or rust, 

though it can fade if left in the sun 

for a long time. A quick wipe with 

a damp cloth is all that’s needed 

to keep it clean * One other 

option is synthetic rattan; it 

withstands the elements and 

has the look of natural rattan 

without the price tag * Metal is 

exceptionally strong and durable 

– choose wrought iron for a 

classic style and aluminium or 

steel for a modern feel. It can be 

cold and hard to sit on, so add 

cushions or pads for comfort.  

An anti-corrosive coating will 

protect it from the rain

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

1

3
4

5

7
8

9

6

2

House Beautiful JULY 2016 101

E A T I N G  T O G E T H E R



1 Bright idea The Viena stackable metal garden armchair is stylish in red or black, £60, Habitat 2 Room for two Made from 
hardwearing Textilene over a sturdy steel powder-coated silver framework, this twin seat comes with a double-tiered central table  
with parasol hole. Havana Duo set in Avocado, £189, Very 3 Set in motion Place this Eucalyptus rocker on the deck or porch for  
laid-back relaxation. Weather and waterproof, it can be left out all year round. Green Verdi outdoor rocking chair, £210, Debenhams  
4 Café culture Enjoy a morning cofee outdoors in your very own bistro-style chair. Sol Bistro Cappuccino stackable chair in blue rattan, 
£69, House of Fraser 5 Traditional timber Get the New England look with this Seville chair with leg rest from Next. Made of acacia wood 
in Dove or Natural oiled finish, it costs £135 6 Inside out Lightweight chairs from the house or conservatory are easy to take out to the 
patio when the weather is fine. Capri rattan chair, £199, Marks & Spencer

1 Low maintenance There’s no need to worry about laborious furniture care when your lounger 
is made from UV-resistant, pest- and fungus-free rattan. Higold Palace sun lounger, £1,025, 
Sweetpea & Willow 2 Laid back For a traditional finish, this design is made from all-weather 
handwoven willow with soft cushions for relaxation. Murano sun lounger with Natural cushion, 
£875, Neptune 3 Table service Make life easier with a lounger that comes with its own table for 
drinks and summer reads. Maze Rattan Florida sun lounger set, £279, Maze Living

SMALL 
SEATING

Refresh wooden chairs by painting them in a vibrant colour 
such as Cuprinol�s Garden Shades Wood Paint, £10 a litre

* Stackable, lightweight 

garden chairs are easy to store 

and perfect for impromptu 

seating arrangements * A 

neat two-seater bench is  

ideal where space is limited. 

Position to take in a particular 

view, under an arbour or by 

the back door * A rocking  

or swinging chair or bench  

will relax and soothe you. 

Rocking chairs will need a firm 

base and swinging chairs a 

secure beam to fix them to * 
Refresh wooden chairs and  

all outdoor woods with a coat 

of garden paint, which will  

give extra protection from  

the elements

LOUNGERS

* Look for adjustable designs 

that give the option of sitting  

or lying down * Removable 

seat cushions can be kept in 

the shed or garage if rain is 

forecast, while a washable 

cover will stay clean for longer 

* Choose a style that can fold 

away easily during the winter 

months when not in use * 
You’ll need quite a large  

patio to comfortably fit in  

one or two loungers
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1 Understated style Roble hardwood has a warm sandy tone and is one of the most durable woods. Teamed with dark blue-grey upholstered 
cushions, this sofa from Riverside Outdoor Living, £745, will look stylish for years 2 Easy does it Best under cover, the Bowen authentic rattan 
garden set has white linen cushions, £595, and ottoman, £195, Habitat 3 Family friendly Spread out in the sun with this modular unit. Pieces  
are sold separately so you can arrange them to suit you. Catania outdoor corner unit, £179, Made 4 Blow the budget This top-of-the-range 
two-seater is totally waterproof in a fabric that’s used on world-class yachts. Manutti Air outdoor sofa, £10,240, Go Modern Furniture  
5 Lounge around Create laidback seating with this sofa, chair and table set, made from aluminium and synthetic rattan. Roma Garden 
Lounge set, £699, furnish.co.uk 6 Building blocks Diferent sections of Ikea’s Kungsholmen seating can be put together to your own 
design. Made from rustproof aluminium and weather-resistant plastic rattan, it’s maintenance-free. From £80 for a one-seat section

1 Hanging around Recreate a holiday vibe by relaxing under the shade of a tree or sturdy pergola 
in this Rattan hanging chair, £285 from Out There Interiors 2 Chill out Lie back and unwind on 
this giant beanbag, which is durable and water-resistant. In Lime, Grey, Chocolate or Turquoise, it’s 
great for inside too. The Piggy Bag (175cm x 135cm), £59, Made 3 Budget buy Perfect for a balcony 
or small terrace and easy to store, Ikea’s lightweight Mysingo foldable deckchair costs £20

SMART  
CHAIRS

CASUAL 
CHAIRS

If you have a conservatory or garden room, choose  
chairs that can be used indoors as well as out

* Substantial seating needs 

to be weatherproof as it’s 

tricky to move around * If 
you’re going to keep the 

seating outside in summer 

look for weather-resistant 

cushion covers and quick-

dry foam pads * Darker or 

patterned fabrics won’t show 

marks as easily as pale ones 

* If your budget is tight, start 

with one or two modular 

sections, then build up with 

a two-seater sofa, corner 

unit and coffee table * Make 

sure there’s plenty of room for 

manoeuvre. Modular seating is 

best used on a patio, decking 

or terrace rather than the 

lawn, as it tends to be heavy 

and can be difficult to move 

* The addition of a glass-

topped coffee table will create 

an informal low-level dining 

surface for alfresco meals

* Deckchairs and stackable 

or foldable designs are great 

for small gardens or balconies 

as they can be easily tucked 

away after use * Hanging 

chairs and hammocks create 

a wonderful laidback look 

that’s perfect for chilling out 

with a good book * Children 

will love the flexibility of giant 

outdoor beanbags and floor 

cushions to laze around on

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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1 Intelligent thinking With precision German engineering, Haus from Appeal Home Shading is an awning that comes with smart 
weather sensors, which makes it extend to provide shade on sunny days and retract in windy weather. It has built-in LED lighting 
and infrared heating and costs from £3,500 2 Sophisticated style Made-to-measure awnings from Hillarys shield you from the 
sun’s rays and come in gorgeous contemporary and traditional styles and fabrics with manual or motorised options. Prices are from 
£1,595 3 Nautical look Operate your shade at the touch of a button with a remote control or wall switch and get the seaside feel 
with a striking striped design. Base Plus awning, from £1,065, Luxaflex

4 Perfect fit Apollo awnings and canopies extend your outdoor living space with practical, stylish shading. From £2,500 5 Go alfresco 
Dine outside in all weathers with the Rowlinson St Tropez canopy. With a steel frame and a retractable canopy in showerproof polyester, 
it’s wall-mounted and costs £329 from Heritage Gardens 6 Cover up To keep ahead of the sun this substantial stand holds a large 
moveable shade creating shadow where it’s needed. Paraflex Monoflex umbrella by Umbrosa, £666 at Kingsway Cane Furniture

AWNINGS

Make sure the awning is UV-rated so you can be confident 
it will provide proper protection from the sun�s rays

* The right sunshade can 

really elevate your outdoor 

space, providing a lovely area 

for dining or relaxing. Some 

designs come with integrated 

heating to keep you warm in 

cooler temperatures as well as 

lighting for evening entertaining 

* The key is to choose the 

correct size, as this will affect 

the area of shade it provides 

– especially as the sun moves 

around throughout the day.  

A made-to-measure supplier 

will carry out a technical survey 

so it’s just right * Awnings 

should be made from  

water-resistant fabrics that  

are specially treated to help 

prevent fading and weathering 

* When not in use, they can 

be rolled neatly away into a 

wall-mounted cassette * 
Some designs come with  

an intelligent weather sensor 

that automatically opens the 

awning when the sun comes 

out and closes it if it’s windy 

1
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1 Gimme shelter Having a party? Be prepared for showers and strong sun with a gazebo (3m x 3m), £769 from BHS 2 Keep cool Avoid 
the sun with the funky Ascot stripe parasol, £150 from Laura Ashley 3 Playtime Shade children from the sun in this wooden lounger set 
with a three-sided canopy in weather-resistant cotton. Child-sized chaise lounge playhouse by KidKraft, £98.99 at Wayfair 4 Indian 

summer For wide shade coverage, this waterproof canvas sunshade (3m dia) from Raj Tent Club costs £750 5 Refreshing change Easy  
to set up, this mouthwatering Juicy Fruit Sun Shade by Field Candy, £125 from Lime Lace, is perfect for picnics – and all packs into a handy 
carry bag 6 Camping out This Cacoon hanging chair, £225 from Boutique Camping, is small enough to carry yet large enough to share

1 Cabin fever With a built-in veranda, the Forest Maplehurst summerhouse, £549.99 at Dobbies, 
ofers indoor and outdoor space 2 Ship shape A shiplap timber design and double-glazed joinery 
door makes this Hampton summerhouse, £133 from B&Q, extra stylish 3 Corner solution Enjoy 
the view from the comfort of the Baltimore summerhouse. From £5,100 from Scotts of Thrapston

SMALL 
SOLUTIONS

SUMMERHOUSES

Check with the manufacturer whether you�ll need to apply a 
waterproofing treatment after a few years to maintain the finish

* For value for money, 

choose an easily portable 

shade that can be taken with 

you to the park or beach * 
Make it fun for children with 

tents, covered seating, pods 

and hanging cocoon-style 

seats * Go for white or pale 

tones as dark colours will 

absorb the sun more easily 

making it hotter underneath; 

look for UV-resistant fabrics for 

added protection * If you’re 

planning a big event such as a 

party, wedding or anniversary, 

a gazebo is a good investment 

* Consider outdoor heaters 

too, to make sure you can 

party long into the evening  

* Parasols can offer a quick 

and inexpensive way to  

create shade as the sun 

moves around the garden

* Choose a site that allows you 

to enjoy the garden * Check 

whether the summerhouse 

comes as self-assembly or  

if the company offers a build 

service, which will cost extra  

* Make sure the ground is 

prepared before you install the 

summerhouse on top * Link  

it up with electricity and heating 

and it could also become  

a home office, hobby room 

or workshop 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY ON PAGE 114
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Choose compact and stylish storage and a smart 

barbecue for patio parties with panache

ALL THE  
ESSENTIALS

Sea blues

A fence in vibrant marine blue is  
a lovely summer background for 
furniture in lighter shades. The 
bench seating has been made to 
include storage inside. Iris, 
Natural Stone, Forest Mushroom 
and Forget-Me-Not Garden 
Shades, £14.27 a litre, Cuprinol



S T O R A G E

House Beautiful JULY 2016 107

1 French fashion

Display your prize plants or  
store garden accessories on this 
self-assembly country-style 
stand, made from pine and given 
a dove-grey paint finish. It can be 
folded away after use. Provence 
plantstand (H92cm x W45cm  
x D73cm), £80, Cox & Cox
2 Sleek steel

To give your outside space a 
contemporary feel, include a  
few pieces from this range of 
galvanised steel furniture, 
finished in a rust-resistant grey 
polyester powder coating. This 
model has adjustable legs so  
it will stand firm on uneven 
ground. Hindo cabinet with 
shelving unit (H158cm x  
W78cm x D37cm), £90, Ikea
3 Wall store

This spruce apple-crate-style 
unit with four compartments  
is designed to be mounted on 
the wall ready to take all those 
smaller potting shed items that 
don’t have a home. Garden 
Trading Colworth shed storage 
unit (H55cm x W70cm x 
D15cm), £55, John Lewis

4 Sit and store

Congratulations to Ikea for 
coming up with such a practical 
design. Make use of the shelf, 
the six hooks provided and the 
bench to store away garden 
paraphernalia, then relax on  
the seat of this unit, which is 
finished in an acrylic stain. 
Applaro bench with wall panel 
and shelf (H158cm x W80cm  
x D44cm), £83, Ikea
5 Fold away

Sometimes just a temporary 
home is needed for tools when 
you’re potting plants. This 
zinc-topped potting table made 
from hardwood stores the 
essentials on the shelves and 
has a three-hook plate for tools. 
The flatpack unit can be set up 
in minutes. Folding hardwood 
potting table (H84cm x W82cm 
x D40cm), £99, Plant Theatre

3

4 5
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1 Hang it

Get organised in the shed with 
a rail supplied with six hooks 
ready to take spare dog leads, 
twine and other bits and pieces. 
The hand-forged rail comes in 
Brass, Blackened Bronze or 
Matt Nickel finishes. Bitra hook 
rail (H8cm x W64cm x D8cm), 
£58, Rowen & Wren
2 Wind up

When all the watering is  
done, loop the hose around a 
specially designed holder to 
keep it free of kinks and ready 
for its next outing. This one  
is shown on a wooden stand 
(not supplied), but can also be 
attached to a wall. Cast-iron 
hose tidy (H30cm x W25cm  
x D16cm), £19.99, Crocus
3 Get organised

Label up a wooden crate with  
a notice of what’s inside for a 
truly organised potting shed. 
The pine crate can be supplied 
as shown or in a bright colour, 
and includes a label of your 
choice. Small personalised 
crate with lid (H15cm x W31cm 
x D20cm), £26.95, Plantabox

4 Hold tight 
Garden tools will never go 
astray again when tucked in 
this practical tote bag, made 
from laminated cotton. After 
use, simply wipe clean and  
it’s ready for action again.  
Fly du Soleil market tote bag 
(H30cm x W50cm x D28cm), 
£38, Space 1a Design
5 Tidy tin

Carry the essentials around  
the greenhouse or garden with 
ease. This bright caddy with a 
wipe-clean enamel finish has 
six sections to hold tools and 
seed packets. Gardeners 
Greenhouse Caddy (H17cm  
x W28cm x D20cm), £25,  
by Freshly Forked from 
notonthehighstreet.com
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1 Practical store 

Made from spruce and 
completed with a hinged zinc 
lid, this storage box will be an 
indispensable addition if you’re 
short on space for stashing 
garden tools away. Aldsworth 
small outdoor storage box 
(H57cm x W80cm x D40cm), 
£145, Garden Trading
2 Garden art

Its striking triangular shape 
makes this flatpack log store  
a stylish garden feature. It 
includes a base that keeps  
logs of the ground and dry,  
and a shelf to hold the kindling. 
Pinnacle 5X2 shiplap wooden 
log store (H182.7cm x W149.4cm 
x D68.4cm), £142, B&Q
3 Bin hideaway

Easy-access double doors and  
a piston-action lid mean this 
unit is perfect for storing two 
240L wheelie bins or a plethora 
of garden tools and equipment. 
Carolina self assembly plastic 
garden storage box with 
locking mechanism (H120cm  
x W146cm x D82cm), £114, B&Q

4 Boxing clever

Tidy away cushions into this 
practical storage box, which  
has a protective solid top. In 
all-weather artificial rattan, 
woven onto a powder-coated 
aluminium frame, it can be left 
out of doors without fear of it 
rotting or losing its colour. 
Winchester storage box 
(H96cm x W166cm x D77cm), 
£399, Maze Living
5 Country store

Bring character to the garden 
with this pre-painted shed. The 
country-style shiplap design 
has a mineral felt roof, includes 
three shelves and comes 
flatpacked, ready for you to 
build. Rowlinson Shiplap Apex 
garden shed in Willow/Cream 
(H195cm x W130cm x D94cm), 
£299, John Lewis
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1 Inside out

Link the indoors seamlessly  
to the patio by using porcelain 
tiles that have matching indoor 
and outdoor versions. These 
outdoor tiles have a backing to 
resist changes in temperature 
and are also frost-resistant. 
Spaces Laneve outdoor porcelain 
(600mm x 600mm x 40mm), 
£60.03 a sq metre, Topps Tiles
2 Patio perfect

For a modern warehouse  
look, these slip-resistant glazed 
porcelain tiles have been  
given a washed cement efect. 
Rectified tiles like these – which 
are uniform in shape and 
perfectly square – need only 
narrow grout lines, allowing for 
a neater efect. Broadway Lime 
structured porcelain tile 
(600mm x 600mm x 10mm), 
£39.95 a sq metre from the 
Tileworks range, Original Style
3 Going grey

Stonemarket’s Gravity range  
of smart vitrified paving is 
available in three on-trend 
greys – a light steel tone, a 
basalt efect and a striking dark 

version. It comes in square and 
oblong pavers and project 
packs that include a range of 
sizes. Gravity paving in Basalt 
(600mm x 600mm x 20mm), 
£60 a sq metre, Stonemarket
4 Step change

Edged with brickwork, this 
sandstone paving accentuates 
the levels from house to garden. 
It comes in a pack of 48 pieces 
in four sizes (from 900mm x 
600mm to 300mm x 300mm). 
Circle patterns are also 
available. Brett Natural 
Sandstone Forest Glen 
mixed-size patio pack in 
Golden Sunset, covers 15.37 sq 
metres, £699.99, Homebase

4
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1 Wood lookalike

For all the colour and beauty  
of wood without any of the 
practical issues and no warping 
risk, go for these vitrified 
planks. The porcelain material 
absorbs little or no water so 
algae is unlikely to grow on it. 
Symphony planks in Birch 
(1,192mm x 295mm x 20mm), 
£60 a sq metre, Marshalls
2 Patio perfect

This striking limestone in a 
grey/blue can be used inside or 
out, and the riven texture gives 
it a naturally slip-resistant 
surface. Mandalay Blue riven 
limestone flags (900mm x 
600mm x 20-30mm), £33.60  
a sq metre, Mandarin Stone
3 Country looks

Create a rustic efect the easy 
way using reconstituted stone 
pavers supplied in a pack 
containing three sizes (largest 
600mm x 450mm; smallest 
450mm x 300mm; all 40mm 
thick), which slot together to 
create a stunning patio. Grey 
Wetherdale mixed-size paving, 
covers 5 sq metres, £170, B&Q

4 Period appeal

With its timeless good looks, 
reclaimed York stone has been 
used as flooring for many 
years. The weathered and  
worn finish of the flagstones 
enhances their character. 
These hand-selected coursed 
antique reclaimed York stone 
flags come in random sizes, 
£225 a sq metre, Lapicida
5 Solid slabs

If your priorities are 
outstanding durability and 
clean lines, choose granite.  
The large scale and straight 
machine-cut edges of these 
slabs give an architectural  
look that works brilliantly  
in a contemporary setting. 
Natural Granite large-aspect 
paving in Silver Grey (900mm 
x 900mm x 23-27mm), £70 a  
sq metre, Bradstone
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1 Kitchen cabinet

This charcoal barbecue slots 
into various trolleys and 
cabinets, and you can add  
an extra trolley to create 
storage space. With a built-in 
thermometer on the hood  
and a pull-out ash tray, it makes 
light work of grilling and 
clearing up. Applaro/Klasen 
charcoal barbecue with  
stand, £160, Ikea
2 Stay warm 

All options are covered on  
this dramatic Danish design, 
whether you light a wood fire  
for warmth or fill it with charcoal 
and use it with the chromium-
plated steel grill to barbecue. 
Accessories such as a lid and 
paella pan are also available. 
Dancook 9000 Firepit, £149.99, 
The Worm that Turned
3 Two timer 

Double up on cooking 
capabilities with a dual 
barbecue that allows for 
traditional chargrilled cooking 
on charcoal on one side and 
speedy, adjustable gas on the 
other. It has two side tables  

and a wire storage rack. Dual 
Fuel BBQ grill, £499, Very
4 Party time

A total of six burners provide 
the power and flexibility for a 
gas barbecue that does it all.  
As well as a side burner and  
an easily accessible drip tray,  
it has interior lights and Night 
Light control knobs for easy 
grilling late into the evening. 
Prestige PRO500 gas barbecue, 
£2,199.99 from Napoleon
5 Holy smoke

Grill, roast or smoke food  
on this smart barbecue’s two 
chrome-plated grills. A water 
bowl is included so that steam 
will make meat extra-succulent 
and tender. There’s a helpful 
heat indicator in the lid too. 
Brinkman Charcoal Smoker & 
Barbecue, £109.99 from Wayfair
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1 Chargrilled flavour

Cooking is efortless on this 
self-assembly gas barbecue, 
which lights using the Piezo 
ignition system and includes 
lava rocks that help to add 
barbecue flavour by turning fat 
and juices from food into smoke 
and steam. A side burner will 
take care of sauces. Outback 
Omega 250 2-Burner Gas BBQ, 
£99 from John Lewis
2 Pizzeria style

Cook pizza and flatbreads the 
traditional way in a wood-fired 
oven. Heat radiates from the 
cast-iron oven to help warm the 
patio, and the optional table 
provides a place to prep all  
your ingredients. Forno outdoor 
oven, £1,099; outdoor table, 
£659; both Morso. Turn to page 
169 for your chance to win a 
Forno oven and cooking set 
3 Well baked

Cater for 12 people or more with 
a ceramic egg charcoal cooker 
that includes airflow control. It 

can cook low and slow for up to 
24 hours and the outside doesn’t 
get as hot as a metal barbecue. 
It comes in various sizes, with 
tables and stand options.  
XL Big Green Egg in Royal 
Mahogany table, £2,100 from 
Big Green Egg
4 Round success

The pleasing rounded shape  
of a kettle barbecue has long 
been a favourite and this one 
gets an upgrade, with a wire 
basket, useful shelf and handy 
warming rack. Deluxe Kettle 
Charcoal BBQ, £49.99, Dunelm
5 Outdoor cooker 

Keep an eye on your pizza 
through the window of this 
oven as it cooks on the pizza 
stone, or open the door and  
use it as a grill. A temperature 
gauge monitors the heat  
level, and the chimney with 
adjustable valve helps regulate 
air flow. Louisiana Charcoal 
BBQ & Pizza Oven, £149.99, 
Homebase
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WHERE

Alfresia 01706 716116; alfresia.co.uk
Apollo Blinds 0844 209 6996;  
apollo-blinds.co.uk
Appeal Home Shading 0800 975 5757; 
appealshading.com
B&Q 0333 014 3357; diy.com
BHS 0344 411 6000; bhs.co.uk
Big Green Egg 0843 216 2805;  
biggreenegg.co.uk
Black By Design 01889 502716;  
black-by-design.co.uk
Bloomingville 01243 533012; 
bloomingvillestore.co.uk
Boutique Camping 020 3394 2986; 
boutiquecamping.com
Bradstone 01335 372289; bradstone.com
Cleverboxes 01254 238749; cleverboxes.com
Cox & Cox 0844 858 0744; coxandcox.co.uk
Crocus 01344 578000; crocus.co.uk
Cuckooland 01305 123123; cuckooland.com
Cuprinol 0333 222 7171; cuprinol.co.uk
Debenhams 0844 800 8877; debenhams.com
Dobbies 0131 561 6406; dobbies.com 
Dunelm 0344 346 0022; dunelm.com 
furnish.co.uk 0345 544 4044
Garden Trading 0845 608 4448;  
gardentrading.co.uk
Gaze Burvilll 01420 588444; gazeburvill.com
Go Modern 020 7731 9540; gomodern.co.uk
Greige 020 3141 9030; greige.co.uk 
Habitat 0844 499 1111; habitat.co.uk
Heritage Gardens 01803 391359; 
heritagegardens.co.uk
Hillarys 0800 916 6524; hillarys.co.uk
Homebase 0345 077 8888; homebase.co.uk
Homescapes 0121 3680 0051; 
homescapesonline.com

House of Fraser 0345 602 1073;  
houseofraser.co.uk
Houseology 0330 363 0330; houseology.com
Ian Mankin 020 7722 0997; ianmankin.co.uk
Ikea 020 3645 0000; ikea.co.uk
Indigenous 01993 824200; indigenous.co.uk
John Cullen johncullenlighting.co.uk
John Lewis 0345 604 9049; johnlewis.com
Kingsway Cane Furniture  
0116 236 6726; umbrosa.com
Lapicida 020 3012 1000; lapicida.com
Laura Ashley 0333 200 8009; lauraashley.com
Lime Lace 01423 900522; limelace.co.uk
Little Greene 020 7935 8844; littlegreene.com
Living It Up 0116 269 5960; livingitup.co.uk
Lombok 020 7736 5171; lombok.co.uk
Luxaflex 0161 442 9500; luxaflex.co.uk
Made 0845 557 6888; made.com
Mandarin Stone 01600 715444; 
mandarinstone.com
Marks & Spencer 0333 014 8000; 
marksandspencer.com
Marshalls 0345 820 5000; marshalls.co.uk
Maze Living 01440 710673; mazeliving.co.uk
Morso 01788 554410; morsoliving.co.uk
Napoleon 01676 522788; napoleongrills.co.uk
Neptune 01973 427300; neptune.com
Next 0333 777 8739; next.co.uk
Nordic House 01872 223220;  
nordichouse.co.uk
notonthehighstreet.com 0345 259 1359; 
Oka 0844 815 7380; okadirect.com
Original Style 01392 473000; originalstyle.com
Out There Interiors 020 8099 7443; 
outthereinteriors.com
Plant Theatre 0845 218 0258;  
plant-theatre.co.uk 

Plantabox 01392 829977; plantabox.co.uk
Plastikote 0844 736 2235; plasti-kote.co.uk 
Porcelain Wood 0844 854 3050; 
porcelainwood.com
Primrose 0118 903 5210; primrose.co.uk
Raj Tent Club 020 7820 0010; rajtentclub.com
Riverside 01992 514778; 
riversidegardencentre.co.uk
Rowen & Wren 01276 451077;  
rowenandwren.co.uk
Sainsbury’s 0800 636262;  
sainsburyshome.co.uk
Scotts of Thrapston 01832 732366; 
scottsofthrapston.co.uk
Shabby Store 01509 323102;  
shabbystore.co.uk
Space 1a Design 020 8531 0841; space1a.com
Stone & Ceramic Warehouse  
020 8993 5545; sacw.co.uk
Stonemarket 0345 302 0603;  
stonemarket.co.uk
Store 0844 414 2885; aplaceforeverything.co.uk
Sweetpea & Willow 0345 257 2627; 
sweetpeaandwillow.com
Talking Tables 020 7627 6767;  
talkingtables.co.uk 
Tesco 0800 323 4050; tesco.com
Topps Tiles 0800 783 6262; toppstiles.co.uk
Very 0844 822 2321; very.co.uk
Wayfair 0800 169 0423; wayfair.co.uk
Wilko 08000 329329; wilko.com
World Stores 0344 482 7500;  
worldstores.co.uk
Worm That Turned (The) 0345 605 2505; 
worm.co.uk
Wyevale Garden Centres 0344 272 3000; 
wyevalegardencentres.co.uk
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COME OUTSIDE
Revive and refresh garden surfaces so you’re ready for a relaxing 

summer of alfresco entertaining with family and friends

E
arly summer’s the 

perfect time to get 

ready for days spent 

in the garden by 

making sure all your outdoor 

surfaces are sparkling clean  

and virtually germ-free.

Taking time over a delicious 

meal eaten outside is one 

of life’s simple pleasures. If 

you’re grilling a feast on your 

barbecue, before lighting the 

charcoal or turning on the gas, 

remove cooking residues with 

Jeyes Barbecue Cleaner. It’s 

simple to use – just spray it on, 

leave for two minutes, scrub 

stubborn spots and rinse.

Freshen up grubby garden 

furniture with Jeyes Heavy 

Duty Outdoor Cleaning Wipes, 

which will kill 99.9 per cent of 

germs for up to 24 hours!

A winter-weary paved patio 

can be transformed with Jeyes 

4-in-1 Patio Power. It’s easy  

to apply and requires no 

arduous scrubbing to banish 

mould, mildew, algae and 

stubborn stains.

And grime hotspots that 

really need a thorough clean, 

such as drains, pet houses and 

gardening tools, can all be 

quickly and safely disinfected 

with Jeyes Fluid, which will  

kill 99.9 per cent of germs.

Find out more about 

the full range of Jeyes 

outdoor products, plus 

cleaning tips and advice 

at jeyesfluid.co.uk 

Restore the colour of wooden decking and ensure 

it’s thoroughly clean and ready for summer

H O U S E  B E AU T I F U L  P R O M O T I O N
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K I T C H E N  M A K E O V E R

Warm wood and natural textures 
give this kitchen an informal style.   

Renuka Venkatraman, 36, her 
husband Karthi Mowdhgalya, 39, 
and their children, Tara, five, and 

Neel, three, moved into their 1980s 
home in Chiswick, London, in 2011. 
They renovated the house from top 

to bottom, moving into rented 
accommodation during the three-

month project, which included 
building a side return extension to 

house their new kitchen-dining room.

OF CALM
ISLAND

ACTION PLAN 

APPLY FOR PLANNING APPROVAL

GUT THE WHOLE HOUSE 

BUILD SIDE RETURN EXTENSION 

FIT KITCHEN UNITS AND ISLAND

BEFORE

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

WORKTOPS
A composite surface 

was chosen because it 

is practical and durable
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CUPBOARDS
The run of wooden  

units adds warmth in 

the mostly white  

room, while the 

handleless design  

keeps the look sleek

SPLASHBACK
Grey marble tiles bring 

texture to the plain 

white walls

CEILING LIGHTS
Coloured flex gives 

the stainless-steel 

pendants a 

contemporary feel

STOOLS
Rounded seats have an organic 

feel, and the wooden legs tie  

in with the shelves 
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This was a huge project

Yes, it’s the first house either of us has owned as we’ve always rented. 
When we started our search we soon realised that every property we 
viewed had something we wanted to change, so we decided to create 
a home that would perfectly suit us and our growing family. This  
house needed a complete overhaul so it was the ideal starting point.
Did you have problems getting planning permission?

As we’re in a conservation area we had to submit professionally 
prepared plans and drawings for every little thing, including putting 
up a picket fence and changing the shape of the privet hedge! It took 
13 months to get the go ahead for the side return extension. 
What were your priorities for your new kitchen?

We definitely wanted an open-plan kitchen diner. Before the 
renovation I’d end up alone in the kitchen cooking and we’d eat in  
the sitting room in front of the TV. A few things were non-negotiable; 
Karthi was keen to have an island unit, while I had to have a range 
cooker. We both wanted an American-style fridge, and storage was 
absolutely critical. Also we cook a lot of Indian food and needed 
separate cupboards for spices and Indian groceries. 
You had some help with the design…

Our architect recommended a local kitchen designer, Hylie from 
Imaggio Interiors, and she drew up plans. Once we’d decided on the 
layout she advised us on the details such as the shape and size of the 
units, the number of drawers, pullout larders and overhead cabinets, 
to make the space really work for us. We had an amazing project 
manager, Vala, who’s also our next door neighbour, and she helped  
us with the overall design aspects of the renovation and worked with 
Hylie to source specific items such as the worktop. 
Tell us about the style of the room

We knew we were going to opt for modern white units with a matt 
finish that would stand the test of time. However, it was also important 
to me to include some wooden elements to inject warmth and prevent 
the room feeling too clinical. The final touches, such as the wooden 
stools and contemporary pendant lights, have brought the look 
together, while the combination of calming tones and warm textures 
has given the space the laid-back feel we were looking for.
Did you have to jettison any ideas?

Initially we wanted a marble worktop but we thought it would be  
too high maintenance, so we compromised and had marble wall tiles 
instead. We also ditched the idea of a wooden worktop on the island, 
as we were worried it would get damaged around the sink area, so we 
added wooden shelves to the side to tie in with the wall cupboards.
Are you pleased with the result?

We love it! It’s a pleasure to cook here now as I can still be with  
the children while they’re playing nearby, or share nibbles and a 
glass of wine with friends if they’re over for dinner. I’m also thrilled 
with the storage; you can never have enough in my book! We’ve 
filled every inch with a drawer unit or a pull-out larder. In fact, once 
the units were installed around the fridge, we found we had a bit of  
a gap so our builder suggested we put in a wine rack. Needless to  
say it’s used frequently!
Is there anything you’d have done differently?

Next time we’ll pay more attention to our choice of floor tiles. When 
we first walked on them barefoot they felt freezing and it took a  
while to get used to their texture. We probably should have thought 
about installing underfloor heating for colder mornings.

HOUSE BEAUTIFUL SAYS...

‘A mix of subtle colours and natural 
wood finishes gives the kitchen  
a feeling of calm but it still has  

plenty of impact.’

OPEN PLAN
The original dining 

room was knocked 

through into the 

new kitchen space

BANK OF UNITS
Every inch of space 

has been utilised 

for storage
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SHOPPING LIST 
Malmo bleached oak units, about £168 for a 600mm base unit; Mons white 
units, about £127 for a 600mm base unit; Ise Evolution sink, £259; Mercury 1000 
stainless-steel splashback, £230; all Imaggio Interiors. For a similar tap try Carron 
Phoenix Savoy kitchen tap, £116, tapsandsinksonline.co.uk. For similar worktop  
try Zodiac quartz worktop in Clay Brown, from £185 a sq metre, worktops.org. 
Bridgehampton marble wall tiles, £108 a sq metre, Fired Earth. Oriental stone 
floor tiles, £49.50 a sq metre, Stone & Ceramic Warehouse. Mercury 1000DFSD 
range cooker and concealed extractor fan, £3,500, Molesey Refrigeration 
Centre. Siemens KA62DA71GB fridge-freezer, £1,800; Siemens HF35M562B 
microwave, £650; both Currys. Stanley large pendant lights, £375 each, Original 
BTC. Blue clock, £60, Newgate. For similar radiators try the Premier Regency 
column radiator (180cm x 33.5cm), £187, columnradiators4u.co.uk. Hay About  
A Stool AAS32 stools, £169 each, Utility Design  HB 

WHAT IT COST
Kitchen units ..............£8,500
Worksurface ..............£3,000
Floor tiles ...................£1,188
Appliances .................£5,950
Wall tiles & splashback ...£554
Bar stools ......................£507
Pendant lights ............£1,125
Total .......................£20,824

Huge Donald clock 
(92cm dia), £157, 
Sweetpea & Willow

GET THE LOOK

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

Seta Groove 
radiator (180cm  
x 44cm), £921, The 
Radiator Company

White Eames 
bar stool, 
£79, Danetti

THE NEW LAYOUT
Extending into the side return has resulted  

in a spacious area all the family can enjoy

EXTRA STORAGE
Shelves were built at 

one end of the island to 

give it a more open feel

PULLOUT 
LARDER 
As a keen cook, 

Renuka keeps her 

ingredients and 

spices within 

easy reach

IN
DETAIL
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3 OF A KIND... RANGE COOKERS 

Striking woodgrains  

can inject symmetry and  

a sense of style into a 

contemporary kitchen, as 

Alex Beaugeard, design 

director at McCarron and 

Company, explains 

When using timber with  

a repeating pattern, ensure 

the veneers are book matched 

from consecutive slices of 

timber so the pattern remains 

similar from panel to panel. 

Pare back any other colours 

or detailing so the strong 

woodgrain finish makes a 

single statement in the room.

Dark, vertical grain patterns 

add texture and depth to a 

scheme and look effective 

when used along a linear run 

of units. Combine with white 

cabinetry for a sophisticated, 

modern look.

Using a mirrored reflective 

plinth makes the furniture 

appear to float.

Integrating a ceiling 

extractor into a custom-

designed architectural  

feature retains a clean and 

uncluttered look without 

compromising performance.

Try to ensure your choice  

of handle complements the 

overall design. In a slick, 

modern kitchen, opt for  

linear and simple styles.

An island unit is the social 

hub of a kitchen, and 

including a hob and breakfast 

bar seating means the cook and 

guests can gather together. 

WOOD WORKS

GOOD 
IDEA Caple’s striking 

new spray tap, Navitas, 
will make a statement 
with its black silicone 
hose and push-button 
stainless-steel spray 

head. Prices start 
from £275.

l The standout feature  

on this gas model is the 

rotisserie, which cooks  

meat faster than traditional 

roasting and there’s no 

need to turn and baste it. 

Includes five burners, large 

oven and a storage drawer. 

Stainless steel CR9111 

range, £798, Caple

l Featuring a five-zone 

induction hob with a fast 

heat-up time, this electric 

model has four easy-clean 

ovens including a fan oven 

with defrost function and a 

dedicated slow-cook oven. 

Soho Green Richmond 

100EI range cooker, 

£2,100, Stoves

l A professional-style fry top 

plus the option of a standard 

multifunction oven or a combi 

steam oven give this dual- 

fuel model the edge. In four 

classic Le Creuset colours  

and includes a rotisserie. 

Steel Cucine Ascot range 

cooker in Amethyst, 

£4,269, Bradshaw

SMART 
SOLUTION
Great for providing 
worktop illumination and 
storage, Sensio’s Midway 
hanging rail system 
combines an LED lighting 
strip with diferent storage 
accessories that simply 
click in place. Fitted in the 
space between the wall 
units and worksurface, the 
system comes in a black or 
silver finish, is 1m wide and 
costs £239.04 as shown. 

Bespoke handleless 

Macassar Ebony veneer 

kitchen, from £30,000, 

McCarron and Company

Best new trends, expert advice and  
time-saving innovations

Kitchen
NOTEBOOK

H O M E  I D E A S
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SMART CONVERTIBLE 

Available as a two- or four-door model, the 

Victoria side-by-side fridge-freezer, £2,399 

from Smeg, has a MultiZone compartment 

that can convert from a freezer to a fridge

 POWER OF THREE

The newly launched CAFF60 fridge-freezer, 

from £9,599, Caple, has three different 

temperature zones, which combine into  

a huge capacity of 820L

CLEAN DREAM

The Hotpoint XUL85T3UWOJH, £549.99 from 

Currys, has Active Oxygen technology that 

purifies the air inside the fridge, preventing 

bacteria growth and reducing bad odours

SURPRISINGLY SPACIOUS

Despite its compact appearance, the Hisense 

RB320D4WB1 50/50 fridge-freezer, £274, 

stocked by ao.com has space for a week of 

family shopping as well as a water dispenser 

CAMERA READY

The Serie 6 KGN36HI32, £833, Bosch, has  

two cameras that can be accessed via the 

Home Connect app to monitor food levels  

and even supply nutritional information

SUB-ZERO STORAGE

Steel’s new side-by-side Genesi Ascot 90 

fridge, £2,275 from Bradshaw, comes in 

nine colours and has an impressive freezer 

drawer with lots of storage

NOTEWORTHY

This special-edition Miele KFN29233 fridge- 

freezer adds contemporary style. Its surface is 

blackboard material, ideal for shopping lists 

and important notes, £1,449, Marks Electrical

EXTRA VERSATILE

The Samsung RF9000 fridge-freezer, £2,699 

from John Lewis, makes every inch of storage 

flexible with four temperature settings, 

folding shelves and extra-large compartments

Run your kitchen more 
efficiently with the latest in 
fridge-freezer technology

Keep it
COOL
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To request a new brochure, samples or to find your nearest retailer, call 0121 514 5694 or visit amtico.com

EXPERTLY ELEGANT
Bring sophistication to your scheme by choosing beautifully 

designed flooring from Amtico’s new Signature collection

C
ool, contemporary and effortlessly 

stylish, grey is a firm favourite 

with interior designers. Layering 

shades and textures adds depth, 

while combining it with modern 

accessories and furniture gives the look a fresh 

feel. Amtico’s Cornish Oak in Parquet laying 

pattern with Myron Motif brings the whole 

scheme together for a classic and elegant result.

Whatever room you’re decorating, flooring is 

an important consideration, and Amtico’s newly 

re-launched Signature collection offers a stunning 

range of innovative, on-trend luxury vinyl options.

New breakthroughs in manufacturing processes 

and a wealth of expertise have enabled Amtico  

to push the boundaries of vinyl flooring. The 

resulting unique abstract designs and amazingly 

realistic natural surface patterns are perfectly suited 

to any room. And thanks to high levels of durability 

and a lifetime warranty, you can rest assured that 

your Amtico flooring will stand the test of time.

Visit the website to request a new brochure  

and try Amtico’s Room Visualiser tool to help  

you design the perfect flooring for your home.

H O U S E  B E AU T I F U L  P R O M O T I O N
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B A T H R O O M  M A K E O V E R

Floor-to-ceiling grey metro tiles and 
pink accessories have turned a 

functional room into a relaxing haven.
Twelve years ago, Sam Murphy, 45, and 
her husband Bryan, 46, moved into their 

1930s semi-detached five-bedroom house 
in Hampton, Middlesex. They updated 

most of the rooms but the family 
bathroom was new, so they left it. It was 

only when they were adding a bathroom 
in the loft for sons, Jack, 13, and Charlie,  

10, that they decided to give the main 
bathroom a lift and turn it into the  
space they’d always dreamed of.

GREY
PERFECT

ACTION PLAN 

LOOK FOR IDEAS IN MAGAZINES

REDESIGN LAYOUT TO CREATE MORE SPACE

FIND AFFORDABLE TILES FOR  
FLOOR-TO-CEILING LOOK

RESEARCH BATH AND PRACTICAL UNITS

TILES
The carefully chosen 

grey brick tiles create 

a neutral backdrop, 

giving the room a 

smart finish 

BATH
Sam chose a simple 

design to fit with the 

room’s classic look

WINDOW
Textured glass 

provides privacy  

and reduces the  

need for a blind  

or curtains. And  

it means the sill  

can be used for  

extra storage
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Why did you decide to update the bathroom?

We had lived with the existing one but it wasn’t really to our taste, so when 
we reconfigured the loft, we decided to work on two at the same time.
Tell us where you started…

Having done some research, I realised I wanted floor-to-ceiling tiling.  
I was after a traditional but not dated feel, so I went for sanitaryware  
in simple classic designs.
What were the key elements of the new scheme?

A vanity unit was top of my list. I love Shaker style and was looking for 
something that felt really sturdy and matched the other furniture in the 
house. The Thurlestone vanity unit and Radclife basin fitted the bill 
perfectly, but I felt the bath in the same range was just too traditional  
for the look I wanted. In the end I chose a very simple bath with  
wall-mounted taps and matched them to the basin taps and shower. 
Was it difficult to work out the layout?

Not really – I started with the shower. It made sense to have it positioned 
away from the windows and I didn’t want it to encroach on the bath, so  
I put the WC between them with the basin opposite. Plumbing-wise, it 
would have been easier to have the WC and basin the other way round, 
but visually it works much better to have the basin by the door.
What was your inspiration when it came to the walls?

I really like the brick-shaped tiles we have in the kitchen, which were from 
Fired Earth, but because I wanted floor-to-ceiling tiles in the bathroom I 
had to find something more afordable. In the end I got these at a great 
price at Tons of Tiles. Then I softened the look with some pink accessories.
Including storage in a bathroom is often difficult

Part of the reason for choosing this particular vanity unit was because  
of its storage. Then we added a matching wall unit with a mirror to 
enhance the feeling of space.
And now it’s complete, what do you think?

I love the way the bathroom has been so completely transformed – it’s 
now a really calm, relaxing place to be.

SHOWER
To keep the space 

light and open, 

a wet-room-style 

screen was chosen

SHOPPING LIST 
Crackle Glaze Portobello Road 
subway wall tiles, £39.11 a sq 
metre, Tons of Tiles. Aleluia cream 
460mm x 460mm floor tiles,  
£33 a sq metre, CTD. Clearwater 
Saturn Modern back-to-wall bath, 
£1,299, Imperial Bathroom. 
Thurlestone Linen White two-drawer 
vanity unit, £995; Radcliffe basin, 
£355; two-door wall cabinet, 
£425; close-coupled WC with 
soft-close seat, £885; all Lefroy 
Brooks. Edwardian three-tap-hole 
basin mixer, £400; paper holder, 
£60; Classic concealed wall bath 
filler taps, £474; bath waste kit 
with stowaway plug and oval chain  
in chrome, £68; Archipelago 
thermostatic mixing valve, £1,292; 
Classic Porcelain handset, £103; 
Classic 8in rose with short arm, 
£278; Eastbrook Stour 1550 
chrome heated towel rail,  
£296; Majestic Monaco Standard 
frameless screen with anti-
limescale coating, £800; all 
Hampton Bathrooms. Mud 
Australia pink vase, £110; white 
vase, £46; latte cup, £22; small 
marble tealight, £7; all Absolute 
Abode. Soft Pink Classic face 
cloth, £1.50; bath towel, £10; 
Balance Me Rose Otto body wash, 
£8.10; body oil, £22; Revitalising 
hand and body wash, £11.25; 
lotion, £11.25; all John Lewis  HB

IN
DETAIL

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

THE NEW 
LAYOUT 
It made sense to place 

the shower in the corner 

opposite the window, 

allowing the bath to  

be the focal point  

under the window

WHAT IT COST
Tiles ...........................£1,091
Vanity unit, basin, taps  £1,750
Wall cabinet ..................£425
Bath and taps .............£1,841
WC ...............................£885
Shower ......................£2,473
Total .........................£8,465 

CABINET
The mirrored 

bathroom cabinet 

is practical and 

space enhancing

VANITY UNIT
The cupboard and 

basin were early 

choices, then other 

elements were  

linked to them
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SIMPLY CHIC

For a minimalist approach, try the Wireworks 

Slimline mirrored bathroom cabinet in solid 

dark-stained oak, £212, Amara

BATHROOM BEAUTY

Handmade with a beached timber finish, 

the Louvre wall cabinet, £195 from  

Loaf, also has four handy hooks

SHOW OFF

Keep clutter at bay while maintaining a 

characterful display! Inside Out double door 

bathroom cabinet, £360, Red Candy

CLASSIC COOL

The Whitehaven mirror cabinet, £45 from  

JD Williams, has a simple and timeless  

style that would suit any scheme 

LOOK SMART

Curved side shelves give additional storage 

without adding bulk. Mirrored bathroom 

cabinet, £39.99, Argos

VISION ON

Built-in downlighters make this Sienna  

oak-effect bathroom mirror, £193.99  

from Victoria Plum, a practical option

SEASIDE CHARM

The Southport double cabinet, £99, Next, 

comes in a calming shade of grey and is  

the perfect addition to a coastal look

COMPLEMENTARY SHADES

Darker colours make a stylish impact when 

combined with a white suite. Chichester 

cabinet in Charcoal, £395, Neptune 

If storage in your bathroom  
is limited, a wall-mounted 

cabinet is the answer 

Clear
SPACE 
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ENJOY 20% OFF
at the Secret Linen Store

Wake up feeling refreshed and relaxed this summer  

with beautiful bedlinen from the Secret Linen Store,  

which is offering House Beautiful readers a fantastic 20 per 

cent off its gorgeous range of bedding and accessories.

The easiest way to update your bedroom instantly is by 

trading in tired sheets for a fresh new set. Made from 100 per 

cent cotton, bedding from the Secret Linen Store feels as good 

as it looks, and features designs to suit both adults and children. 

Choose crisp, classic white or opt for coastal stripes, florals 

or chambray-soft plains that can be mixed and matched. Visit 

secretlinenstore.com to explore the range.

HOW TO CLAIM YOUR 20% DISCOUNT

Visit secretlinenstore.com and enter the code HBJULY16  

at the checkout

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
This offer is valid from 2 June to 7 July 2016. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other  
offer and does not include clearance items, delivery charges or the White Cotton Percale range.  
The discount code can only be used once per person. Subject to availability. There is no cash alternative.

Teasels double duvet 

cover, £70; Teasels 

square pillow cases, 

£20 each

Treat yourself to beautiful new bedding
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CONSERVATORY
Sue and Colin felt its original 

white colour looked too stark 

so painted it in Railings by 

Farrow & Ball, which works 

well with the old stone walls. 

The bay tree was a Christmas 

present to Sue from Colin

DINING OUT
The white Ikea 

table and chairs 

are just right for 

summer eating
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C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

Despite its size, this little courtyard 
garden plays host to an imaginative 

collection of climbers, potted 
evergreens and scented plants. 

With crunchy gravel underfoot, figs 
growing against a wall and succulents 

lending their exotic shapes to the design, 
this courtyard looks as though it should 

be located in some sunny, southern clime. 
In fact, it belongs to Sue and Colin 

Mealing, who live in Tockington, a small 
village near Bristol. They’ve successfully 
transformed a faded lawn into a blissful 

outdoor sitting room.

WALLED
WONDER

SCULPTURE
The stone carving came 

with the family from 

their previous home

MINI GREENHOUSE
Colin made the little 

greenhouse to shelter 

tender cuttings. Beside  

the greenhouse is a mix  

of narcissi, ferns and 

succulents
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The layout
Introducing gravel and pot plants 

improved this hot sunny area 

W
O

R
D

S
 P

A
T
 G

A
R

R
A

T
T.

 P
H

O
T
O

G
R

A
P
H

Y
 D

A
V

ID
 G

IL
E
S
. 
P
L
A

N
 C

H
R

IS
T
O

S
 P

IN
IA

T
ID

E
S

Before planting, see how the sun moves around the area 

through the day so you can choose appropriate plants.

Hostas, hellebores and ferns thrive in shade. Try 

pelargonium, santolina and herbs in full sun. To soften walls, 

consider ceanothus, vines, climbing hydrangea and, on a sunny 

wall, bougainvillea. Small courtyards are also perfect for 

capturing the scent of plants such as lavender or nicotiana.

Create a sense of spaciousness by breaking up a rectangular 

shape with pots, furniture or areas of planting.

Gravel and paving are better than grass in a small courtyard. 

For random greenery, let some plants self seed in the gravel. 

Use accessories that complement the design, such as distressed 

furniture for a rural feel or hardwood seating for a classic look.

Make the most of a courtyard

COSY CORNER
Colin made the shabby chic 

coffee table from an old pallet 

and crates. The Victorian 

chimney pot came from a 

building belonging to his 

family and the bench is from 

Wyevale Garden Centre

IN
DETAIL

HOUSE BEAUTIFUL SAYS…

‘The space has many uses and lots of 
zones linked by the gravel and paving 

to keep it feeling open and inviting. 
Painted in a dark colour, the 

conservatory has a modern look but ties 
in well with the traditional stone walls.’ 

What inspired this wonderful courtyard garden?

When we came here 15 years ago and I first saw this place,  
it consisted of a poorly draining lawn and shrubs. But it was  
hot and south-facing and although I’m not a trained gardener, 
I’ve always loved reading gardening features and knew that a 
lawn in such a sunny space wasn’t ideal. 

Also, we use the courtyard as a thoroughfare between the 
kitchen and the conservatory, so any grass was going to get  
a beating. We’d had a bigger, walled garden in our previous 
house, so I could see how this area had the potential to be 
transformed and thought that it would work well.
How did you start the transformation?

Our first job was to lay down a membrane and put gravel on  
top. Although we hadn’t intended to turn this into a largely 
container garden, we brought lots of plants with us in pots from 
our previous home, so it seemed natural to continue with them. 
I brought bay and olive trees, box trees and arum lilies in pots 
and have added varieties of scented-leaved pelargoniums and 
succulents. I love diferent forms of leaves and architectural 
shapes just as much as I like flowers, so find succulents 
fascinating. They don’t require much attention, very little water 
and don’t have prickles, which means they’re safe when small 
children visit. As they’re quite tender, I bring them into the 
conservatory in winter to protect them from frost.
What else have you planted?

Also in pots is my collection of pelargoniums. I’m particularly 
fond of the scented ones, which can smell of mint, apple and 
lemon and I propagate them every year from cuttings. I have  
a peppermint-scented one with lovely hairy leaves that I 
actually bought 30 years ago. The mother plant only died last 
year but there are lots of babies. In winter I tend to huddle  
the pelargoniums together in a corner under a wall, where  
they usually survive, or else bring them inside. 
You’ve created a lovely relaxing space…

This is now our main sitting area and we eat here throughout 
the summer. Luckily we also inherited a corner with paving 
slabs where an old barn once stood, so we created another 
seating area there and have allowed the old-fashioned mind-
your-own-business, a creeping perennial with tiny rounded 
leaves, to grow between the cracks, which softens the look  
of it. You have to be careful with it though as it can get out of  
hand and spread to lawns and borders.
Does it take a lot of work to maintain?

The old stone walls are a particular feature of the courtyard  
and because they soak up the sun’s heat I lose very few plants  
to cold weather though I do have to water generously every  
day in summer, which I enjoy. Otherwise it’s a fairly labour-free 
garden. I give the plants a liquid feed such as Tomorite several 
times a year and around five times a year will spend a whole  
day in the garden, weeding, pruning and taking cuttings. To  
me gardening is never hard work. It takes me outside and I  
can see the results of my efort, which is so rewarding.  HB

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

Conservatory

Paved area
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HANDCRAFTED BEAUTY

Fill this glass and zinc hanging terrarium  

with eyecatching succulents and cacti. It’s  

£29.95 from Decorator’s Notebook

HANGING DISPLAY

These lantern-shaped Aculo designs from 

Nkuku, £19.95 for small and £26.95 for 

large, would also look good with tealights

HIGH AND MIGHTY

Keen gardeners might want to try hydroponic 

gardening without soil. Cultivation unit,  

£16; nursery box, £5; both Ikea

PICTURE PERFECT

Arriving assembled and planted up,  

the Pacific Teardrop, £59.95 from The Urban 

Botanist, does the hard work for you 

MAIN ATTRACTION

Create a table centrepiece with the Herly stone 

terrarium, £18 from Rowen & Wren, by 

grouping leafy plants and succulents together 

BOXED UP

Bring the outside in with the Roar + Rabbit 

Angled Wood terrariums, £59 for the small 

and £79 for the large, West Elm

NEAT HEAT

The Nude Eden, £100 from Amara, is ideal if 

plants need direct sunlight but are sensitive 

to overheating, as it keeps them cool

GREEN-FINGERED

These mini greenhouses, £45 and £65 from 

Graham and Green, are a fun take on the real 

thing and perfect for indoor gardeners

A terrarium offers a clever 
way to grow and display  

exotic houseplants

Glass
ACTS



Slatted wooden 

fencing is a smart 

backdrop to the 

beautiful planting  

in the Wellbeing  

of Woman Garden  

at the 2015 RHS 

Hampton Court  

Palace Flower Show 

E X P E R T  A D V I C E

FENCING
TRADE SECRETS… 

Hedges, walls, trellis, panels – there are lots of 

stylish ways to mark out your border



Horizontal Venetian fencing that has 

closely spaced slats has a modern look, while 

palisade wood fencing has a more rural feel. 

And fencing doesn’t have to be limited to 

wood. Where a garden extends to a field or 

wonderful view, you could use galvanised 

wire cattle fencing and a prickly hedge for 

security so the view isn’t lost. 

Black steel railings work well in town 

gardens and more formal areas but will only 

provide a boundary rather than security 

because they can easily be scaled. 

Hedges suit a traditional setting and  

can be bought in a variety of heights,  

which is also useful for screening a fence 

straightaway. Small shrubs will do a similar 

job but grow more slowly. Avoid the 

temptation to use bamboo – although  

less expensive and fast-growing, it’s 

extremely invasive. Shoots and roots  

will spread quickly throughout your garden 

and to the neighbours’ garden – even 

breaking through concrete over time. 

Low brick walls are another option  

and look lovely with a brick capping – 

Wienerberger has a fantastic range – but 

bear in mind they take longer to construct 

than fence panels so labour costs are high. 

One of my favourite fencing suppliers is 

Hillhout. It’s a Dutch company and always has 

unusual products such as coloured trellis 

panels and contemporary black fencing.

LOUISA BELL 

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER 

THE LOVELY GARDEN

2 STYLE GUIDE

Horizontal Venetian panels

Black steel railings

Low brick walls

Galvanised wire cattle fencing

Hedges

Coloured trellis

The main purpose of fencing may be practical but the material you choose to  

make your boundary will enhance the look of your garden and home
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1 THE RIGHT TYPE
Garden fencing is used to mark your 

boundary but can bring other benefits.  

A solid 1.8m high fence, such as our 

Chesham or Featherboard options, with a 

sturdy lockable gate will keep children and 

pets safe and provide security and privacy. 

Windy locations need fencing that will 

allow the air to flow through so there’s less 

wind resistance. A good example of this  

is semi-solid fencing, such as Venetian 

slatted panels, which also let in light  

and cast interesting shadow patterns 

around the garden. 

Acoustic fencing, made from heavy 

duty timber posts and interlocking boards, 

minimises noise pollution. The design  

is based on acoustic barriers used on 

motorways, but the thick tongue-and-

groove-style boards make it look like 

residential garden fencing. 

The average fence is 1.5m-2m high. No 

planning permission is required for a barrier 

under 1.8m unless it’s next to a highway  

or footpath and then the height can’t 

exceed 1m without planning consent. 

Every county, parish and street differs so 

it’s best to check with your local council to 

see if there’s a restricted height limit. Don’t 

forget to incorporate the gravel board that 

the fence panels sit on into the height as 

well. Historic areas and listed properties 

may also have specifications on the type  

of fencing that’s permitted. 

An easy way to calculate how much  

to buy is by using a fence company’s online 

calculator to work out how many panels, 

posts, gravel boards, fixings and how  

much cement you’ll need. Remember  

to allow for corners and gates. A simple 

sketch or plan of the area will help make  

a quote as accurate as possible. 

In recent years fencing has become so 

secure that hedgehogs in suburban areas 

aren’t able to move between gardens very 

easily. We’ve now introduced a new 

hedgehog-friendly gravel board  

with a hole at one end, large enough to 

allow hedgehogs to pass from garden  

to garden without compromising the 

integrity of the fence. 

PETER JACKSON 

MANAGING DIRECTOR 

JACKSONS FENCING





Wooden fences 

can be painted in 

a colour to suit 

your garden
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3 MATERIAL SELECTION
Panelled wood fences are constructed in  

two ways: panels either slide into concrete 

posts or are screwed into brackets fixed to 

wooden posts. The common problems with 

failing fences are rotten posts or posts that 

haven’t been installed correctly so the wind 

has blown them over. 

If you decide to repair or build your own 

panelled fence make sure the post hole is 

deep enough – around 60cm is about right 

with gravel at the base to allow for water 

drainage and to stop the bottom of the posts 

from rotting. Use a spirit level to check the 

posts are straight and then pour concrete –  

a pre-mix post-mix concrete from DIY shops 

is fine – into the hole to fix them in place.  

I always leave a 30cm diameter around the 

post to give it a good anchor. 

Slide or screw the panels into place making 

sure the brackets and screws are made of 

galvanized or stainless steel that won’t rust. 

Screws around 7cm-10cm long are usually 

robust enough for fixing a six-foot panel into  

a wooden post. Panels need to be raised 5cm 

from the ground so they don’t rot, or sit them 

on top of treated or concrete gravel boards. 

Putting up wooden post and panel fencing 

can be a DIY job because panels simply  

screw into place. I prefer to use concrete 

posts because they last longer but as they’re  

heavy to handle the work is best done by  

a fencing contractor. Reputable firms will 

show you a portfolio of their work. 

Upright posts and panels that run in  

a straight or set line is a sign of good 

workmanship as is good quality timber. Make 

sure you buy wood panels that have been 

treated and come with a long guarantee 

against rot. Look for those that have been 

pressure treated with preservative; most 

manufacturers refer to this as Tanalised. 

In general, specialist fencing suppliers  

sell the best quality materials and are open  

to the public as well as the trade. Search 

online for firms in your area. Remember that 

cheaper panels, such as larch lap, will only 

last around five years depending on the 

elements, whereas a vertical, feather-edge, 

heavy duty panel can last for 12-15 years.

It’s a good idea to get professionals in  

at the start and then maintain the fence 

yourself. On average it costs around 

£80-£100 per panel fitted with posts, labour 

and concrete but this can vary. Although 

some panels come treated I still think it’s 

important to treat a fence every two years 

with an off-the-shelf product from a brand 

like Cuprinol or Ronseal. If you’re growing 

creepers such as honeysuckle or jasmine up 

the fence, prune them regularly otherwise 

the weight will drag on the panels. HB

LUKE BEATTIE 

MANAGING DIRECTOR 

WREN FENCING & LANDSCAPING 

Plant camouflage
If you inherit a tatty fence that 

belongs to your neighbour don’t draw 

attention to it by painting it. It’s better 

to disguise it with planting instead. 

After asking permission from your 

neighbour, run galvanised wires along 

the length or fix trellis panels to the 

face. These can be painted in a pale 

green/grey colour. Then plant fast-

growing climbers, such as roses or 

clematis, to quickly wind through it. 

Position them at least 45cm away from 

the base of the fence as they’ll need 

light and air to get established. Choose 

a trellis with robust batons to support 

vigorous climbers as some can reach 

12m or higher. The Mexican potato 

plant is a fast-growing semi-evergreen 

climber and provides a green covering 

with white flowers that continue to 

flower until the first winter frosts.

If your fence runs along the north-

facing side of the garden, this will create 

shade for most of the day and needs 

careful planting with shade-tolerant 

shrubs such as Viburnum davidii or 

Sarcococca hookeriana. Fan-trained 

morello cherry trees will also do well, 

with white flowers in spring and plenty 

of fruit for the blackbirds. Peach trees 

can be trained to bear fruit on a 

sheltered, south-facing fence. 

Finally, fencing can also be used to 

separate different parts of the garden.  

I like to use an open trellis through 

which you can see intriguing glimpses 

of pathways and distant views. 

LOUISA BELL 

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER  

THE LOVELY GARDEN

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE
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SHOWCASE PLANTING 

Enjoy your garden’s flowers, 

bushes and trees by night with 

clever positioning of your lights. 

Designs such as the LED Garden 

Lights (8) from Holloways of 

Ludlow Home, priced £55, come 

on a three-metre cord and are 

ideal for hanging on trees, while 

the Blooma Aurora Cool White  

and Colour Changing LED Solar 

Stake Lights (3), £17 for a pack 

of six from B&Q, look great 

dotted around flowerbeds. 

LIGHT UP FEATURES 

Highlighting hard surfaces such 

as steps works well for safety 

reasons, and it also creates an 

atmospheric setting. A few Solar 

Mini Ice Orb lights (7), £4.99 

from Haskins, which feature a 

crackle glass ball, are ideal for 

lighting up paths. 

Consider wall-mounted 

lanterns too such as J Adams  

SMART LIVING
The latest in clever home technology and the most stylish gadgets around 

1

2

3

4

Alfresco lighting
From attractive and energy-eicient  
solar-powered lights to wireless, connected 
systems that you can control remotely, 
there’s so much to choose from to help 
prolong those warm summer evenings 

& Co’s stylish Oak Wall Light (2), 

£590, which can light up side 

alleys and garage facades. 

ACCESSORISE IN STYLE 

Lighting helps add colour to  

an entertaining area or mood 

lighting to a table and the  

high street has some really 

great options including the 10 

Multi-coloured LED Solar Light 

Lanterns (6) from LED Hut, 

£9.99, and the Solar Lantern 

with Flickering Candle (4)  

from Dobbies, £14.99. 

For something more flexible, 

try the solar-powered Playbulb 

(1), £39.99 from The Fowndry. 

This colour-changing Bluetooth 

LED garden light can be moved 

around freely and controlled 

from your mobile or tablet. 

CREATE A TALKING POINT 

Consider ornamental garden 

lighting that creates an 

eyecatching centrepiece and 

will get guests talking. The 

Mantle by David Harber from 

Ornamental Garden Lighting  

(5) consists of a series of bronze 

petals, weathered to verdigris, 

with a gilded interior that 

creates wow-factor design. 

The sculpture is lit by a 

low-energy LED source inside 

the sphere, which can be 

controlled remotely. Prices  

start at £2,500 for a fixed-price 

GLO System, which features  

a choice of six lights that can  

be managed wirelessly.

 

MAKE IT CONNECTED 

Individual solar lights look great 

and add fun to alfresco parties, 

but once you start looking at a 

fully automated lighting control 

system, you open up a wide 

range of opportunities. ‘The 

lights and their associated 

controls (such as drivers) need  



to be wired,’ says Iain Shaw of 

Brilliant Lighting (brilliantlighting.

co.uk). ‘But you can use a wide 

range of high-quality external 

LED lighting and still be able  

to control the design from a 

simple keypad, touch-panel, 

smartphone or tablet. 

‘Circuits can be set to come 

on in response to light levels, in 

relation to sunrise or sunset, in 

reaction to motion or a trigger 

on the door or the gate. This  

is great for security as well as 

making a house feel welcoming 

when you get home after dark. 

‘And with full control over  

the external lighting, you can 

make it part of the overall 

house lighting design.’ 

Expect to pay anything from 

£50 for DIY solar fittings and no 

integration or £3,000 upwards 

for centralised control and high 

quality external fittings. Find 

expert installers on cedia.org. 
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It can be frustrating when you’re in the supermarket 
and forget what groceries you’re low on, but now a 
fridge that keeps track of its contents will make life 
easier. Samsung’s stylish new Family Hub refrigerator, 
priced £4,499 from John Lewis, features built-in 
cameras that take pictures of the contents every time 
you close the door, so you can tell if you need to stock 
up on vital items. This can then be viewed via a 
smartphone app remotely. The WiFi-connected fridge 
also features a 21.5-inch LCD screen on the door that 
displays messages and photos sent from your phone 
for other household members to view. The fridge’s 
built-in speakers will stream and play music too. 

AEG’s ProCombi Plus Smart Oven, £1,499 from John 
Lewis, is another appliance that loves to take a ‘selfie’. 
Its Cookview setting provides a live feed direct from 
the oven to your mobile device, so you can keep an eye 
on your food without having to open the oven door. 

LATEST
TREND

l Made from stainless-steel, 

the BeefEater Signature 

3000E barbecue with cabinet 

trolley and five burners 

comes with a warming rack, 

retractable towel rack, 

condiments basket and 

lockable castor wheels. 

£3,199, houseology.com 

l A range of dishes can  

be cooked on the 3 Series  

Classic LS Plus – its cast-iron 

grid section holds a wok, 

pizza stone or paella pan. 

InstaClean Technology and 

the dishwasher-safe sections 

make it easy to maintain. 

£339.99, campingaz.com 

l The Char-Broil Big Easy SRG 

is the UK’s first gas-fired 3-in-1 

smoker, roaster and grill,  

and features TRU-infrared 

technology to evenly distribute 

heat and cook food. Compact 

in design; you can cook 11kg 

of meat and veg at a time.

£299, charbroil.eu

3 OF A KIND... HI-TECH BARBECUES

Award-winning garden 

designer Charlotte Rowe 

(charlotterowe.com) shares 

her top tips for lighting  

your garden  

 

All cabled garden lighting 

must be installed by a certified 

qualified electrician. Make sure 

that cabling is well protected 

from rodents, squirrels and foxes. 

For best results, use a 

combination of different kinds  

to highlight texture, depth and 

drama in walls, fences, steps, 

patio edges, foliage, trees and 

water. But don’t over-light. Be 

sparing with wall designs on a 

terrace, for example. You can 

create better atmosphere using 

candles, lanterns and tealights. 

When using your garden 

lighting, turn off security lighting 

otherwise it will destroy any look 

you are trying to create. 

Use LED lights rather than 

halogen as they are low energy 

and the life of the lamp is much 

longer. Go for warm white rather 

than cool white as it gives a softer 

glow to your outdoor space.

Use good-quality, compact, 

waterproof light fittings that  

are IP67 or 68 rated.  

Plan your lighting design early 

in your garden project. All cabling 

usually needs to go in under the 

hard landscaping and planting.

INFORMATIVE APPLIANCES 

EXPERT TIPS

5

8

7

6

The clever 

Samsung 

Family Hub 

fridge helps 

you keep on 

top of your 

shopping



SUMMER 
ESCAPES

A shed at the end of the garden can provide not  

just peace and quiet but a creative space to pursue 

hobbies and a whole new direction in life

Traditional in style, 

Sally’s summerhouse  

is her haven

H O W  B R I T A I N  L I V E S



When Ellie and her family were looking for a new home in Brighton, 

she attached one very important condition: she needed to have 

her own recording studio. ‘Then we saw this disused garage when 

viewing the house and I knew it would be perfect!’ she says. The 

rustic blue-painted exterior now hides a contemporary studio.

Inside it’s both functional and beautifully decorated, allowing 

Ellie and her collaborators to work and relax in comfort. The walls 

of the main studio are painted a rich red, while the carpet and  

sofa are a soft cream. There’s underfloor heating and insulation, 

with soundproofing to protect the neighbours. A second area  

is used for storage, and a desk with computers allows her to  

record strings and vocals using specialist computer programs.

On the walls is an eclectic collection of LP covers, plus a 

platinum disc for Deleted Scenes from the Cutting Room Floor  

by Caro Emerald, for which Ellie wrote and performed all the  

string arrangements. She’s currently working on the songs and 

music for BBC children’s TV programme Tee and Mo and she 

regularly writes music for ad campaigns. 

Having the studio ‘on the doorstep’ allows Ellie to work and be 

nearby for the family. She describes it as a complete haven and the 

place she’d yearned for. It took a long time to get there, but she’s 

now doing what she loves and earning money from it too. She says, 

‘I never thought it was an option to have a job making music. I can 

come out here and practise the violin when my daughter’s gone  

to bed. I can record, write, whatever I want without bothering 

anyone... It’s my zone.’

The facade of this 

converted garage has 

been transformed by 

artist Faye Chadburn

MAKING MUSIC
Composer and songwriter Ellie creates various 

styles of music in her converted garage studio

A copy editor and proofreader, Sally works mostly on academic 

writing. To contrast with that, she’s also an Emotional Freedom 

Technique (EFT) practitioner and uses this healing technique with 

her clients. When she moved here nearly a quarter of a century  

ago, the garden contained three apple trees that weren’t in the 

best of health. Twenty four years later, Sally has established a 

mature English plot that gives her privacy. On one side, there’s a 

very high hedge and, at the end, an archway that gives the illusion 

of further adventures but, in reality, leads through the remains of 

an ancient hedgerow to the roads and houses beyond.

Sally’s late mother surprised her by leaving her enough money 

to buy the traditional garden summerhouse (left and above), where 

she works all day, with Seed, her Somali cat, for company. To make 

it suitable for year-round use, the shed has been insulated and 

re-lined with unpainted wooden tongue-and-groove boards. It’s 

furnished with two grey armchairs for visitors and clients, and her 

working chair, desk and computer.

The summerhouse is a place where Sally ‘likes to be free and 

laugh’. ‘It’s a hideaway from the student lodgers in my house and  

is totally my space,’ she explains.’I am definitely the queen of  

this 8 x 12-foot building. Even my family knock at the door!’

The view of the beautiful garden feeds the eyes – peonies, 

azaleas, aquilegias, pink weigela, foxgloves and white viburnum fill 

the borders. ‘One evening there was a baby fox out there, and I’ve 

even seen a deer,’ she says. ‘There are hedgehogs, frogs and newts, 

and many birds. Spotting a buzzard or a goldcrest lifts the heart.’

FREEDOM PATH
With little space in her busy Norfolk home she can call 

her own, Sally spends her days in her garden retreat

Sally can sit at her  

desk working and 

looking out over her 

beautiful garden
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Although Alex doesn’t make a living from her upholstery, she will 

take on commissions as well as teaching soft furnishing skills. Her 

clients bring their own furniture finds and learn how to revamp 

them into something wonderful. So her outdoor building needed  

to  be light, hence the large, steel-framed Crittall windows that  

pivot horizontally to open. 

The shed has equipment everywhere, and a chair sits on the 

bench, waiting to be transformed by Alex’s expertise. Tools line  

one wall and rolls of fabric lean against another. Tins and boxes of 

trimmings abound. There are two sewing machines, one of which  

is an industrial model for the heavy-duty work. When they aren’t 

whirring away, the only sounds are the birds and the subdued  

noise of trains running along the nearby railway line.

Alex uses the shed all year round, so it’s well insulated and 

heated. The interior is plain and light, with a functional pale 

wooden floor. It’s the fabrics and trimmings that add a mass  

of colour, brought to life by the rays of light coming through  

the windows and the roof light. There’s little embellishment,  

apart from a decorative parasol, a brightly coloured bird and  

some heart-shaped lights.

Outside are many pots and planters, with flowers, grasses, salad 

plants and even potatoes growing in sacks. The walls of the shed  

are weatherboarded and painted a pale blue-grey. Above the 

windows is a fake porthole – a find that makes Alex smile. Solar 

lights are strung across the front, so the shed’s a pretty sight at night 

as well as during the day.

REVAMP AND RENEW
Hidden in Alex’s garden – an urban oasis of patio, 

lawn and pots in west London – is her upholstery shed

Alex has a layered 

garden in front of her 

shed, which lets in 

plenty of light for her 

upholstery classes

Thanks to a legacy from a grateful client, Julia was able to replace 

her old shed with this one. It sits halfway up her garden, itself 

situated on a steep Stroud hill, where Julia has planted flowers for 

bees and other pollinating insects, and created a semi-wild area  

higher up. Paths wind through the shrubs and overgrown areas, 

leading to a seat at the very top of the garden. On days when  

the weather’s good, she can sit outside on the patio. 

The wide slatted shelf facing down the garden toward the house 

holds plants and a few special objects, and next to the door, in  

a neat row, are her gardening tools. Below the shelf are drawers 

for seeds and small hand tools. Although multifunctional, the shed 

is uncluttered. Julia can sit on the camping chair and reach for her 

binoculars to watch birds and see if any animals, such as badgers 

or foxes, might wander into this welcoming refuge.

This is a shed without pretensions to be anything but a shed.  

On display is an enigmatic painting of a woman with two shafts  

of light balancing on her hands, and there’s a shamanic figure 

made from wood and feathers. The walls are left undecorated 

inside and out and yet it’s so much more than a shed. It’s a hide 

and a refuge, a place to be and to meditate, to create and paint, 

and for Julia to venture out into her beautiful hillside garden to 

plant for pleasure and for wildlife.

WILDLIFE HAVEN
Based in Gloucestershire, Julia is a painter and artist, 

a dowser and a specialist in flower remedies. Her 

husband has his own shed on one side of the garden, 

and she has hers on the other, where she paints, 

meditates and watches nature

Julia’s shed is to be 

found halfway down 

her garden, which  

is a hillside oasis  

for birds, bees and 

other wildlife

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E
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Martha has space  

for her own work 

and for workshops. 

Examples of her art 

sit on her easel

It’s where Martha, a children’s book illustrator and artist, draws, 

listens to records, writes and doodles. She also runs workshops for 

children. ‘It’s a welcome change from working alone and always 

reminds me how much fun creative work can be,’ she says. Before  

her purpose-built studio arrived, Martha used to work on a coffee 

table or at a table in her bedroom. ‘I painted in the evenings and 

while my one-year-old had her daytime naps, but they never seemed 

long enough for the work I wanted to do,’ she says.

As the illustrator of several successful books, there came a point 

when she had earned enough to afford her own space. She found an 

excellent builder and watched with wonder as her shed took shape. 

‘One day, when the walls and roof had gone up, I walked in with my 

toddler and the song Young at Heart by The Bluebells was playing  

on the radio. I danced around with her and for the first time had a 

glimpse of how wonderful it would be. Knowing it was being built 

helped me cope with the late nights trying to meet deadlines,’ she says.

The design is simple and functional, with lots of light streaming in 

through the windows, doors and skylights. Painted white, the walls 

provide a backdrop to all the colourful drawings and paintings 

Martha is working on. There are shelves for books, a table to work at 

and plenty of floor to spread out on. Martha says, ‘It’s a place where  

I can leave the chaos of a busy family life behind and just focus on 

making things. When I know I have a whole day in the studio  

coming up, I feel very happy and am probably a calmer parent.’ HB

PERFECT ILLUSTRATION
Go down some steep steps in a Stroud family’s garden 

and there you will find this creative studio

Pots and tins hold 

everything Martha 

needs to create  

her lovely book 

illustrations

Taken from A Woman’s Huts and 

Hideaways by Gill Heriz (£19.99,  

Cico Books) with photography by 

Nicolette Hallett © CICO Books. 

To buy a copy at the special price  

of £14.99 including free p&p, call  

01256 302699, quoting GL6. For more 

information, visit rylandpeters.com

The Hearst Empowering Women initiative celebrates and supports women. Follow #showmethewoman on Twitter

H O W  B R I T A I N  L I V E S
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Q & A  A D V I C E

 We also answer 

questions on building, 

mortgages, interior 

design, architecture, 

consumer issues and 

more. Email your 

questions to 

housebeautiful@hearst.

co.uk, post to House 

Beautiful, 72 Broadwick 

Street, London W1F 9EP, 

or tweet @HB using 

#asktheexperts

Email, post or tweet your questions to our panel and we’ll answer in a future issue

ASK THE EXPERTS

GARDENING

Caroline Tilston

Designer at Oak Studio 

Garden Design and writer 

of gardening books

MEET THE PANEL

Thinking about the impact your home may be 

having on your health and wellbeing is an 

important, yet often overlooked, consideration  

that good design can address. Your kitchen and 

dining area is likely to be the social hub of your 

home, so creating a space that allows for positive 

social interaction is key.

First, welcome elements of nature into the room. 

Natural light is fundamental to our appreciation of 

good spaces, so I’d definitely recommend looking 

into whether you can enlarge any existing 

windows. If this isn’t possible, keep window 

dressing to a minimum, opting for a sleek roller 

blind rather than heavy bulky curtains. Avoid 

clutter on the sill both inside and out, whether  

this is a pile of cookery books, assorted ornaments 

or an overgrown and obstructive plant!

Try to plan the layout of your kitchen and the 

positioning of key items of furniture to make  

the most of views out onto the garden and nature. 

This will reinforce the proximity of the outdoors 

and improve the calming qualities of the space, 

which in turn will play a part in helping us to 

recuperate after a long and stressful day. 

As research shows: strengthening connections 

with family and friends is the key to human 

happiness, so prioritise creating a welcoming and 

easy-to-use dining space, where the whole family 

can gather on a regular basis to sit, eat and share 

stories or experiences of the day. It sounds simple, 

but making sure everyone has plenty of room to 

get in and out, and sit back after a hearty meal, 

makes all the difference! 

Improving your health through design
I’m in the process of renovating my kitchen and am really keen  
to bring the outside in, for the light and to create a feeling of 
wellbeing. How can I incorporate this into the design?

ECO DESIGN

Oliver Heath

TV presenter and expert 

in sustainable design 

from interiors to products

CLEANING

Helen Harrison

Home economist and 

former member of the 

Good Housekeeping 

Institute

OLIVER HEATH SAYS
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Why do we so often use yew or beech for hedging? 

Mainly it’s just… because we do! But there are lots of 

other possibilities for interesting hedges around. So long 

as a shrub grows to a suitable height, say two metres or 

more, plant a row of them and it’ll be a hedge! Maybe it 

would be best to begin with the shrubs you should avoid. 

Plants that are leggy don’t form a good screen, so things 

like buddlejas wouldn’t be suitable. Plants that aren’t 

reliable should also be avoided, as a hedge needs to grow 

well and uniformly to provide the upmost privacy all year 

round. Try not to choose anything that requires special 

treatment or is susceptible to frost. Varieties such as 

Californian lilac can be cut back by frost and camellias 

require quite acidic soil, so unless you’re happy to put the 

work in, it’s best to go for something less demanding. 

Other than these, the range is enormous. If you want 

flowers, you could try dog roses or cherry blossom – the 

white flowered Prunus avium is a good one. Mexican 

orange blossom Choisya ternata and osmanthus are both 

evergreen and have the most wonderful scented flowers. 

Bamboo can get very tall so makes a very effective 

evergreen hedge, or try the weeping bamboo Fargesia 

murielae as that makes a good healthy screen all the  

way down to the ground. 

There’s a wealth 

of choice for 

plants that will 

create fabulous 

hedges

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

It sounds as if you may have 

scrubbed the sofa a little too 

enthusiastically. One of the golden 

rules of any stain removal process 

is to be very gentle, particularly 

with delicate materials such as 

leather. It’s better to dab rather 

than rub, and to work from the 

outside of the stain inwards to 

avoid spreading it further. 

WD-40 is good for dissolving 

and removing sticky marks, but 

depending on the quality of the 

finish on your sofa, it can also 

dissolve wax and dye leading 

to further damage. 

Test an inconspicuous area 

before proceeding. Spray a small 

amount of WD-40 onto a kitchen 

towel and gently apply to the 

stain, moving to different areas  

of the towel as the stain is lifted. 

To remove any greasy traces of 

WD-40, blot the affected area 

with a kitchen towel dipped  

into a weak washing-up liquid 

solution, and finish by blotting 

again with just plain water and 

drying with a soft cloth. 

Dealing with the rough patches 

is trickier and, without knowing 

what leather your sofa is made 

from, I can’t give detailed advice. 

Send pictures of the damage to 

Anita at the Furniture Clinic 

(0844 879 3691; furnitureclinic.

co.uk) and she’ll be able to advise 

you on the best products and 

techniques to use. 

Cleaning leather 

Last week my leather sofa fell victim to some sticky 
stains left by my grandchild. I applied a leather cleaner, 
but am now left with damaged rough patches. What 
should I have done and can I rectify the damage?

CAROLINE TILSTON SAYS

HELEN HARRISON SAYS

It’s worth doing a 

patch test before 

removing a mark

Try something new...
I’d like to plant a hedge around my garden.  
I need privacy but am looking for inspiration 
beyond the traditional yew or beech. What 
can you suggest?
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Q & A  A D V I C E

A patio is relatively simple  

to lay and the materials are 

available at hardware stores. 

First, dig out any turf or plants 

down to about 10-15cm to 

form the foundations. Then  

put down a layer of ‘hardcore’, 

which is broken bits of rubble 

and brick. Spread it out with  

a rake and use a long piece of  

2x4 timber to flatten it down. 

Now you’ll need to pour a 

layer of bedding mortar, which 

you can buy ready mixed, or 

make up yourself using six parts 

sharp sand with one part 

cement and mixing it with just 

enough water so it’s damp and 

workable, not wet and runny. 

Lay each slab with a slight slope 

● Find more tips in Jo’s 

book, The Girl’s Guide 

to DIY (£12.99, New 

Holland Publishers) 

ENTREPRENEUR 
AND DIY 
CONSULTANT
Jo Behari

Championing  

women in the home 

improvement industry

I suggest cleaning and oiling wooden 

furniture before packing it up for the 

winter. This rehydrates the wood after 

a long, hopefully hot, summer. Start 

by cleaning it with a stiff brush and 

some sugar soap to clean off any 

moss build-up. Once it’s dry, apply a 

rich oil in a colour that complements 

the furniture. Danish oil is a great all 

rounder or try teak oil – these can 

both be purchased clear so you don’t 

have to colour match. Use a lint-free 

cloth to spread the oil over the surface 

of the wood working with the grain. 

The best way to protect the 

furniture long term is to cover it. You 

may be able to get a cover fit for 

purpose. Fabric or woven ones are 

harder wearing, although usually 

more expensive. Make sure you get 

covers that have a pull at the bottom  

so you can tighten them around the 

furniture. If you’ve bought something 

Weatherproofing 
garden furniture
How can we protect our new 
wooden outdoor furniture 
– we don’t have a shed?

ABOUT JO

How easy is it to lay a patio?
There’s a small area in our garden that gets the sun all 
afternoon and I’d love to make the most it by laying a 
patio. Can I do it myself, and if so how?

Brush up your skills and gain confidence with our DIY expert Jo Behari

MAKE + MEND

Sign up for House 
Beautiful’s free 
weekly e-newsletter 
by simply texting HB 
followed by your 
email address to 
84499  
Texts to this number are 
charged at your standard 
network rate, never more. 
Standard network rates vary 
depending on your phone 
provider. By texting into this 
service you are opting in to 
receive messages from us by 
email and SMS. You can opt 
out from SMS by texting STOP 
to 84499 and from email by 
clicking Unsubscribe

of about 25mm so water can 

drain off. The most accurate way 

to do this is to put a block that 

measures 25mm thick under  

the back end of the slab. 

Once in position, place a 

block of wood on top of the slab 

to protect it and knock it down 

with a club hammer to secure  

it within the bedding mortar. 

Repeat with each slab and then 

leave to dry for 24 hours. 

The next step is putting mortar 

between the slabs, otherwise 

known as pointing. Using a 

trowel, press the mortar between 

the gaps and brush off any 

excess with a stiff brush. 

Finally, clean the slabs with a 

damp sponge and you’re finished!

that doesn’t have a made-to-fit cover 

available, you could cut a tarpaulin to 

size and secure it with bungee cords. 

The key is to make sure the cover fits 

tightly over the furniture otherwise 

wind will get under it and whip it off. 

Keep the furniture grouped together 

over the winter so it’s less likely to  

get blown over in strong winds.  HB

 

Always oil 

your wood

Make the 

most of 

sunny spots
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S U S T A I N A B L E  H O M E

1

Stylish and ecofriendly ideas for your home and wellbeing

LIVING WELL

2 FAST AND HEALTHY

According to the makers, the four-in-one 

32-litre Panasonic model cooks as quickly as 

a microwave with the benefit of having a 

steam, grill and convection oven. Cook just 

with steam – great for fish and vegetables – 

or combine heating methods for a succulent 

roast chicken with perfectly crispy skin. 

NN-CS894S, £499, Panasonic 

3 PERFECT RESULTS

Packed with chef-friendly features, this 

45cm Bosch built-in steam oven has 12 

heating methods including eco fan cooking, 

steam baking, top/bottom grill, plus four 

steam-only options including gentle defrost 

and dough-proving to keep foods crisp on 

the outside and moist on the inside.  

Serie 8 CSG656BS1B, £985, Bosch

1 BETTER BAKING

All models in the AEG range have a steam 

bake feature to help dough rise and crusts 

form perfectly. Pour 100ml of water into the 

cavity to create a humid atmosphere for the 

first 10-15 minutes before switching to 

traditional dry heat. The A+ BP530450KM 

has 13 cooking modes, is self-cleaning  

and has a huge 74L capacity, £499, AEG 

Cooking with a steam oven helps food to retain moisture and locks in nutrients

AT FULL STEAM 

31 2



House Beautiful JULY 2016 151

Elaine Toogood, 

senior architect at 

The Concrete Centre, 

explains how the 

world’s most used 

building material 

can be ecofriendly

Concrete has a poor eco reputation…

There’s a lot of misunderstanding about its 

sustainability credentials, which may be because 

people confuse it with cement. In fact, it can be 

recycled and is made using recycled content, be it in 

the actual mix or as fuel to make cement. The industry 

uses 107 times more waste than it sends to landfill. 

Polished up, it can look amazing and is being 

used more inside the home, as worktops for 

instance. How else can it be used?

Concrete works well in many applications, but  

it’s also evolving, with new products coming to the 

market with environmental sustainability benefits. 

Concrete can be made with recycled content; 

products such as fibre-reinforced concrete and 

lightweight concrete are available. Unless you’re 

buying a pre-manufactured product such as paving, 

roof tiles and masonry, concrete is usually made  

to order so designers can choose from a range  

of ingredients for the mix. Making it is a bit like 

baking in this respect, with established recipes 

developed for specific uses and others adapted  

to respond to alternative, new ingredients.

Can concrete make a building  

more energy efficient?

Yes, it can be used simply and efectively to provide 

buildings with excellent thermal performance. It can 

also be used to create 

well insulated and airtight 

buildings, with the added bonus of providing 

thermal mass. In the winter, concrete warms up 

during the day, ideally supplemented by any sun 

shining into the building. By the evening, when 

temperatures drop, the trapped warmth in the fabric 

continues to heat the internal spaces, reducing the 

need for supplementary heating. This combines  

the principles of passive solar design with ancient 

principles for cooling dwellings in warmer climates, 

and while not new, it’s being used increasingly for 

buildings in the UK.

Is it a healthy material to have in our homes?

Absolutely. Concrete is associated with good indoor 

air quality because, unlike many other materials,  

it doesn’t use glue or require preservative or 

fire-protection treatment to make it fit for purpose. 

These treatments are common sources of the 

formaldehyde and Volatile Organic Compounds 

(VOCs) that can be present in our internal 

environments. Concrete also has other healthy 

benefits, such as acoustic insulation and security 

between properties, fire protection and flood 

resilience – all of which help to enhance our sense  

of wellbeing through safety and security. 

When buying wood, customers can look  

for the FSC logo. Is there an equivalent  

eco standard for concrete?

Yes, and most concrete that’s used in the UK  

is responsibly sourced. In 2009 the Building 

Research Establishment (BRE) established a  

more comprehensive responsible sourcing  

standard called BES 6001. And the good news is 

that around 90 per cent of all concrete in the UK 

is responsibly sourced to this BES 6001 standard.

Visit concretecentre.com for more info C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

Let them  
eat cake
For a surefire way to 
attract more birds to your 
garden, use this attractive 
Eco birdcake making  
kit by A Short Walk,  
£6.99 at Longacres. Each 
kit contains suet and 
birdfeed for the cake, full 
instructions and a bright 
hanging mould made 
from recycled yogurt pots.

Compost chic
It can be hard to find a 
compost bin that fits with 
a modern kitchen, but  
the new Joseph Joseph 
Stack food waste caddy, 
£28 from Binopolis, not 
only looks good but has 
improved ventilation to 
reduce moisture, while a 
replaceable filter helps 
minimise odours. 

Topping the league when  
it comes to recycling,  
concrete’s back in fashion 

THE HARD SELL

HEALTHY HOME

CLEANER 
STREETS 

If you spot a problem such as a 
dumped mattress or spilt bin, just 
use the Love Clean Streets app at 
lovecleanstreets.com, or send an 
SMS to 0772 520 2020 with LCS 

as subject, and send a photo 
to report the issue.
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TWITTER TALK
Repair, don’t replace, white 
goods and appliances, 
says Neil Howieson, 
consultant from The 
Waste and Resources 
Action Programme 

@HB Sometimes it costs  

more to repair a washing 

machine than buy a new  

one. Is this common?

@WRAP Some people believe  

it’s better to buy cheap and 

often rather than invest  

which keeps prices low. It’s  

an environmental disaster! 

@HB What can we do to  

reduce the amount of 

products going to landfill? 

@WRAP Manufacturers are 

driven by demand for cheaper 

appliances, so we need them  

to understand we’re happy to 

pay for stuff that lasts

@HB Where can we go  

to get things repaired?

@WRAP Use the search facility 

on dasa.org.uk (Domestic 

Appliance Service Association) 

to find a repair expert near you 

@HB With large appliances 

such as washing machines 

and dishwashers, will 

servicing extend their life?

@WRAP Generally not. There 

are very few moving parts to 

service on these appliances so 

the best maintenance is to take 

precautions such as descaling

@HB Is it simply a case of 

getting what you pay for?

@WRAP Yes, absolutely. Which 

do you expect to last longer,  

the washing machine costing 

£250 or £800? 

@HB If it can’t be repaired, 

what next? 

@WRAP Sadly old machines will 

still end up in landfill, even if 

some parts are removed for 

recycling, so it’s worth investing 

in longer-lasting products

Visit wrap.org.uk

BATHROOM ESSENTIALS
Fantastic and ecofriendly finishing touches for your bathroom

SOAK IN STYLE

This sleek bath caddy is made from sustainably 

sourced timber. It has two cut-outs, perfectly sized 

for a glass of wine! It’s £300, Victoria & Albert 

STATEMENT SINK

In grey or matt black aged varnish, this antique-

style mango wood sink unit, £1,099 from Maisons 

du Monde, has a marble top and matching basin 

MATCHING SET

Crafted from sustainably sourced, hardwearing 

rattan, these pieces add texture to a plain bathroom. 

Andaman accessories, from £9, Balineum

SKIN SOFT

Made using organic and Fairtrade certified cotton, 

these 1,100gsm towels are soft, luxurious and 

super-absorbent. Bathsheets are £30, liv.co.uk 

BEAUTIFULLY WARM

Made from aluminium, the stylish Blok towel 

radiator heats up faster and requires less water 

than a traditional design, from £470, Bisque 

VERTICAL VEGETATION

Plants love humid bathrooms and they’ll look 

great in these wallhanging baskets, £12 each, 

Monty’s Vintage Shop 

BUYER’S GUIDE

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE HB
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High summer’s the time when homes benefit from 

excellent shading to keep cool. Updating your 

windows is easy with this fabulous 20 per cent 

discount on all Appeal Home Shading blinds, 

including the innovative remote-control Ultra range.

The blinds in this wire-free collection open and 

close with an integral motor and rechargeable 

powerpack, so there’s no need to wire to the mains or 

have dangling cords. They can also be programmed  

to open and close at specific times, temperatures and 

levels of light. With more than 400 fabrics and colours 

to choose from, you’re sure to find a style to suit you.  

Visit appealshading.com or call 0800 975 5757.

ENJOY 20% OFF  
the latest powered blinds

Redcurrant roller 

blind, from £143  

a sq metre

Call 0800 975 5757 and quote ‘House Beautiful Reader Offer’

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
This offer is valid from 2 June to 7 July 2016. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other 
offers. The offer can only be used once per household. Subject to availability. There is no cash alternative.

HOW TO CLAIM YOUR 20% DISCOUNT

Choose from the wide range at Appeal Home Shading



F 
eaturing gorgeous flowers 

in rich hues, the House 

Beautiful collection at 

Flowers Direct includes 

three stunning bouquets with a 

focus on timeless elegance. The 

arrangements, which consist of 

one or two stem varieties, are 

hand-tied and wrapped in brown 

paper for a simple, stylish look. 

Choose from Fields of Gold, Warm 

Whites or Global Textures. From 

£35 each with free UK delivery.  

To order go to flowersdirect.

co.uk/housebeautiful

BRING SUMMER 
COLOUR INSIDE
This beautiful bouquet makes an extra-special 
gift and adds country chic to any room 

FIELDS OF GOLD 

Vibrant and uplifting, this glorious 
mix of lisianthus and calla lilies in  
an elegant, long-stemmed bouquet 
creates a showstopping focal point 
on a table or windowsill. It’s the 
perfect way to make a fabulous  
floral statement.

FIND OUT MORE AT housebeautiful.co.uk. JUST SEARCH ‘FLOWERS DIRECT’

H O U S E  B E A U T I F U L  F L O W E R S  D I R E C T  C O L L E C T I O N
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Butterflies and bees swarm to this  

special garden with its gorgeous curving  

rows of the colourful shrub

BLUE
Lavender

WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY NICOLA STOCKEN

G A R D E N  M A K E O V E R

F
or some couples, the sight of their new house surrounded by 

nothing but lawn might have been of-putting, but for Vanessa 

and Terry Winters, it was the dream property. ‘We wanted  

to design a garden from a blank canvas, digging in every plant, shrub 

and tree,’ says Vanessa, 56, who, together with Terry, 57, owns the 

design consultancy Bay Tree Limited. It’s only five years since they 

moved to the village of West Dean in Wiltshire, but in that short time 

their one-acre gently rising plot has been turned into a series of beds 

and borders linked by paths and separated by lawns, with a gazebo, 

orchard, potager and a stunning collection of lavender plants, all 

wrapping around their four-bedroom house. Vanessa tells the story  

of the transformation… C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E



An informal mass 

planting of lavender 

mixes harmoniously 

with stone spheres, 

clipped topiary box 

and Portuguese 

laurel trees
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CREATING THE LOOK
Considering how recently we completed the garden, all the plants 

have grown astonishingly quickly. The plot is south-facing with clean 

air that flows down the Dun Valley, and it has wonderful light – on  

a crystal-clear day it feels as though we’re in the south of France.  

We also have rich, sharp-draining soil, and have planted densely  

to retain moisture at the base of the plants and keep the roots cool. 

Plants thrive in these conditions – what we’ve achieved here in two 

years took five in our previous garden.

When we moved in, the plot was almost completely laid to grass, 

but there was very little topsoil. Within months we’d worked out  

the design of the garden and marked out every bed, border and 

path using site stakes, string and spray paint. Then we stood back 

and studied it from every angle, making a few minor tweaks here 

and there. We wanted to create a scheme that incorporates private, 

Vanessa and 

Terry love 

spending time 

in their garden

Encircling the back  

of the house are 

colour-themed beds 

of catmint, lavender 

and privet

hidden areas and gives open views over the garden, with welcome 

glimpses of the surrounding countryside beyond.

The layout revolves around a circular bed that also forms an axis 

through which the main paths pass, linking different sections and 

separating areas of planting. The longest path forms a broad catmint 

walk that runs diagonally across the plot and connects a rustic 

gazebo at the easterly corner to a small circular patio and formal 

gravel parterre with stone, box and lavender balls. A shorter path 

links the far side of the garden with the house and a sunny terrace 

enclosed in lavender. The longer paths are wider at one end and 

narrower at the other – an old trick to exaggerate the perspective  

so the paths appear longer. We used Cotswold chippings on all of 

them for an uninterrupted flow round the garden.

ESTABLISHING A FRAMEWORK
After re-seeding the lawns, the hard work of improving the 

impoverished chalk soil began. We lost count of the number of 

wheelbarrows of topsoil and compost it took to fill beds and borders 

before we could plant the key trees and shrubs. There are hawthorns 

in the central, circular bed; a line of pleached hornbeams to screen 

the potager; espaliered apples and pears beside the orchard; and 

evergreen Portuguese laurel standards in the formal gravel parterre. 

Flanking the catmint walk are three tall Pyrus calleryana 

‘Chanticleer’ enclosed in little squares of box hedging. Our design 

provides different vistas and views of pathways and borders when 

seen from within the house. We created beds as close to the house  

as possible, so that we can see the plants all year round.

As we planted the garden, it gradually wrapped around the 

building, its long borders filled with wayward herbaceous planting, 
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Vanessa and Terry 

grow summer 

vegetables in the 

kitchen garden’s 

raised beds

Planted in the garden’s original poor, sharp draining soil, the 

lavender is thriving and the collection burgeoning…

Plant both Lavandula angustifolia varieties and the later-

flowering x intermedias to ensure four months of flowers

Angustifolia lavenders flower from the end of June until 

mid-August, while intermedias flower from July until September

To dry lavender, pick it when it’s fresh and before the flowers 

fade, and hang in small bunches in a warm, dry spot, such as an 

airing cupboard. Once dried, the tiny flowers are easily stripped 

from the stems, ready to fill bags or add to pot pourri

Trim the plants back in autumn, after flowering has finished, 

so they can put on a little growth before winter, ready for  

next summer’s flowering

Lavender thrives in the dry conditions of a terracotta pot  

that has been filled with a gritty compost mix and doesn’t 

require much watering

How to grow and care for lavender

and punctuated by evergreen privet standards, which provide 

permanent structure during the winter months when the beds are 

largely empty. Many of the areas are defined with box hedging, while 

yew and box balls are used extensively throughout all the planted 

areas. Box is costly, so we bought small plants that, once established, 

will develop and become stronger and more resilient in the long term. 

COMING INTO FLOWER
The catmint walk is edged in ‘Walker’s Low’, and we have a collection 

of unusual lavender varieties arranged in curving rows that ripple out 

from the central round bed. The lavender attracts so many bees and 

different butterflies searching for pollen.

The garden changes mood to coincide with the seasons. Early summer 

opens with purple or white alliums intermingling with herbaceous 

perennials such as foxgloves, sweet rocket, aquilegias, valerian, 

erysimum, oriental poppies and sisyrinchium in shades of pink, cream 

or white. By midsummer the lavender is in full flower, and the colour 

scheme in the main beds becomes bolder with red bergamot, rich 

helenium, purple Verbena bonariensis and scabious. Late summer gets 

increasingly relaxed, a time for taking cuttings and collecting seed. 

Then, as the leaves on the beech tree fall, we cut back the herbaceous 

borders and cover them for winter under a thick mulch of compost.

We both love the structure, order and harmony with frothy, billowing 

and abundant planting. And it’s wonderful having fruit and vegetables 

growing within a few steps of our kitchen. It has taken a lot of hard 

work but we now have a well-established, grown-up garden. HB

 Vanessa and Terry’s garden opens in aid of charity to groups of 

10+ by appointment. Email: terry.winters@ordnancehouse.com

 Turn the page for a special lavender offer

THE LAYOUT

A stone bench and 

patio continues the 

circular theme

The garden has been designed to offer a mix of styles

Main front lawn

a
b

o
u
t 

4
0
m

about 65m

South lawnsOrchard

Soft fruit

Lavandula x 

intermedia

Lavandula 

angustifolia
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Free*  scented lavender plants

L avender is an easy-to-grow shrub with 

beautifully scented flowers. The nectar-rich 

blooms are particularly attractive to bees and 

the stems are ideal for cutting or drying. Your 

collection will contain 24 plug plants each of 

‘Munstead’ (height 45cm and spread 60cm)  

and ‘Hidcote’ (height 60cm and spread 30cm).

These beautiful plants will also transform 

your garden, as well as attracting wildlife

HYDRANGEA ‘GLAM ROCK’
This robust, hardy shrub is the most colourful 

hydrangea ever. It makes a superb addition to 

borders or large patio containers. Height and 

spread 120cm. Supplied as a 9cm potted plant. 

Buy one for £9.99; two for £10. That’s 

doubling up for just a penny more!

MIMOSA (ACACIA DEALBATA) 
Producing lemon-scented pom-pom blooms on 

feathery evergreen foliage, this shrub is loved  

by bees and butterflies. Supplied as a 9cm potted 

plant. Height 8m and spread 5m. Buy one for 

£12.99 and get one free.

GARDENIA ‘KLEIM’S HARDY’
Glossy evergreen foliage provides the perfect 

backdrop for these exquisite blooms in summer  

on this beautiful, compact shrub, which is ideal 

for sheltered borders and containers. Height 

90cm and spread 90cm. Supplied as a 9cm 

potted plant. Buy one for £9.99 or buy two 

for £19.98 and get another one free!  

*FOR JUST THE COST OF POSTAGE

Take advantage of this great offer to bring nectar-rich blooms into your garden 

ORDER ONLINE at www.thompson-morgan.com/NM14 ORDER BY PHONE on 0844 573 1686 
quoting NM14 (minimum telephone order £10) ORDER BY POST Fill in the coupon below 
PAYMENT If paying by cheque, please make payable to Thompson & Morgan and write your name 
and address on the back. Or you can complete your credit/debit card details. If in the event of 
unprecedented demand, this offer is oversubscribed, we reserve the right to send suitable substitute 
varieties. Please note that your contract for supply of goods is with Thompson & Morgan, Poplar 
Lane, Ipswich IP8 3BU. Terms & conditions available upon request. All offers are subject to 
availability. Calls cost 7p per minute plus your telephone provider’s access charge. Offer closes on  
2 July 2016. Orders despatched from June 2016. PLEASE SEND ORDER & PAYMENT TO: House 
Beautiful Free English Lavender, Dept NM14, PO Box 162, Ipswich IP8 3BX

I enclose a cheque for £_______ made payable to Thompson & Morgan with my name and full  

address on the back. Or charge my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro:

Card number _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _   Start date _ _  /  _ _  Expiry date  _ _  /  _ _   

CSC _ _ _  Maestro issue no _____  Signature ____________________________________ NM14

Price Qty Total

TCK10121B Hydrangea ‘Glam Rock’ x 1 £9.99

TCK10122B Hydrangea ‘Glam Rock’ x 2 £10

TCB10002A Mimosa (Acacia dealbata) x 1 + 1 FREE £12.99

TCB42075B Gardenia ‘Kleim’s Hardy’ x 1 £9.99

TCJ10522B Gardenia ‘Kleim’s Hardy’ x 3 £19.98

TCB44635 48 FREE* English Lavender

(Worth £39.96) Only one application per reader

FREE 1 FREE

Total

Title                Initial                   Surname                                                        _______________        

Address                                                                                                                                                               

Postcode                                                 Phone number                                                                                                 

Email                                                                                                                                                        

Lavender 

‘Munstead’
Gardenia  

‘Kleim’s Hardy’

Lavender 

‘Hidcote’

WORTH  
£39.96

JUST SEND *£5.65 
FOR POSTAGE

£5.65*

Mimosa

Hydrangea  

‘Glam Rock’

Postage
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This gardening journal 

can be personalised 

to make it a special 

place for notes, plans 

and plant wishlists.

Gardening journal, 

£11, Amanda 

Hancocks at noton 

thehighstreet.com

Keeping your garden fresh 

through a hot dry summer is a 

lot easier with a bit of planning.

The first step is to make sure the 

water supply is handy, either in 

butts or by having an outside tap 

installed – it saves so much effort. 

If you already have a tap, you can 

put in an adaptable automatic 

watering system, such as 

Gardena’s. You just plug it in  

at the tap and can position a 

choice of attachments exactly 

where you want them, from drip 

sets and mini-sprays to special 

irrigation for pots and oscillating 

sprinklers for larger areas.

It’s always tricky keeping the 

garden watered while you’re 

away on a summer holiday, but 

the new app from Hozelock 

might help. This allows you to 

control your watering system 

remotely from your mobile. It 

also keeps track of the weather 

at home so you can adjust the 

watering from wherever you  

are in the world. 

When you put in plants, go 

for drought-tolerant varieties if 

you think you might not always 

remember to water. They tend 

to have smaller, greyer and 

sometimes hairy leaves, such as 

lamb’s ear and lavender, and will 

withstand dry soil better than 

the glossy or large-leaved plants 

like camellias or hydrangeas.

If we have a typical British 

summer with too much rain  

and not enough sun, the main 

problem will be hordes of damp- 

loving slugs, which will devour 

your plants if left to their own 

devices. Try to keep numbers 

down with baits or pellets.

Tag your plants in 

style with copper 

labels. Indent your 

writing on the soft 

metal and it won’t 

wash off or fade. 

Obar copper plant 

labels, £6 for 10, 

Rowen & Wren

Plant markers are 

essential if you sow 

seeds or seedlings. 

This handmade set 

comes with a pen.

Ceramic plant 

markers set  

with pen, £12,  

ceramic-gifts.com

If you have one 
hour to spare...
...look for gaps in the beds 
and fill them with brilliant 
later summer and autumn 
flowering plants. These will 
keep the garden looking 
great up to the first frosts 
and can be used to jazz  
up pots. Try purple asters, 
yellow rudbeckias, cerise 
echinaceas or cool white or 
pink Japanese anemones. 
For real wow factor, go  
for dahlias – in bloom now 
and for months to come if 
watered and dead-headed. 

With its huge white blooms 

forming a magnificent cloud  

at this time of year, Hydrangea 

arborescens ‘Annabelle’ is one  

of the wonders of the garden.  

In autumn the leaves fade in 

russet colours, while in winter 

the skeletons of the flowers form 

magical seedheads. The plants 

usually grow to no more than  

6ft and look amazing in a row.

Lift your spirits

 Seasonal tasks, planting ideas, shopping and 
expert advice to make your garden grow 

Garden
NOTEBOOK

INSIDE 
GUIDE

Uncover the secrets  
to great gardening at 

shootgardening.co.uk. The 
site is packed with advice, 
information and monthly 
reminders on everything  

to do with your  
outside space.

THREE OF A KIND... PLANTING KITS 

Dahlias put on a 

colourful show 

until autumn

Keep a water 

supply close  

at hand

WELL WATERED



Freshly cooked recipes with tasty seasonal 

ingredients are just perfect for summer eating 

SIMPLY 
DELICIOUS

SERVES 2

110g brown rice

50g wild rice

¼ red onion, finely diced

1tbsp finely chopped  

   preserved lemon rind

8 mint leaves, finely chopped

½tsp ras el hanout

100g smoked river  

   trout, flaked

2 handfuls watercress sprigs

2 soft-boiled free-range eggs

60g good quality mayonnaise 

1 Put the brown rice and wild 

rice in a saucepan and cover 

with 750ml cold water. Bring 

to the boil, then reduce the 

heat to medium and cook for 

30min, or until tender. 

2 Drain the rice and put it  

in a bowl with the onion, 

preserved lemon rind, mint, 

ras el hanout and flaked trout.  

 

 

 

Season with sea salt and 

freshly ground black pepper 

and toss to combine.

3 Divide the watercress 

between two large bowls. 

Spoon the rice and trout salad 

on top. Peel and halve the 

eggs, then arrange them  

on the salad. Serve with a 

spoonful of mayonnaise. 

Smoked river trout salad with wild rice and watercress

COOK’S NOTE

 Ras el hanout is a blend  

of Moroccan spices and rose 

petals. Bart does a version 

that can be bought from 

supermarkets, about  

£2.99 for a 65g tin. 
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SERVES 2

140g frozen peas 

100g sugar snap peas, trimmed

10 mint leaves, thinly sliced

2tsp red wine vinegar

2tbsp extra virgin olive oil

1 small head of radicchio, cut  

   into thin wedges

6 slices prosciutto, halved

115g fresh full-fat ricotta cheese

1tbsp pine nuts, toasted

1 Bring a large saucepan of 

salted water to the boil. Add the 

peas and cook for 3min, then 

add the sugar snap peas and 

cook for a further 3min.

2 Meanwhile, put the sliced mint 

leaves, red wine vinegar and 

extra virgin olive oil in a bowl and 

season with sea salt and freshly 

ground black pepper. Drain the 

cooked peas and put them in the 

bowl with the mint and dressing. 

Stir to coat the peas.

3 Arrange the radicchio wedges 

in the base of two large shallow 

bowls. Top with the prosciutto, 

ricotta and dressed peas, then 

sprinkle with the pine nuts. 

Green pea salad with ricotta and prosciutto

COOK’S NOTE

 For the best flavour,  

try to only use the best 

ingredients – freshly sliced 

prosciutto and a thick wedge 

of full-fat ricotta from  

the delicatessen  

if possible. 
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COOK’S NOTE

 Remove pomegranate 

seeds by slicing the fruit in half, 

placing in a large snaplock bag. 

Squeeze to loosen the seeds 

and seal the bag. Turn the 

halves skin up and smack with 

a wooden spoon. Pour the 

seeds into a bowl; remove  

any pith.

SERVES 2

35g plain flour

50g instant polenta

½tsp sumac

¼tsp ground white pepper

300g whiting fillets

2 courgettes, finely diced 

2 short cucumbers, finely  

   diced (if you grow your own  

   Burpless cucumbers, use  

   two of these instead)

1 celery stalk, diced

20g flat-leaf parsley leaves 

90g pomegranate seeds

1tbsp extra virgin olive oil

60g butter 

Lemon wedges, to serve

1 Put the flour in a large snaplock 

bag with the polenta, sumac and 

white pepper and season with 

sea salt. Seal and shake to 

combine. Open the bag and add 

the whiting fillets. Seal the bag 

again and shake gently to coat 

the fish in the seasoned flour.

2 Put the diced courgettes, 

cucumber, celery, parsley and 

pomegranate seeds in a bowl. 

Season with sea salt and freshly 

ground black pepper and drizzle 

with the olive oil.

3 Heat the butter in a large frying 

pan over a medium heat and fry 

the whiting fillets for 2-3min on 

each side, or until golden and 

the thickest part of the fillet is 

cooked through. Divide the 

courgettes and pomegranate 

salad between two pasta bowls 

and top with the fried whiting. 

Serve with the lemon wedges.

Pan-fried whiting with pomegranate salad



COOK’S NOTE

 The spinach leaves 

have been added to  

make this carbonara a bit 

healthier, but feel free to 

add them to a green  

side salad instead.

SERVES 2

200g orecchiette pasta

1tbsp extra virgin olive oil

10g butter

100g rindless bacon rashers,  

   thinly sliced

60ml white wine

2 large free-range eggs

35g finely grated  

   parmesan cheese

125g baby English spinach leaves

2tbsp chopped flat-leaf parsley

1 Bring a large saucepan of 

salted water to the boil and add 

the pasta. Cook until al dente, 

then drain well.

2 Meanwhile, put the olive oil  

and butter in a large, deep-sided 

non-stick frying pan. Add the 

bacon and fry over medium heat 

for about 2min, or until the bacon 

is golden and crispy. Remove and 

drain on a paper towel. Add the 

wine to the pan and cook for 

1min to deglaze.

3 Put the eggs and half of the 

parmesan in a bowl and whisk to 

combine. Season with sea salt 

and freshly ground black pepper.

4 Transfer the pasta to the frying 

pan and toss over a low heat to 

warm through, then add the 

spinach and whisked eggs. When 

the sauce has begun to thicken 

and coat the pasta, remove from 

the heat and divide the mixture 

between two warmed bowls.  

Top with bacon, the remaining 

parmesan and parsley.   

Spinach carbonara

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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SERVES 2

60ml extra virgin olive oil

1 red chilli, seeded and  

   finely chopped

1 red onion, thinly sliced

1tbsp tamarind purée

2tsp grated palm sugar  

   or light brown sugar 

1tsp soy sauce

1tbsp lime juice

175g shredded cooked chicken 

1 mango, flesh cut into  

   thin wedges

½ short cucumber, diced  

   (if you grow your own  

   Burpless cucumbers, use  

   two of these instead)

8 mint leaves, thinly sliced

1 handful coriander leaves

100g baby salad leaves

1tbsp toasted sesame seeds

1 Put the olive oil, chopped chilli 

and sliced onion in a frying pan 

over medium heat and cook  

for 10min, stirring occasionally, 

or until the onion is quite 

caramelised and almost burnt.

2 Meanwhile, put the tamarind 

purée and 60ml water in a large 

bowl. Add the sugar, soy sauce 

and lime juice and stir until the 

sugar has dissolved. Add the 

chicken, mango, cucumber, mint 

and half of the coriander leaves. 

Toss gently to combine. 

3 Divide the baby salad leaves 

between two large bowls and 

arrange the chicken and mango 

salad over the top. Garnish with 

the caramelised onion, the 

remaining coriander leaves and  

a sprinkle of sesame seeds. HB

Poached chicken and mango salad

COOK’S NOTE

 This is a great way to  

use up leftover roast chicken. 

The onion adds a lovely 

richness and texture, so be 

patient and cook it to the 

sweet, almost-burnt  

caramel stage.

Recipes taken from  

A Simple Table by 

Michele Cranston 

(£14.99, Murdoch 

Books) with 

photography by 

Petrina Tinslay.
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T  F E A T U R E

HOME COMFORTS
Create your dream living space

THE TWISTER ARAN
Fuchsia colour: stone washed effect, The 

Twister gracefully adds an element of fluidity to 

your wardrobe, whilst at the same time, 

provides you with an enduringly versatile 

cropped style sweater. Team with your 

favourite jeans, shorts or skirt. Shop online or 

call us. On promotion from £89.00 to £65.00. 

Enquire 01635 867165 or visit 

www.originalblues.uk

NATIONWIDE
Watch the days pass as you relax under the 

comfort of a Classic Veranda from Nationwide. 

Offering wide selections of frames to suit any 

property, and a choice of glass or polycarbonate 

roofing, you’ll have plenty of options to achieve 

your dream design. Combine heating and 

lighting so no matter the season, you may relax 

in comfort come rain or shine. Each Veranda 

has a five year guarantee and fitted by qualified 

Nationwide Veranda installers. 

Nationwide is currently holding a Winter Sale, 

with discounts of up to 25%. To receive a free 

brochure, visit nationwideltd.co.uk or call 

0800 179 9628.

SWOON EDITIONS 
Swoon Editions is an online furniture brand 

that enables people to buy beautifully 

handcrafted furniture at honest, 

reasonable prices. Teaming hand-carved, 

elegant curves with a bold contemporary 

finish, the Atticus is a French-style storage 

piece with a modern edge – from £449 

including delivery. Readers also save £20 

on orders over £200 with voucher code 

HOUSEBEAUTIFUL. To order, go to 

swooneditions.com/housebeautiful or 

call 0203 137 2464. 

Offer expires on 30/06/2016.

COMFORTABLE CLEANING
The SEBO AIRBELT E1 is not only compact but 

also lightweight and powerful. To protect walls 

and furniture it features an innovative soft 

bumper system, whilst easy-glide castors let the 

machine move with minimum effort. The 

ergonomically designed handle grip makes it 

comfortable to use and with its ultra-low noise 

level, the SEBO AIRBELT E1 is very easy on the 

ear. A five year domestic guarantee is standard.

See the SEBO E1 range at www.sebo.co.uk

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
See the NEW collection of quirky British wildlife 

and animal art by internationally published 

artist, Aaminah Snowdon. Enjoy FREE SHIPPING 

at www.aaminahsnowdon.co.uk by entering 

FREESHIP1 at checkout (offer ends 06 July). 

THE STEEL ROOMS
The Steel Rooms – an online shop giving 

customers the opportunity to purchase unique 

and individual gift ideas, ranging from personal 

items to bespoke finds for the home. If you are 

looking for something different, then visit us 

online. We adore this beautiful ceramic table 

and serve ware. Each piece is hand painted with 

this pretty indigo drop design and handmade, 

using age old traditions that have remained 

unchanged for generations. Brighten up your 

table with a collection of plates, bowls, cups 

and saucers.

To order, go to www.thesteelrooms.com  

Readers save 10% on all first orders with 

voucher code HOUSEBEAUTIFUL10 or call 

01652 657256. Offer expires 31 August 2016.
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HEALTHY OILS

The Fine Life oil mister is great for cooking, 

but can also be used to dress salads. Try 

infusing the oil with chilli or herbs and spices. 

It costs from 19.95 from Amazon

VINTAGE CHARM

Add some decorative details to your table 

setting to make it extra special. The intricate 

design on the glass Avani placemat, £12.95 

from Nkuku, is hand etched 

SERVING UP

Toss your greens and dish out everyone’s 

fair share with these wooden salad servers, 

£12.99 from H&M. The painted handles 

add a simple decoration

ON THE SIDE

Serve sauces and salad toppings in this 

dipping bowl in Pistachio. It’s £25 from Mud 

Australia, which stocks a beautiful range of 

ceramics in tempting colours

GORGEOUS STONEWARE

This hand-thrown shallow bowl with a  

white glaze is the perfect starting point to 

a chic rustic table setting. Snow White 

pasta bowl, £15 from Nom Living

Bring the colours of nature 
to your table with stone 
shades, wooden textures 

and hints of green

Modern
RUSTIC

FINE DINING

Create a relaxed yet stylish look by pairing 

vintage-style cutlery with soft grey table 

linen. Fleuris 24-piece cutlery set,  

£34.50, Within

CLEVER CLAY

Cook up something tasty in the terracotta 

saucepot, £65 from Unique & Unity. The 

clay aids the circulation of heat and has 

been treated so it can go on the hob  

FAMILY FEASTING

This large Andalucia serving bowl, £10  

from Habitat, would look fabulous filled with  

a colourful salad or piled high with a  

delicious heap of pasta 
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G
ather friends and family for some 

delicious alfresco dining with a 

difference. The enamelled cast-iron Forno 

oven from Morso offers an innovative way  

to cook outdoors, helping you prepare crisp  

and crunchy pizzas and perfect bread in just  

a few minutes. It can also be used to make 

other dishes, from steaks and roast vegetables 

to casseroles and cakes, as well as heating 

your patio when the evenings get cooler.

Now House Beautiful readers have the 

chance to win one of three fabulous Forno 

Garden Sets, which include the Forno oven 

plus an outdoor table on wheels, Tuscan  

grill insert, ash scraper and kindling wood. 

The set also comes with a multicocotte  

and saucepan from Morso’s Living collection. 

Both are crafted from enamelled cast-iron  

to distribute heat evenly while cooking  

and keep food warm. The cookware is 

hardwearing enough to last for decades and 

so stylish it will look good on the dinner table. 

For more information on Morso’s outdoor 

Living range, visit morsoe.com.

FOR A CHANCE TO WIN text HBWIN followed by a space and then your answer to the 
question below and your name and address to 88600 (£1.50 plus usual network operator 
rates) or call 0905 789 0103 (80p a min plus your telephone company’s network access 
charge) and give your answer. Calls should last no longer than two minutes. Lines open  
1 JUNE 2016 and close 31 JULY 2016. Or post completed coupon to House Beautiful/
CPHSBN16253, Worksop S80 2RT for receipt before 3 AUGUST 2016.

QUESTION What is the Forno oven made from?

ANSWER  _____________________________________________________________________

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ Postcode _________________________________________________

Email address _____________________________________________________________ Telephone _______________________________________________

TERMS AND CONDITIONS Calls from mobiles and other networks may cost more. If you phone or text your entry 
after the advertised closing date, you won’t be entered but you will be charged. Entry is open to residents living in 
mainland UK. Only one entry per household. The winners will be selected at random from all correct entries after 
the closing date. Service provider: Spoke (0333 202 3390). No purchase is necessary. The prize is as stated and is  
not transferable. RRP £2,033. The prize includes delivery but not installation. No cash alternative. Prizes are subject 
to availability, and in the event of a prize being unavailable, the promoter and prize supplier reserve the right to 
offer an alternative prize of equal or greater value. For full terms and conditions turn to p8. DATA PROTECTION We 
will use the information you supply to process your competition entry. For our privacy policy, visit hearst.co.uk/dp

Make your garden the star of summer with Morso’s Forno oven and cookware

3 TO BE 
WON 

EACH WORTH 
£2,033

WIN! A stylish outdoor 
oven and more…



RHIANNON FINDLAY ART
British artist and designer Rhiannon Findlay 

produces striking wildlife art and homeware 

that is delicate and dynamic. Her work captures 

the vibrant colours and unique characteristics of 

the birds and animals that occupy our fields, 

woodlands and coasts. Each fine art print is 

presented on quality watercolour paper 

surrounded by a stylish cream mount. Brand 

new homeware products include a range of 

chic, super-soft cushions in patterned wildlife 

designs. Commissions available. Save 20% with 

code HOUSEBEAUTIFUL20. 

www.rhiannonfindlay.com

GORGEOUS GIFT 
INSPIRATION
Find the perfect gift for every occasion in the 

free Nelson & Forbes 2016 booklet, showcasing 

120 pages of stunning solid bronze sculpture.  

With prices starting at just £92, every 

collectible, limited edition sculpture arrives 

beautifully boxed with a certificate, so you are 

sure to find that perfect something for that 

special someone. Handmade in a British 

foundry, each is an heirloom in the making.  

Call 01442 256290 for your free booklet, or 

visit nelsonandforbes.co.uk to view the 

collection and order.

DREAMY HOMES
Handmade wooden garden sign that is 

unique to you, allowing you to customise 

and personalise your very own garden 

sign, simply choose your design and who 

and where it’s for. Any text can be added 

or changed for just £5.00. Size is 30cm x 

12cm depending on text. These are ideal 

for summer house, children’s play 

equipment, party signs, pet kennels and 

many more. 

Made from 100% recycled wood available 

from www.dreamyhomes.co.uk

A D V E R T I S E M E N T  F E A T U R E

FINISHING TOUCHES
It’s all in the detail

FRANCESCA GENTILLI
We specialise in beautiful off the peg 

and bespoke, made-to-measure rugs 

from India and Morocco. All 100% 

hand made by artisans using ancient 

hand-loomed weaving techniques. 

Our rugs will transform a room 

bringing style and personality to 

contemporary or traditional interiors. 

We will be at Spirit of Summer June 

22-25th please get in touch for tickets 

or more info! +447779660690 or 

hello@francescagentilli.com 

www.francescagentilli.com

PULLMAN EDITIONS
Pullman Editions designs striking original 

limited-edition posters that capture the enduring 

appeal of Art Deco. Their newly-commissioned 

posters feature glamorous winter sports and 

summer resorts around the world, as well as the 

world’s greatest historic automobiles.

Over 100 designs available to view and buy 

online at www.pullmaneditions.com

Priced at £395 each.

JENNY BELL CERAMICS
Summer fades but 

memories will last with 

these beautiful bone 

china mugs by Jenny Bell.

Printed from her water 

colour paintings and 

priced at £11.50 plus 

P&P, (add £1.00 for 

personalising).

www.jennybell.co.uk 

or Tel: 01388 665757.
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Home Directory

WHATWE DO IS SIMPLE –WE BUYCANCELLED FURNITURE ORDERS,

OVERRUNSAND RETURNED PRODUCTS FROM THE LEADING

HIGH STREET STORES – ANDALL SOLD ...

... UPTO 60% OFFTHE RETAIL PRICE.

DEFINITELYWORTHALOOK IN STOREAND ONLINE!

SEE IT, LIKE IT, BUY IT, TAKE ITAWAYTHE SAME DAY (or we can arrange delivery)

www.trade-secret.co.uk
Leicestershire - London

www.kirkdale.co.uk
FOR A FREE BROCHURE CALL 01495 243999

Woburn 3 seater sofa was £599 - NOW ONLY £449

by 

The BRUNOMattress
10 Year Guarantee | 30 Night Trial | Free Delivery

Sleep like never before

Quilted Cover

Natural Latex

7 Zone Support

www.brunosleep.co.uk

BRUNO

HOME INTEREST
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divani
T H E  O N L I N E  S O FA  C O M PA N Y

Contemporary sofas delivered direct from our UK workshop 

For a free brochure call 01685 844444

Only £399. 
Only from us.

www.divani.co.uk

Call us on 0845 468 0577 
or visit willowandhall.co.uk

Or cosy up on sofas, sofa beds and beds in our London showroom

Inspirational and beautifully British handmade

furniture without the high street price tag

Make your home happy�save £100 when you buy two  
or more items until 30th June with code W&H100*

. No risk 21 day moneyback home trial  
. 5 year hardwood frame guarantee

For a free colour brochure call 
01495 244226 or visit www.sofasofa.co.uk

GREAT BRITISH SOFAS

FLORENCE 3 seater sofa was £1099 - now £799

DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER

REGENT 3 SEATER SOFA

WAS £1509 - NOW ONLY £999

To view our entire range or to order 
your free colour brochure

call 01443 771222
or visit www.thomaslloyd.com

Great British

Furniture Makers of Fine Leather Furniture

for Generations

● British Standard tested and approved  ● Made in
our own UK factory  ● Direct from the factory

prices  ● 21 day money-back promise  
● 2 year guarantee
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   Wide range of bespoke designs available

    

    Manufactured in all shapes & sizes to suit your home

   Professionally installed by skilled craftsmen

CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION AND BROCHURE
 Quoting 

HB02/06

   Our glass verandas can be converted into an 

     open glass room at any time

   

   10 year guarantee

Enjoy your garden all year round 
with a Glass Veranda from Eden

www.edenverandas.co.uk
0800 107 2727

25%OFF
*

U
P

 T
O

SALE
NOW ON

* Correct at time of printing, please see website for latest offers. Terms & conditions apply. 

catalogue available 

01225 851577 
www.garden-requisites.co.uk

door canopies

window boxes steel planters

B r i t i s h  m a d e  i r o n w o r k

CONSERVATORIES

GARDENS

COVELLI TENNANT

Vintage Textiles & 
Bespoke Upholstery

07855 256 007

07971 043 916
www.covellitennant.com

200
Years
British
CRAFTSMANSHIP

“Top quality reasonably priced!”

Curtains, blinds and pelmets etc

made to measure & installed.

Thousands of fabrics, poles etc.

Call now for a home visit by a

professional Interior Designer

0208 688 6282 01372 723 640

Croydon Epsom

fabricworldlondon.co.uk

020 7439 5500 

www.goodhousekeeping.co.uk/

institute/cookery-school

For details of classified advertising  
call 020 3728 6260

www.imageprofessional.co.uk

or CALL 01273 494396

Do You Love
Style& Fashion?
Start earningmoney doing
a job you’ll love...

Train to be an Image
Consultant & Personal
Shopper with leading
industry experts
Image Professional™

SUBSCRIBE TO ONE OF OUR
TOP-SELLING MAGAZINES

Whether you are looking for fashion and beauty tips, ideas, 

gossip or wanting easy and delicious recipes – look no further!

Your magazine subscription will keep you busy for the entire year – 

a great gift for family and friends – or simply a treat for yourself!

visit
www.hearstmagazines.co.uk

or call

0844 848 1601

BEDS & BEDDING

SOFT FURNISHINGS

GENERAL INTEREST

COURSES
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ALBION

What makes an Albion bath unique?
Our exclusive bath material creates a diference you can feel....

Request your brochure on: 01255 831605 or go to: www.albionbathco.com

FREE CUSHION 
worth up to £95 with 
Lounger & Steamer

Unit 8 Gateway Business Park Station Approach  Coulsdon  Surrey CR5 2NS   

Showroom Open Monday - Saturday: 9am-5pm • Fast Nationwide Delivery

3 WAYS 
TO BUY ONLINE PHONE SHOWROOM

cyan.co.uk | 020 8655 6240
LT176 £220.00
includes free cushion

Teak Sun Lounger

Titan Teak Dining Sets

CS406  6 Seat 1.5m £1449.99

CS402  8 Seat 1.8m £2019.99

Includes a lazy susan, cushions and a parasol & base

feel good furniture

Teak Versailles Planters

LT051 Standard £49.99

LT052 Large £79.99

LT053 XLarge £119.99

Cushions sold separately unless otherwise stated. All items except Sun Lounger delivered assembled. Prices include VAT but exclude delivery. 

LT602 £189.99
includes free cushion

Halo Teak 
Steamer Chair

Bali Teak Dining Set

CS560  £524.99

0.9m Square Table & Stacking Chairs

Sustainably Sourced 

Grade A Teak & 
Woven Furniture

CS164 £404.99

Bistro Teak 
Folding 
Dining Set

BATHROOMS

020 7403 7368        www.whirlygig.biz

Garden Design
Landscaping

Whirlygig

GIFTS
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 Request a brochure  Low price guarantee

Call us on 0344 804 48 48Visit us online at VictoriaPlum.com
 VIP next day delivery

up to 

50% 
OFF

GENERAL INTEREST

NAME ..........................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS ...................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

EMAIL .........................................................................................................................................

As a freelance writer, you can earn very
good money in your spare time, writing the
stories, articles, books, scripts etc that
editors and publishers want. Millions of
pounds are paid annually in fees and
royalties. Earning your share can be fun,
profitable and creatively most fulfilling.

To help you become a successful writer we
offer you a first-class, home-study course from
professional writers – with individual
guidance from expert tutors and flexible
tuition tailored to your own require ments. You
are shown how to make the most of your
abilities, where to find ideas, how to turn them
into publishable writing and how to sell them.
In short, we show you exactly how to become
a published writer. If you want writing
success – this is the way to start!

Whatever your writing ambitions, we can help
you to achieve them. For we give you an

effective, stimulating and most enjoyable
creative writing course… appreciated by
students and acclaimed by experts.

It’s ideal for beginners. No previous
experience or special back ground is required.
You write and study at your own pace – you
do not have to rush. Many others have been
successful this way. If they can do it – why
can’t you?

We are so confident that we can help you
become a published writer that we give you a
full refund guarantee. If you have not earned
your course fees from published writing by the
time you finish the course, we will refund
them in full.

If you want to be a writer start by requesting
a free copy of our prospectus ‘Write and be
Published’. Please call our freephone number
or visit our website NOW!

WHY
NOT
BE A

POST CODE

WRITER?

Freepost RSSK-JZAC-JCJG

The Writers Bureau

Freepost JM616 

Manchester, M3 1LE

www.facebook.com/writersbureau

www.twitter.com/writersbureau Members of BILD and ABCC

FREEPHONE

Writers
Bureau

Years of
Success27

email: 16W1@writersbureau.com    Please include your name and address

George Stewart “I am delighted to tell everyone that
the course is everything it says on the tin, excellent! I have
wanted to write for years, and this course took me by the
hand and helped me turn my scribblings into something
much more professional. I am delighted that my writing
is being published and I am actually being paid. All
thanks to the Comprehensive Creative Writing course.”       

Rachael Dove  “I won the 2015 Flirty Fiction Prima
Magazine and Mills and Boon competition. The prize was
£500, and the chance to work with Mills and Boon on my
book which came out in April 2016.

“Also I have three stories in three anthologies with other
authors – we’ve raised almost £2,000 for cancer charities”

Katherine Kavanagh  “I have been publishing my own
website for circus critique. This work has led to recognition in
my field, with work offers ranging from writing book reviews
for scholarly journals to running master classes for young
people. I have had two paid writing residencies at festivals this
year and have been employed to write tweets. Payments
total £2575, plus expenses for travel, tickets to events and
payments in kind in the form of review copy books.”
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WHERE TO BUY 
Clarissa Hulse 020 7226 7055; 
clarissahulse.com 
clippings.com 020 7060 7422
Cloudberry Living 0330 123 3301; 
cloudberryliving.co.uk 
Cole & Son 020 7376 4628;  
cole-and-son.com
Conran Shop (The) 0844 848 4000; 
conranshop.co.uk 
Content by Terence Conran 020 
8150 8380; contentbyterenceconran.com 
Controlled Interiors 01329 825932; 
controlled-interiors.co.uk
Cox & Cox 0844 858 0744; 
coxandcox.co.uk 
Crown 0870 240 1127;  
crownpaint.co.uk 
CTD 0800 014 2994; ctdtiles.co.uk
Cult Furniture 020 8185 6960; 
cultfurniture.com 
Currys 0344 561 0000; currys.co.uk 

Danetti danetti.com
Dar Lighting 01295 672200; 

darlighting.co.uk
Dash & Albert 00 34 91 432 20 85; 
dashandalberteurope.com
David Village Lighting 0114 263 
4266; davidvillagelighting.co.uk
Debenhams 0844 561 6161; 
debenhams.com
Decorator’s Notebook 0845 474 
1747; decoratorsnotebook.co.uk
Design Vintage 01273 558675; 
designvintage.co.uk
Devol 01509 261000;  
devolkitchens.co.uk
Dobbies 0131 561 6406; dobbies.com 
Dulux 0333 222 7171; dulux.co.uk 
Dunelm 0345 165 6565; dunelm.com

Eico Paints 0845 073 9432;  
eico.co.uk   

Elica 01252 35111; elica.com 

Fabric Box (The)   
thefabricbox.co.uk

Farrow & Ball farrow-ball.com
Fermoie 01672 513723; fermoie.com
Fired Earth 0845 293 8798; 
firedearth.com 
Fowndry (The) 01295 267439; 
thefowndry.com
French Bedroom Company 
(The) 01444 415430; 
frenchbedroomcompany.co.uk
Future and Found 020 7267 4772; 
futureandfound.com

George Home 0800 952 3003; 
george.com 

Glasgow Granite Masters 0141 
548 8770; glasgowgranitemasters.co.uk
Graham & Brown 0800 328 8452; 
grahambrown.com/uk
Graham and Green 020 8987 3700; 
grahamandgreen.co.uk 

H&M 0344 736 9000; hm.com/gb
Habitat 0344 499 1111;  

habitat.co.uk
Hampton Bathrooms 020 8287 
4343; hamptonbathrooms.co.uk
Hardwood Flooring 
Imports 01506 505030; 
hardwoodflooringimports.co.uk
Harlequin 0845 123 6815;  
harlequin.uk.com

Harrods 020 7730 1234; harrods.com 
Haykin haykinshop.com
hcsupplies.co.uk 01302 741709
Heal’s 020 7896 7451; heals.com
Hillhout hillhout.nl
Hobbycraft 0330 026 1400; 
hobbycraft.co.uk
Holloways of Ludlow 020 7602 
5757; hollowaysofludlow.com 
Holly’s House 020 7736 2222; 
hollys-house.com
HomeSense 01923 473561; 
homesense.com
House Envy 01656 863412;  
house-envy.co.uk
House of Fraser 0345 602 1073; 
houseoffraser.co.uk
Houseology 0330 363 0330; 
houseology.com

Ian Mankin 020 7722 0997; 
ianmankin.co.uk

Ian Sanderson 01635 33188; 
iansanderson.co.uk
Ikea 020 3645 0000; ikea.co.uk
Imaggio Interiors  
maggiointeriors.co.uk
Imogen Heath imogenheath.com 

J Adams & Co 020 7164 6418; 
jadamsandco.com

Jacksons Fencing jacksons-
fencing.co.uk
Jali 01227 833333; jali.co.uk
JD Williams 0871 231 2000; 
jdwilliams.co.uk
John Cullen Lighting 020 7371 
9000; johncullenlighting.co.uk 
John Lewis 0345 604 9049; 
johnlewis.com

Joseph Joseph 020 7261 1800; 
josephjoseph.com 

Kirkby Design 01623 756699; 
kirkbydesign.com

Konig Colours 01280 847166; 
konigcolours.co.uk

Lakeland 01539 488100;  
lakeland.co.uk

Led Hut 0800 458 3440; ledhut.co.uk 
Lefroy Brooks 01992 708316; 
lefroybrooks.co.uk
Leicht 00 49 7171 4020; leicht.com
Liberty 020 7734 1234; liberty.co.uk
Linen Works (The) 020 7819 7620; 
thelinenworks.co.uk
LinenMe 020 8133 3853; linenme.com 
Little Greene 020 7935 8844; 
littlegreene.com
Liv 01386 791055; liv.co.uk
Loaf 0845 468 0697; loaf.com
Longacres 01276 476778;  
longacres.co.uk
Lovely garden (The) 
thelovelygarden.co.uk

Maddocks Farm 0793 526 8744; 
maddocksfarmorganics.co.uk

Made 0344 257 1888; made.com
Mahout Lifestyle  
mahoutlifestyle.com
Maisons du Monde 0808 234 2172;
maisonsdumonde.com
Margo Selby 01227 282758; 
margoselby.com
Marks & Spencer 0333 014 8555; 
marksandspencer.com
Marks Electrical 0116 251 5515; 
markselectrical.co.uk
Matalan 0333 004 4444; matalan.co.uk

A Splash of Colour 
asplashofcolour.com

Absolute Abode 020 8090 3212; 
absoluteabode.com 
AEG 0344 561 1611; aeg.co.uk
Allander 0141 956 6588;  
allander-flooring.co.uk
Also Home 0844 870 0165; 
alsohome.com
Amara 0800 587 7645; amara.com 
Another Country 020 7486 3251; 
anothercountry.com
Anthropologie 00800 0026 8476; 
anthropologie.eu
ao.com 0344 324 9222 
Apollo Blinds apollo-blinds.co.uk
Appeal appealshading.com
Argos 0345 640 3030; argos.co.uk

B&Q 0333 014 3098; diy.com
Balance Me 020 7593 1070; 

balanceme.co.uk
Bathstore 0800 023 2323;  
bathstore.com
Bea Veness 0787 962 4588; 
beavenessprintmaker.com
Benchmarx benchmarxkitchens.co.uk 
Benjamin Moore 01753 575756; 
benjaminmoorepaint.co.uk
BHS 0344 411 6000; bhs.co.uk
Bisque bisque.co.uk
Bloom 0844 482 2332; bloom.uk.com 
BoConcept 00 45 7013 1366; 
boconcept.co.uk
Bosch 0344 892 8979;  
bosch-home.co.uk
Bradshaw 01275 343000;  
bradshaw.co.uk
Branksome China 01993 882251; 
branksomechina.com
Brilliant Lighting 01845 525664; 
brilliantlighting.co.uk
Brissi 01225 319058; brissi.co.uk
Button & Sprung 0333 320 1801; 
buttonandsprung.com

Callerton 0191 514 0003; 
callerton.co.uk

Campingaz 01275 845024; 
campingaz.com
Caple 0117 938 1900; caple.co.uk
Caramel caramel-shop.co.uk
Cath Kidston 0845 026 2440; 
cathkidston.com 
Char-broil 01993 705217;  
charbroil.eu 
Christy 0845 758 5252;  
christy-home.com

P22
Cool hues

P77
Get the cover look
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COMING NEXT MONTH

WHAT’S  
NEW FOR 
AUGUST…

August issue ON SALE 7 July

FABULOUS FLOORING
GLORIOUS GARDEN ROOMS, 

PERFECT PAINT SHADES

101 STYLISH 
STORAGE IDEAS 

32-PAGE FREE MAGAZINE!

Maze Living 01440 710673; 
mazeliving.com
McCarron & Co 01380 859299; 
mccarronandco.com
Meri Meri 01242 575868; 
shopmerimeri.co.uk
MissPrint 01277 350581;  
missprint.co.uk 
Modern 0344 482 7660; modern.co.uk
Molesey Refrigeration  
Centre 020 8979 4619; 
moleseyrefrigeration.co.uk 
Monoqi 0333 012 4712; monoqi.co.uk 
Monty’s Vintage Shop 0776 581 
9852; montysvintageshop.co.uk 
Morso morsoe.com
Mud Australia 020 7706 4903;
mudaustralia.com

Naken Interiors naken.co.uk
Neff 0344 892 8989; neff.co.uk 

Neptune 01793 427450; neptune.com
nest.co.uk 0114 243 3000 
Newgate 01691 679994; 
newgateclocks.com
Next 0333 777 8000; next.co.uk
Nicholas Hely Hutchinson 
nicholashelyhutchinson.com
Nisbets 0845 140 5555; nisbets.co.uk
Nkuku 01803 866847; nkuku.com
Nom Living 020 7515 4422; 
nomliving.com 
Nordic House 01872 223220; 
nordichouse.co.uk
Northlight 01235 848192; 
northlighthomestore.com 

Oggetto 01305 881010;
oggetto.com 

Oliver Bonas 020 8974 0110; 
oliverbonas.com
Original BTC 01993 882251; 
originalbtc.com
Out & Out Original 0344 417 1419; 
outandoutoriginal.com
Out There Interiors 020 8099 
7443; outthereinteriors.com 

Pad Lifestyle 0131 225 9012; 
padlifestyle.com

Panasonic 0344 844 3899; 
panasonic.com
Primark 020 7495 0420; primark.co.uk

R adiator Company (The) 01342 
302250; theradiatorcompany.co.uk 

Raj Tent Club 020 7820 0010; 
rajtentclub.com
Red Candy 0121 224 7728; 
redcandy.co.uk
Rice 0773 826 9874; rice.dk
Rockett St George 01444 253391; 
rockettstgeorge.co.uk
Romo 01623 756699; romo.com 
Roundhouse 020 7297 6220; 
roundhousedesign.com
Rowen & Wren 01932 847538; 
rowenandwren.co.uk
Royal Albert 01782 282653; 
royalalbert.co.uk
Rume 01273 777810; rume.co.uk 

Sainsbury’s 0800 636 262; 
sainsburyshome.co.uk

Sanderson 0844 543 9500; 
sanderson-uk.com
Scandi Living 01428 608050; 
scandiliving.com 

Scion 0845 123 6815; scion.uk.com
SCP 020 7739 1869; scp.co.uk 
Sensio 0845 034 0780; sensio.co.uk
Shabby Store 01509 323102; 
shabbystore.co.uk
Showermania 0191 270 9894; 
showermania.co.uk 
Shutter Store (The)  
theshutterstore.com
Skandium 020 7935 2077;  
skandium.com 
Smeg 0844 557 9907; smeguk.com
Soak & Sleep 01483 437762; 
soakandsleep.com
sofa.com 0345 400 2222 
Sofas & Stuff 0808 178 3211; 
sofasandstuff.com 
Stone & Ceramic 
Warehouse 020 8993 5545; 
stoneandceramicwarehouse.co.uk
Stoves 0844 815 3740; stoves.co.uk 
Sustainable Kitchens 0117 961 
6471; sustainablekitchens.co.uk 
Sweetpea & Willow 0345 257 
2627; sweetpeaandwillow.com 
Swoon Editions 020 3137 2464; 
swooneditions.com

Talking Tables 020 7627 6767; 
talkingtables.co.uk 

Thornback & Peel 020 7831 2878; 
thornbackandpeel.co.uk 
TK Maxx 01923 473561; tkmaxx.com
Tons of Tiles 01752 785623; 
tonsoftiles.co.uk
Turnell & Gigon 020 7259 7280; 
turnellandgigon.com

Unique & Unity 0845 605 9699; 
uniqueandunity.co.uk 

Urban Botanist (The) 0800 783 
3375; theurbanbotanist.co.uk 
Urbanara 0800 779 7527;  
urbanara.co.uk

Vala Designs valadesigns.co.uk
Vanessa Arbuthnott 01285 

831437; vanessaarbuthnott.co.uk
Viaduct 020 7278 8456; viaduct.co.uk
Victoria + Albert 020 7351 4378; 
vandabaths.com 
Victoria Plum 0344 804 4848; 
victoriaplum.com 
Vola 01525 720111; vola.co.uk

Wayfair 0800 169 0423;  
wayfair.co.uk 

West Elm 0800 404 9780;  
westelm.co.uk
Wienerberger wienerberger.co.uk
Wild & Wolf 01225 789909; 
wildandwolf.com
Window Film Company (The) 
01494 854012; windowfilm.co.uk
Within 020 7087 2900;  
withinhome.com
Wool Me 020 8133 3853; 
woolme.com
Workshop 01273 731340; 
workshopliving.co.uk
Woven 020 7193 0505; woven.co.uk
Wren Fencing & Landscaping; 
wrenlandscaping.co.uk
Wren Kitchens 0345 127 7008; 
wrenkitchens.com
Wyevale Garden Centres  
0344 272 3000; wyevale.co.uk
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W H A T  M Y  H O M E  M E A N S  T O  M E

The TV gardener and presenter, 

who lives in Warwickshire with 

partner Adele and children 

Alice, 18 months, and new 

baby Abigail, tells us why 

outside is as important as in

DAVID DOMONEY

WHERE I LIVE
When we 

first viewed 

this two-bed 

cottage five  

years ago it was  

like stepping  

into a time warp.     

It’s 100 years old and had been passed from 

generation to generation of the same family. 

Nothing had been touched since the 1960s. 

Adele and I lived in just one room while 

we did the renovations and, as I was filming 

for Channel 5 in the garden at the same 

time, we had a whole film crew, builders  

and total chaos. In truth I fell in love with  

the garden rather than the house which sits 

in the middle of a three-acre plot of land  

– with many generations of wild rabbits! 

We didn’t want to be constrained indoors 

and needed more space, so we had a garden 

room – like a glass box – added onto the 

back. It opens onto the patio where we’ve 

had a hot tub installed so even in the wind 

and rain we can sit in the warmth and see 

the countryside around us. 

Light colours feature throughout the 

house. The living room is warm white to 

offset the dark oak beams and dark furniture 

so it’s cosy without being oppressive.

Adele is very practical and designed the 

kitchen. We bought the units as carcasses 

and put them together with the help of  

local carpenters, which has created a nice 

mix-and-match feel.

We had the option of making the house  

a three-bed, but chose to have a really large 

bathroom instead with the biggest bath we 

could find. With Alice and now the new 

baby we’re glad we did!

In the field next to our garden is a crater 

where German planes jettisoned their bombs 

on their way back from a raid over Coventry. 

Alice and I walk over to the crater and feed 

the horses. We taste the fruit in the micro 

orchard and smell the herbs and talk to the 

two tortoises who control our weeds. Thanks 

to Alice I’ve discovered the garden again 

through the eyes of a child – which makes  

it even more meaningful than before.

MY INFLUENCES
I love unpacking after a move, because 

the act of putting familiar items in a new 

setting is what transforms any house into a 

home. I feel the same way about my garden, 

and when all my beloved plants are carried 

out it’s like greeting old friends.

In the garden I always go for the same 

series of plants: a Norway maple with  

a lime green centre, a dark red tree and 

agapanthus. Having the same mix of colours 

is like putting up a photograph or ornament.

Inside, I like the comfort of the past.  

The Chesterfield in the living room belonged 

to my gran. My mother’s family is from 

Scotland and over the fireplace we have  

a lovely painting of a stag in heathland. 

FAMILY LIFE 
Our lives changed when Alice arrived.  

We were determined not be chained to one 

room so we have sofas in the living room, 

my snug, the conservatory and the bedroom, 

so we can relax wherever we choose. 

Cooking and eating is a huge part of our 

family life and we grow lots of vegetables. 

The traditional family favourites are roast 

beef, lamb, venison or even kangaroo! 

I bought a Charles Rennie Mackintosh 

table at an auction 25 years ago. It extends 

to seat our parents and friends. I love seeing 

Alice sitting there and knowing she’ll always 

remember our Sunday roasts. 

Alice loves smelling the herbs and seeing 

the potted flowers on the patio. One summer 

we couldn’t get away on holiday so I bought 

a big bag of sand and some deckchairs and 

we had a week’s holiday in the garden. Alice 

loved it! For her the patio and garden are 

simply an extension of our home. There’s no 

reason why you can’t enjoy family life on the 

outside as much as inside.  HB

Agapanthus 

(right) is a 

constant in 

David’s garden. 

His patio  

room (left); St 

James’s church 

in Alveston 

(above) 

David’s home 

features 

traditional 

pieces such as 

his picture of 

a stag, but he 

also enjoys 

the luxury of 

a hot tub in 

the garden
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Balmy evenings and hot days – in summer we use our homes 
diferently. Bedrooms need to feel cool and inviting at night, 
sunny and bright in the morning; bathrooms need to ofer a 
refreshing sanctuary that restores and replenishes after a hot day.

In this month’s free magazine we’ve picked our top bedroom looks, from 
the vibrant and uplifting shades of Carnival Fever (p8) to the fresh, crisp 
whites and soft neutrals of New Coastal (p4) and the fractured graphics and 
clashing colours of Smart Geometry (p12). All the schemes work beautifully 
with the light and shade of British summertime, making the most of the 
sunshine bursts and warming up a cool grey-blue sky on cloudy days.

Our bathroom section takes you through some of the best new designs: 
our favourite looks combine style and sophistication with practical elements 
such as clever storage and easy-to-clean surfaces. Choose from the deep, 
double-ended tub and opulent surfaces of Modern Luxury (p18) and the 
natural dark woods, porcelain tiles and pared-back spa-style features of 
Serene Sanctuary (p26). If you prefer the warm woods, porcelain tiles and 
classic freestanding bath of country style, turn to Rustic Charm on p24.   

Whichever scheme appeals, enjoy browsing this summer supplement  
and finding inspiration for the bedrooms and bathrooms of your dreams. 

Karen Stylianides House Beautiful Deputy Editor
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FOR A FRESH TAKE ON SEASIDE STYLE 

CHOOSE A PALETTE OF SOFT GREYS ON 

A BACKDROP OF CHALKY WHITE 

New coastal

Incorporate a mix of textures into your  

scheme – woven baskets, soft wool throws 

and tactile linen. Teamed with pale, space-

enhancing colours, these comfy accessories 

are perfect for creating a restful bedroom.

Wardley four-poster bed, from £1,995; 

Sophie cotton bedlinen, from £27 for  

two pillowcases; Larsson chest of 

drawers, £875; Larsson two-door 

wardrobe, £1,675; all Neptune

D R E A M  B E D R O O M S



Make white work
A north-facing room looks best with a shade  

that has warm undertones, or go for a cooler white 

with undertones of blue in a bright space.

Include a focal point. For instance, a painted 

of-white four-poster bed creates a statement – 

soften the look by adding flowing linen drapes. 

Add character with a few carefully edited 

accessories in weathered wood and stone.

Prevent an overly stark efect by adding texture 

with chunky throws in bleached stripes or pastel 

tones and interesting-shaped woven baskets.

John Sims-Hilditch, co-founder, Neptune

Pure simplicity
White walls create a 

light fresh feel; to add  

a modern rustic edge, 

choose a shade with a 

warm grey undertone.

Maugham White  

matt emulsion, £42 

for 2.5L, Mylands

Woven wonder
Decorative as well as practical, baskets can be 

used to keep a bedroom clutter-free, storing 

blankets, scarves and accessories out of sight.

Neutral/white basket, £33, Amara

The right lines
Neutral stripes on a cushion add 

simple pattern to an all-white bed.  

Woven irregular stripe Taupe 

and Natural cushion, £9, B&Q

Neat design
If space is tight 

choose slim  

storage pieces  

that can fit into 

awkward nooks  

and crannies.

Beach House 

three-drawer 

storage, £65, The 

White Lighthouse

Sail away
Display a few well-chosen 

coastal-themed accessories 

in natural materials.

Sailing boat, £18, The 

Contemporary Home

Textured finish
Knitted cotton throws are 

ideal for layering on your 

bed in summer: mix plain 

grey with striped bedlinen.

Rye plain knit throw, 

£50, John Lewis

Weathered style
Rustic finishes help 

bring depth to a 

pared-back scheme.  

Roxy distressed  

wooden lamp,  

£24.99, Dunelm

Stylish storage
Pale painted pieces blend  

in beautifully and are less 

dominating in a smaller room. 

Atelier wardrobe in scuffed  

grey, £1,295, Loaf

Comfy seat
If you have space, an 

upholstered armchair 

gives any bedroom a 

luxurious elegance. 

Choose a traditional 

style in pale grey.

Osbourne occasional 

armchair in Grey, 

£745, Within 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

House Beautiful JULY 2016 5

W
O

R
D

S
 C

H
A

R
L
O

T
T
E
 B

O
Y

D



UPDATE TRADITIONAL DESIGNS WITH  

STRIKING MODERN ELEMENTS 

Reinvented classics

 
Bring a floral wallpaper or fabric up 

to date with contemporary styling. 

For instance, paint the woodwork 

and cornicing in a deep charcoal to 

frame the wallpaper. Alternatively, 

add a black-stained wood floor  

or introduce a luxurious dark  

grey velvet-covered headboard.  

Darwin Serein wallpaper,  

£131 a roll, Little Greene

D R E A M  B E D R O O M S



Team classic and contemporary
Look out for traditional wallpaper and fabric 

designs that have been given a new look with bold 

colours or by being re-scaled – an intricate pattern 

blown up in size will have a dramatic efect.

Use wallpaper on every wall, rather than just  

one. Such a rich, flamboyant look celebrates  

reinvented designs in all their glory.

Mix and match your styles – contrast glossy 

modern furniture or classic mid-century chairs  

with romantic and retro trailing floral and  

botanical patterns on the walls.  

David Mottershead, MD, Little Greene

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

Understated luxury
Soft pre-washed linen sheets are a treat 

to sleep in and add a relaxed look. 

Classic white bedlinen, from £30  

for a pillowcase, The Linen Works

Moody hue
Softer than a true black, this 

dramatic shade can be used  

on woodwork to frame a bold 

wallpaper, giving it a modern look. 

Lamp Black intelligent  

eggshell, £27 for 2.5L,  

Little Greene

Flower power
If papering an entire wall in an opulent 

pattern feels too much, use floral 

cushions to jazz up plain bedlinen. 

Lady Kristina velvet  

cushion, £110, Liberty

Sleeping quarters
Four-posters are a focal point in any size 

bedroom. This slim, simple design in 

iron is ideal for a smaller space and the 

perching birds add quirky character.

City Perch bed, £1,700, 

Anthropologie

All white
Glossy white side tables will 

instantly update the space. 

Circular gloss tables,  

£149 for two, Dwell

Sitting pretty
If you lack space, choose 

an armless bedroom 

chair with thin legs in  

a pale neutral fabric. 

Oswald tufted slipper 

chair, £449, West Elm

Floor show
A graphic kelim-style rug in 

deep grey adds an element 

of contemporary pattern. 

Elliot rug (140cm x 

200cm), £209, Woven

Colour pop
Tie the scheme together 

with accessories that echo 

wallpaper or fabric colours.

Sky Blue desk  

lamp, £69.95, 

Dotcomgiftshop

Dark arts
Use black accents, such as 

organic-shaped vases, to  

bring a contemporary edge  

to a traditional scheme.  

Camilla iron curve vase in 

Powder Black, £20, House Envy
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D R E A M  B E D R O O M S

INSPIRED BY THE HOT COLOURS AND 

EXUBERANT PATTERNS OF SOUTH AMERICA, 

THIS LOOK IS VIBRANT AND UPLIFTING 

Carnival fever

Mix and match contrasting bold  

hues and add interest to the wall  

behind the bed by painting exposed 

brickwork in a rich, turquoise green. 

Peruvian tapestry print bedlinen set, 

£59 for a double; Hampden double 

bedstead, £549; Hampden bedside 

chest, £249; all Marks & Spencer
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Go bold and bright
This theme also looks great with a calmer 

background palette. Restrict the bold shades to the 

bed and choose neutral hues for the walls and floor. 

Add extra colour with neon-bright accessories.

Sleek furniture works well as a contrast to the 

chunky textures and highly patterned fabrics. 

Choose a pale wood bedstead and coordinating 

cabinets with clean simple lines.

Copper is still a big look this year and works  

well with these hot colours. Bring in just a couple  

of pieces – a bedside light or a planter for a cactus.

Claire Roberts, print designer for homeware, 

Marks & Spencer

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

Blue lagoon
Create an eyecatching focal 

point by painting one wall in 

a bold summery aqua shade. 

Colours Premium One 

Coat Chance silk emulsion, 

£14 for 2.5L, B&Q

Colourful accents
Even a laundry basket can be 

decorative – just add coloured 

pompoms to brighten the 

corner of your room. 

Large laundry basket,  

£48, Yonder

Ground cover
Make a feature of the floor with  

a mix of colourful rugs in graphic 

Aztec-influenced patterns.

Asan Ruby rug (2.74m x 1.83m), 

£800, The Rug Company

Wall art
Group striking exotic 

botanical prints together  

for added visual impact. 

Sansevieria botanical art 

print, from £34 for 40cm  

x 50cm, Ross & Brown

Natural element
Bold colours and patterns 

need understated contrast; 

this woven stool would be 

ideal as a bedside table.  

Water-hyacinth Pentagon 

stool, £45, Very

Perfect curves
Designed for the garden  

but great for adding a hit of 

summer colour to a room.  

Capri chair, £199,  

Marks & Spencer 

Embellished style
Look for bright cushions 

with embroidery, fringing 

and pompom details as 

an inexpensive way to 

add colour and pattern. 

Butterfly by Matthew 

Williamson Cuban 

striped cushion,  

£24, Debenhams

Separate ways
Use a screen if you want to 

partition off a dressing area  

in a larger bedroom; bamboo 

looks great with a bright 

tropical colour scheme.

Bamboo screen, £289, 

Bloomingville

Ombre efect
Layer patterns with a 

banded chevron throw 

on Inca-inspired bedding; 

pick out a toning colour 

for the walls to create  

a stunning backdrop.

Missoni Sumiri throw, 

£226, Amara



GIVE THE CLASSIC BLUE AND WHITE  

COLOUR COMBINATION A MODERN UPDATE  

BY LAYERING CHAMBRAY SHADES

Double denim

Team bold stripes with painterly florals  

and hessian-style wallpaper. Use several 

shades of blue, highlighted with white  

and chrome accents, and make a feature of 

the windows with bright louvred shutters.

Shutters in Dulux Lunar Landscape 2, from 

£168 a sq metre, The Shutter Store. Wabi 

Sabi Khadi wallpaper, £36 a roll, Scion. Iris 

double bedstead in Denim, £625, Button & 

Sprung. Throw and cushion made up in Caitlin 

linen in Aqua, £39 a metre, Clarke & Clarke

D R E A M  B E D R O O M S
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Use the new blues
For a contemporary feel go for a pale backdrop 

of white walls and neutral flooring and bring in 

colour through the bedlinen. For a more statement 

look, consider painting the walls cobalt or navy. 

Darker walls look stunning in a bedroom and 

create an intimate cocooning efect. 

A limited colour palette of just two or three 

shades makes it easier to mix and match diferent 

patterns within the scheme. 

Incorporate contrasting textures to give a sense 

of depth. For example, use pleated bedlinen, wa�e 

throws, galvanised accessories and woven rugs.

Siobhan Currie, textile designer, John Lewis

Mixed materials
Include accessories in 

wood and chrome for 

contrast in a blue and 

white colour scheme. 

Bermondsey  

table lamp, £100,  

Garden Trading

Super stripes
Make a focal point of the bed 

with striped cotton bedding. 

Coastal stripe bedlinen, 

from £9 for a pillowcase,  

Secret Linen Store

Go round
Swap trad-style bedside 

tables for something a  

bit more contemporary.  

ByAlex ‘A’ side table, 

£115, John Lewis

Head height
Choose a bed without a 

footboard if space is tight. 

Betty bed in Cobalt,  

from £539 for a  

double, Stay In Bed

Floral accent
Stripes teamed with 

florals is a winning 

pattern combination. 

Antique Peony 

cushion, £35,  

John Lewis

Trunk call
Keep a bijou bedroom 

clutter-free by storing 

smaller bits and bobs 

out of sight. 

Silver trunk,  

£40, Habitat

Well grounded
Add subtle colour, 

texture and pattern  

to the room with a rug. 

On The Lake rug  

in Breeze, from  

£165, John Lewis

Beyond the pale
In a small bedroom keep the floor 

neutral to maximise a sense of space.  

Bleached White Teak laminate 

flooring, £16.99 a sq metre,  

Quick-Step

Perfect pattern
Use throws and blankets  

in eyecatching designs to  

add extra layers of interest. 

Cobweave throw, £58, The 

British Blanket Company



CLASHING COLOURS AND FRACTURED GRAPHIC  

PATTERNS ARE SET AGAINST A PALE BACKDROP.

Smart geometry

This cutting-edge look suits a home with clean 

lines and understated architectural details. Team 

attention-grabbing brightly patterned bedlinen 

with pared-back furniture and a shaggy rug.    

Axis double duvet cover, £65; Axis Oxford 

pillowcase, £12; Axis housewife pillowcase,  

£18 a pair; Axis cushion, £25; Axis throw, £95; 

Dhurrie wallpaper, £37 a roll; all Scion

D R E A M  B E D R O O M S



Take a new angle
Make bright combinations work by selecting 

shades that sit closely together on the colour  

wheel such as zesty orange and flamingo pink  

– then add mustard for extra punch! 

Add plenty of calming white and soothing  

greys to ground the scheme. The contrast between 

these two groups of colours – hot and cool – keeps 

the look very current and wonderfully eclectic.  

Chevrons and asymmetrical patterns are  

the on-trend designs to look out for in 2016.

Hannah Bowen, designer, Scion

Bright idea
Combining bold colour and a 

strong geometric design, this 

stylish lamp will look great  

on a white bedside table.

Naples table lamp,  

£39, Very

Subtle print
A pale grey and white 

chevron design adds 

pattern without being 

overpowering; be brave 

and use this paper  

on all four walls.

Angle wallpaper  

in Grey, £65 a roll,  

Ferm Living

All white
A simple white bed will let 

your bold duvet be the star. 

Mid-century double 

bedstead, £799, West Elm

Easy update
Add colour to a white chair 

with a smart vibrant cushion. 

Wool-rich geometric 

applique cushion,  

£18, Next

Colourful chic
Pick out the colours of the 

bedlinen on one or two 

vases and accessories to tie 

the room scheme together. 

Peppae vase,  

£40, Habitat

Stack and store
Keep furniture practical and pared 

back; a leaning shelf appears less 

dominating in a smaller bedroom. 

Escala shelf, £199, Dwell

Looking good
Contrast a patterned 

wallpaper with a simple 

circular mirror in a 

bold-coloured frame 

for maximum effect.

Aimee yellow mirror, 

£45, Habitat

Back to front
Use this reversible throw to 

create a pattern clash with  

a colourful duvet or to liven 

up plain white bedlinen. 

Design throw, £59,  

House by John Lewis

Curtain call
Rather than adding pattern to 

the walls, use it on curtains. 

Sheer Diamond curtain in 

Pewter, £59, West Elm

House Beautiful JULY 2016 13
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SOFTEN A MONOCHROME SCHEME WITH IKAT PATTERN 

BEDLINEN, WEATHERED WOOD FURNITURE AND GREENERY

Global nomad

This versatile look works in both 

period and contemporary homes.  

It’s great for smaller spaces and large 

bedrooms – adjust the black to  

white ratio depending on how  

light you want the room to feel.  

Panthera Ikat duvet cover, from 

£67.50 for a double; Panthera Ikat 

pillowcase, £15; Ikat Jodpur quilt, 

from £120; Ikat cushions, from 

£45.50 each; all Nomads at Bohzaar

D R E A M  B E D R O O M S



Make monochrome work 
Reclaimed, vintage furniture brings instant 

warmth to a black and white scheme. Look for  

rustic bedsteads and bedside tables with intricate 

detailing to add interest. Salvage yards, charity 

shops and even skips may yield something unique.  

While bold pattern makes a definite statement,  

Ikat can look softer than traditional designs such as 

stripes and checks, making it perfect in a bedroom. 

If you opt for a highly patterned bedlinen, ensure 

you keep the rest of your scheme neutral. 

To complete the look, choose exotic plants such 

as aloe vera, echeveria and houseleeks. 

Julia Kilminster, interior designer, Nomads 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

Perfect fakes
Succulents and cacti 

are the plants of the 

moment, but if you 

haven’t got green 

fingers, go faux.

Small Paso Cactus, 

£84, Abigail Ahern

Get wired
A black woven mirror frame 

will create a dramatic effect 

on a white painted wall.  

Black wire mirror, £25, 

Sainsbury’s Home

Beaded beauty
Add a statement feature 

with a bold chandelier. 

Pendants that hide the 

bulb give a softer light. 

Black beaded 

chandelier, £749, 

House Envy

Retro vibe
Plants help purify the air 

so add a touch of healthy 

greenery to a corner  

with a 70s-style holder.

Jute plant hanger, £41, 

Out There Interiors 

Floor plan
Lay over reclaimed floorboards 

for striking pattern and texture. 

Copenhagen cotton rug, 

from £99, Holly’s House

Antique finish
Look for furniture with striking details 

such as these silver door panels.  

Udaipur wardrobe, £449,  

Maisons Du Monde

Picture this
Display family  

photos in a set of 

coordinated frames.

Black and white 

frame, £22,  

House of Fraser

String theory
Natural materials soften an edgy black and white 

scheme. Introduce texture with woven jute seating. 

Wrap chair, £545, Out There Interiors

Instant pattern
Add Ikat-style cushions  

to plain white bedlinen  

for a simplified take on 

the global nomad look.

Andi cushion, £35,  

Ross & Brown

Spiral style
Place this tray on a dressing table 

to keep jewellery easily to hand. 

Black and white Swirl tray, 

£46.50, Holly’s House
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Clever space-making ideas 
SMART DECORATING TRICKS FOR CREATING AN AIRY FEEL 

AND ADDITIONAL STORAGE IN YOUR BEDROOM

3 Beds and more
Invest in a bed that’s more than 

just a place to sleep. Button & 

Sprung has a beautiful range  

of upholstered storage designs 

featuring either handy drawers  

or lift-up bases, which are ideal  

if you need to store bulky items. 

Bedside tables also need to 

work hard – look out for styles 

with roomy drawers to help keep 

the top clutter free. Ikea’s Selje 

bedside table has a built-in 

wireless charger, so there are no 

unsightly wires beside the bed, 

creating a cleaner look. 

2 Decorating tricks
Getting the colour right is key. 

‘Soft, soothing hues such as Pale 

Powder, Cromarty and Green Blue 

are perfect for creating a relaxing, 

calm scheme,’ says Joa 

Studholme, international colour 

consultant at Farrow & Ball. 

‘These muted, watery shades 

bounce light around,’ she says. 

Using a single shade in a room will 

also help create a sense of space, 

as with no contrasts you’re less 

aware of where things start and 

stop. ‘Paint the walls, skirtings 

and ceilings Cabbage White for 

an airy feel,’ she suggests.

Julie Begbie, deputy director  

of studies at KLC School of 

Design recommends that as well 

as editing belongings you should 

edit your ideas. ‘Be as bold as  

you like but only in one area!’  

she advises. She also suggests 

defining your focal point using  

a strong hue or pattern: ‘Behind 

the bed works well so try painting 

a bold block of colour the width 

of your bed as a vertical stripe  

the full height of the wall and 

continue this onto the ceiling by 

50cm to 1m to create the illusion 

of a canopy; combine with 

wall-hung box shelves instead  

of bedside cabinets, with plug-in 

pendant lights hung either side 

of the bed to free up space.’ 

If the bed is a focal point, keep 

window treatments simple so they 

don’t compete; Roman blinds or 

shutters work well in a small space 

– avoid curtains that pool on the 

floor as they can make the room 

look and feel cluttered.

As with everything, sometimes  

it’s good to break the rules, so  

if you’re after a more dramatic 

scheme you could go dark. ‘Bold 

earthy hues can be used to great 

effect to create an intimate and 

cosy feel,’ says Julie.

1 Perfectly fitted
‘Freestanding furniture and bulky 

accessories can make a room 

feel cramped and untidy,’ says 

Richard Hammonds of fitted 

furniture specialists Hammonds. 

‘Built-in storage offers a practical 

solution for belongings,’ he 

suggests, and ‘opting for white 

furniture and adding mirrors to 

wardrobe doors opens up the 

room even more’. He also 

recommends sliding doors for 

wardrobes: ‘They free up 

valuable floor space and you 

don’t have to compromise on 

the storage options inside.’

Embrace a room’s quirky 

features and make them work 

for you; an empty area under a 

window or in a bay can be fitted 

with a window seat with practical 

drawers beneath. ‘Sloping 

ceilings and awkward corners 

don’t have be a problem,’ adds 

Richard. ‘Fitted furniture slots 

around these features making 

use of every inch of space.’

An amazing 33%  
of us wish we could  

make our bedrooms bigger 
and create more space  
for storage, according  
to a survey by fitted  
furniture specialists 

Hammonds. 

16  housebeautiful.co.uk
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Harpsden made-to-

measure wardrobes 

in Stone, designed 

and fitted from 

£3,000, Hammonds

Poppy kingsize 

storage bed,  

from £1,245,  

Button & Sprung

Selje bedside table 

with wireless charger, 

£50, Ikea
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CREATE THE ULTIMATE RETREAT WITH 

WARM COLOURS, SLEEK FITTINGS 

AND OPULENT SURFACES

Modern luxury

Splash out on a deep, double-ended 

tub and, if space allows, go for a 

walk-in shower with a frameless 

glass screen. Choose a pared-back 

style of bath and basin filler but add 

extra sparkle to the scheme with 

gleaming iridescent mosaic tiles. 

Adamsez Eclipse freestanding 

bath, £695; Finwood Designs  

shell mosaic tiles, £25.20 a sheet; 

Zehnder Subway chrome 

radiator, £908; all Ripples

D R E A M  B A T H R O O M S
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Make the details count
Plan the scheme around how you will use the 

room and always bear this in mind as you select 

products, whether minimal or more luxurious.

Bring in a design-led look with eyecatching 

tiling and recessed shelves and lighting. 

Consider a vanity unit under the basin and 

incorporate extra storage solutions so that toiletries 

and towels can be hidden away out of sight. 

Walk-in showers with minimally framed glass 

will help to create a spacious feel.

Leanne Robey, designer, Ripples

Step up
An unusual-shaped basin makes  

a focal point and interesting 

statement piece. Vitale Current 

round ridged countertop  

basin, £269.99, Homebase

Shine on
Use shimmering mosaic tiles for 

luxurious accents on a bath panel 

or to highlight a storage section. 

Magia Steel Grey mosaic tiles, 

£16.95 for a 33cm x 33cm 

sheet, Walls and Floors

Water fall
This generous- 

sized overhead 

showerhead  

has two settings  

– RainAir spray  

and a RainFlow 

flood jet. 

Raindance E 

overhead shower, 

£350, Hansgrohe

Hanging around
Make sure you have  

a place to hang robes 

and towels for clear, 

clutter-free surfaces. 

Blomus Areo polished 

stainless-steel twin 

wall hook, £21.95, 

Black By Design

Dual-purpose piece
Invest in a high-tech piece of kit that will 

help ensure you leave the house on time.  

Vado illuminated mirror with  

clock, £427, Houseology

Soft glow
After a stressful day, enjoy the aroma of a 

scented candle while you relax in the bath.

True Grace Mandarin candle,  

£28, Sweetpea & Willow

Spa style
Treat yourself to 

some indulgent 

bath oil for a little 

bit of ‘me’ time. 

Olverum bath oil, 

£21.50 for 125ml, 

Festive Glories

Added sparkle
Bring some bling to your bathing 

with a chandelier-style light. This 

design is IP44 rated for bathroom 

use and features crystal decoration. 

Rhodes 3 light, £238.80,  

Dar Lighting



Scandinavian design combines pared-

back simplicity with rustic finishes  

and plenty of wood and white. It’s a 

contemporary look that’s easy to maintain. 

Artisan 600mm freestanding unit, £705; 

with ceramic basin, £161; illuminated 

mirror with infra-red sensor and 

heated demister pad, £410; all  

Laura Ashley Bathroom collection

D R E A M  B A T H R O O M S

Nordic elegance
GREAT FOR SMALL ROOMS, THIS TIMELESS LOOK MAKES 

THE MOST OF THE AVAILABLE LIGHT AND SPACE
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Clean living
Mix materials and textures for 

a distinctive on-trend look. 

Bloomingville ceramic  

and cork soap dispenser, 

£26, Quince Living

Mirror, mirror
A simple wooden 

frame ensures the 

scheme has a clean 

uncluttered look. 

Classic wood  

mirror (60cm x 

90cm), £89, Very

It’s a wrap
Nothing beats soft, fluffy towels 

for luxurious drying after a bath. 

Supreme towels in white,  

from £3.50 to £30, Christy

Take a seat
When space is limited, choose a slim 

bench that will fit neatly against a wall. 

Pip bench in reclaimed timber  

with gunmetal legs, £295, Loaf

Pure & simple
Streamlined white sanitaryware helps 

create a spacious look in any bathroom. 

Cooke & Lewis Oblong countertop 

basin with single tap hole, £110, B&Q

On the tiles
Use versatile white brick tiles to elongate 

a space and bring light to dark corners. 

Laura Ashley Artisan White Field  

tile (7.5cm x 15cm), £70 a sq metre, 

House of British Ceramic Tile

Step up
In a small bathroom, think vertical and 

use wall space for storage and to keep 

the floor clear. Nagoya towel ladder,  

£129, Marks & Spencer 

Curtain call
Splash out on a new shower 

curtain for an instant bathroom 

update. Ferm Living Half Moon 

shower curtain, £59, Amara
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Opt for understated styles
If you want to bring a touch of Scandinavian 

charm to your bathroom, avoid fussy details  

and choose natural materials. 

Furniture made from pale oak works  

beautifully as it combines a traditional crafted  

look with modern styling. 

Try placing a large LED mirror above the basin 

to give the illusion of space and maximise the light. 

Add a contemporary element with the latest 

open-spout basin and bath taps, which create a 

spa-like waterfall efect.

Helen Shaw, marketing manager,  

Laura Ashley Bathroom collection



CREATE A CONTEMPORARY CLASSIC SCHEME 

WITH TRADITIONALLY STYLED FURNITURE  

AND CONTRASTING NEUTRALS

Monochrome chic

 
Team grey furniture with neutral 

walls and eyecatching geometric 

flooring. Choose industrial-chic 

accessories to complete the look. 

Burford Slate Grey 600mm 

basin unit, from £355.50; 

back-to-wall WC unit, £354; 

full-height two-door cupboard, 

£420; solid surface City basin 

with integrated worksurface, 

£499; all Roper Rhodes

D R E A M  B A T H R O O M S
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Stylish slats
Window shutters offer 

adjustable privacy: 

choose a dark grey 

finish for an urban  

look that’s just perfect 

for city living.  

Wooden shutters, 

from £290 a sq metre 

including installation, 

Shutterly Fabulous 

On the move
A portable trolley is perfect for 

the early morning rush, as you 

can wheel your toiletries beside 

the shower or bath as needed. 

Hjalmaren trolley, £60, Ikea

Illuminating idea
Use layers of lighting to create 

interest, especially in a bathroom 

that’s a bit dark. Industrial 

metal pipe wall light, £80, 

Alexander & Pearl

In the clear
Fill glass jars with cotton wool  

or shells for a countertop display. 

Belmont lidded glass jar, £11.95, 

One World Trading Company

Urban edge
Introduce an industrial  

look with utilitarian pine  

and steel accessories.  

Saxon stool, £129,  

Swoon Editions

Neat finish
Fitted furniture 

makes the most 

of every inch  

so is ideal for 

unusual shaped 

bathrooms such 

as those in loft 

conversions. 

Fusion Era  

WC unit, £564, 

Pure Bathroom 

collection at 

Smiths Briten

Pop up
In a small room, 

go for a compact 

basin with a 

monobloc tap 

that doesn’t take 

up much space. 

Sapphire basin 

mixer with 

pop-up waste, 

£179, Britton 

Bathrooms
Floor focus
Luxury vinyl tiles add 

on-trend decoration.  

Dee Hardwicke Lattice 

floor tiles (30.5cm x 

30.5cm), £42.95 a sq 

metre, Harvey Maria

Select a sophisticated scheme
This timeless monochrome theme is a classic 

choice for those who want to update their bathroom 

and add value to their home. 

Look for handpainted furniture in an on-trend 

colour such as pale or dark grey. 

Team with smart, white sanitaryware and  

solid-surface worktops for practical style. 

A statement pendant light will add eyecatching 

interest and create a distinctive focal point.

Joe Stephens, product designer, Roper Rhodes



Rustic charm
ADD A HINT OF COUNTRY STYLE FOR A ROOM WITH 

CHARACTER THAT WILL STAND THE TEST OF TIME

Wooden furniture brings texture and a 

sense of warmth to a room, while stone 

flooring and accessories enhance the 

natural luxury of this scheme. 

Downton Shaker range in Eton Oak, 

from £365 for a double-door mirror unit; 

Biscuit Brick ceramic wall tiles, £35 a sq 

metre; Bohemian Beiges porcelain floor 

tiles, £49 a sq metre; Savio basin mixer, 

£270; bath filler, £335; all Utopia. Classic 

bath, £600, Clearwater

D R E A M  B A T H R O O M S



Side order
Install a wall light on either side  

of a bathroom mirror to prevent 

shadows across the face when 

applying make-up or shaving. 

Stem wall light, £219,  

Besselink & Jones

On tap
Complement a claw-foot bath 

with a traditional basin mixer tap. 

Arcade dual-lever basin  

mixer in nickel, £349,  

Arcade Bathrooms

Green room
Bring the outside in with a collection of 

houseplants displayed in stylish planters.  

Grey Ombre pots designed by  

Sophie Conran for Burgon & Ball, 

£18.95 for five, Annabel James

Prints charming 
Pattern adds interest 

but avoid it in small 

windowless bathrooms, 

as it will make them  

feel even less spacious.  

Atlas Mix clay cement 

random mix tiles,  

£76 a sq metre, 

Livinghouse

Neutral backdrop
A pale hue enhances a large area and  

will also make a small room feel bigger. 

Spitalfields No 74 matt emulsion,  

£22 for 1L, Mylands

Hot stuf
Whatever the size and style of 

your bathroom, it’s essential to 

have efficient heating as well  

as somewhere to dry towels. 

Academy towel warmer,  

£495, Frontline Bathrooms

Wash and go
Keep dirty laundry out of sight 

in this appealing rustic container. 

White stripe wicker laundry 

basket, £30, By Sainsbury’s

Central perk
You can’t go wrong with a classic rolltop bath. Centrally placed 

taps turn it into a double-ended tub for flexible bathing. 

Cheshire bath, £1,685, Victoria + Albert Baths

Take a natural approach
Wood-efect foil finishes are the perfect solution 

for bathroom furniture. The texture emulates that 

of wood but there’s no risk of water damage, as  

can often be a concern with the real thing. 

Likewise, opt for stone floor tiles that represent 

the diversity of real limestone. Wood-style tiled 

floors also come in a variety of shapes and sizes, 

enabling you to choose from planks or parquet,  

and some now feature a grained texture that’s  

so good it’s hard to tell the diference.

Sam Ball, marketing manager, Utopia
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FOR A ROOM WITH WELLBEING AT ITS CORE 

CHOOSE SPA-STYLE FEATURES AND THE 

FINEST QUALITY FITTINGS

Serene sanctuary

D R E A M  B A T H R O O M S

Pared-back details and materials, 

particularly natural dark wood, 

linen and porcelain tiles, create  

a cocooning and calming effect. 

For similar sanitaryware, try 

Atlanta bath, £215; Cubix 

basin, £95; Hero basin mono 

brassware tap, £135; all 

Frontline Bathrooms



Try a less-is-more approach
Spa bathrooms incorporate soothing  

qualities by using simple sanitaryware and 

streamlined wooden pieces. 

Create an atmosphere of relaxation with  

the help of low-level lighting. 

A deep, double-ended bath and high-

performance shower with wellbeing and spa 

additions will make it feel extra-special. 

Enhance the sense of space by revealing as 

much floor area as possible – choose a wall-

mounted basin and WC and keep shower 

enclosures plain and frameless.

Dan Cook, designer, CP Hart

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

Form and function
Add interest to the countertop 

with unusual-shaped accessories. 

Duck Egg soap dispenser,  

£22; and tumbler, £14; both  

House of Fraser

Shower power
Stick to simple designs for 

sanitaryware and fittings; a matt 

black finish adds drama. MGS 

SO600 swivel showerhead in 

black stainless-steel with 

rain-effect spray, £587, 

Grange Design

Shelf life
Open shelving offers quick and easy 

access to all your bathroom essentials. 

This design has a solid oak frame and 

shelves in graduated tones of grey. 

Darcey shelving unit, £349, Made

Finishing touch
Keep feet warm when you 

step out of the shower or 

bath with this reversible 

handwoven mat, which is 

finished with a leather trim. 

Black cotton bathmat, 

£50, Standseven

Curve appeal
A single lever swan-

neck tap appears 

elegant in any setting. 

Antler side-lever 

basin mixer tap in  

a chrome finish, 

£146, Just Taps Plus

Grey matter
Make a small room feel bigger 

with large-format floor tiles in 

a pale tone. As there aren’t so 

many grout lines, the effect is 

of a much greater surface area. 

Capri Gloss Grey tiles, 

£11.75 a sq metre, Tile Giant

Mirror image
Hanging a large mirror above 

the basin serves a practical 

purpose but also bounces light 

around the bathroom, making 

a dark interior seem lighter. 

Heart of House metal 

hammered wall mirror, 

£49.99, Argos

Light fantastic
Lie back, relax and surround 

yourself with candles and 

tealights as a bathtime treat. 

Tealight holder, £10, John 

Rocha at Debenhams
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Swapping plain walls for a vibrant 

wallpaper or new tiles will make a 

huge difference to the space. It’s  

a relatively quick-change option 

for all styles and sizes of room. 

Rhyland suite, from £914, 

Heritage Bathrooms

USE BRIGHT HUES AND INCLUDE 

PATTERN ON THE WALLS TO RING THE 

CHANGES IN A NEUTRAL ROOM

Citrus mix

D R E A M  B A T H R O O M S



Tangerine dream
Bright towels add instant colour to a neutral 

bathroom: mix it up with different citrus shades. 

Burnt Orange 100 per cent Egyptian cotton 

towels, from 99p to £14.99, Dunelm

To the wire
Use open shelving and baskets 

for stylish, easy-access storage 

solutions for bathroom toiletries. 

Mandarin and Lake Blue Wire 

storage set, £10, George Home

Heat of the moment
Go old school with a traditional 

cast-iron radiator in a Coral finish. 

Classic radiator (available  

in a wide range of colours), 

from £439, Bisque

Mellow yellow
Create a colourful focal point with 

a painted bath. An acrylic tub can 

be finished in any shade you like. 

Bateau-style Boat bath painted 

in Farrow & Ball’s Dayroom 

Yellow, £1,554, BC Designs

Think pink
Create a feature wall 

with vibrant patterned 

wallpaper – or just cover 

the wall above a dado rail 

if you’re worried about 

overpowering the room. 

Flamingo wallpaper 

(available in pastel 

peach, pink, grey blue 

and navy), £200 for a 

10m roll, 17 Patterns

Seeing stripes
Dress the window with a bright roller 

blind in bold bands for instant cheer.  

Enlight Cascade Red blind, from 

£136 for 61cm x 76cm, Hillarys

Orange glow
Accessories offer an easy and 

inexpensive update. Go for 

neon shades for standout style. 

Dewey orange beaker, £8; 

soap pump, £15; both Habitat

Classic charm
Traditional brassware 

suits modern bathrooms 

as well as period settings. 

Belgravia thermostatic 

chrome shower  

with fixed head 

and shower handset, 

£2,198, Crosswater

Add decorative touches 
To create something a bit out of the ordinary, 

incorporate a feature wallpaper, a piece of furniture 

in a bright colour, or hang up a blind in a striking 

fabric in the window.

Stick to just two or three new colours to keep  

the efect cohesive.

If you want to make a very quick change, simply 

include bright accessories or paint the radiator.

Charlotte Conway, interior design consultant, 

Heritage Bathrooms
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Stylish space-saving ideas 
MAKE THE MOST OF EVERY INCH WITH CLEVER 

DESIGN AND SMART SANITARYWARE

1 Space-saving  
sanitaryware
‘Wall-hung styles are very 

popular in small bathrooms,’ 

says Margaret Talbot, marketing 

manager at Vitra UK, ‘as they 

leave the floor clear, which 

makes the room feel much 

more spacious. Opting for a 

WC with a wall-hung frame  

is a particularly effective way  

of creating more useable  

space as all the pipework  

is hidden in the walls.’

Team the basin with a short 

projection monobloc tap and 

stick to clean lines and a simple 

fuss-free finish to create a sleek, 

streamlined, contemporary look.

2 Eau zone
When it comes to baths and 

showers, look for shorter-than-

average tubs and showerbaths  

Although the 
bathroom is often the 
smallest room, smart 

choices of streamlined 
products and clever 

decorating tricks can 
help make the most  

of your space. 

Roca’s Prisma sleek 

washstand and basin 

unit is ideal for 

smaller bathrooms 

In a very small 

bathroom, a walk-in 

shower may work 

better than a bath

Create a luxury look 

with the Aqualisa 

Rise digital shower, 

which features 

pause, warm-up 

and timer functions. 

From £839

that come in L or P shapes 

for over-bath showering. 

Or consider losing the bath 

altogether and instead 

converting the space into a 

walk-in wet room where walls 

and floor are tanked and tiled 

for easy-access showering.

‘Corner showers are also 

an effective use of space in 

smaller bathrooms,’ adds Barry 

Rourke, marketing director at 

Betta Living: ‘Wet room-style 

semi-framed showers provide 

a slim line and highly stylish 

alternative to bulkier full-

framed shower units.’

3 Storage solutions
It’s surprising how much 

space we need these days 

for toiletries and bathroom 

essentials, not to mention 

children’s bath toys, towels  

and other bits and pieces. 

Use walls wisely by choosing 

slimline wall-hung units, open 

shelving, mirrored bathroom 

cabinets and vanity basin units 

with a storage cupboard below 

a countertop basin. Some 

manufacturers offer narrow 

designs with taps to the side, 

which are perfect for small 

bathrooms or cloakrooms.

4 Decor details
Keep the scheme light and  

airy with a pale, neutral colour 

theme, and use reflective 

surfaces such as mirrored 

cabinets and high-gloss wall 

tiles to help bounce light 

around the room, enhancing  

a sense of space. 

Large-format wall and floor 

tiles also have the effect of 

making a room seem bigger 

than it really is as there are 

fewer grout lines to distract  

the eye; using the same tiles  

for walls and floor creates 

continuity. Finally, dress the 

window with a simple roller  

or Venetian blind suitable for 

bathroom use and soften the 

look with a stack of soft, fluffy 

towels in a matching colour.

30  housebeautiful.co.uk
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